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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and | went back to where we used to live (Candler, NC) to dine at one of our
favorite places: Yao Buffet. The food, as always, was great, as was the service. We previously have had
several terrific parties there. And that got us thinking that it might be time for another one!
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B. Unfortunately, our amazing cat Kismet could not join us. He was too busy spending time with friends on one
of the couches he likes to chill on.

C. I had the pleasure of hosting four webcasts this past week. All can be seen and/or heard by clicking:
https://www.blainesworld.net/.

(1) Top: 1.15.2024 -Virginia Watts, author

(2) Bottom: 1.16.2024 - Jill Sparks--Executive Director, Small Business Center, & Business Incubation
Program at ABTech
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(3) Top: 1.17.2024 - Aimee Aiken--Community Relations Advisor, Express Employment Professionals

(4) Bottom: 1.18.2024 - Christi Hayes, Program Director--TIP: Trauma Intervention Program

D. Hot off the press: my humor column for THE FAIRVIEW TOWN CRIER. If you live in Fairview, Gerton,
Fletcher or Reynolds, see the last part about how you can submit something for a future issue.
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E. Congratulations to:

(1) Daniel Brice on launching Tech Buddy, LLC, his new business that’s designed to make technology work for
you. For more information, click: Here.

(2) Dillon Giles on signing contracts to appear in two shows at The Great American Melodrama Theatre in
Oceano, CA. Asheville's loss will be Oceano's gain!

(3) Kids at HART for their performance at their very first Junior Theater Festival. The group attained an
excellent in dance; James and Chelcy received an award for outstanding student direction; and Abby and
Drake were named All-Stars.

(4) Henry and Kathy Weintraub on the birth of Allison ("Allie") Juliet, their granddaughter.

F. Announcing this week's ...

*»* BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

This week, it goes to The Local Joint in Fairview, NC.

We go there on a fairly regular basis, and we've never had a bad meal.
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The food that's self-proclaimed "comfort food with a kick" is always tasty, and the service is both friendly and
helpful.

All the cooks are excellent. Pictured below is one of them, Rui Taylor, who is also our friend.

For more information and a menu, click: Here.

2. Invites

A. Last chance to enter ...

**x* CONTEST #1 (for 2024) *****

Four lucky readers will win a copy of my just published joke book: BLAINESWORLD Best Jokes: Volume 3.

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #1 in the subject line. Include your

name and mailing address in the body of the email. All entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on
Monday, Jan. 22, 2024.

Here's one joke from it ...

A man tells his wife to meet him downtown at the Texas Lottery Commission. She does, and he asks, "What
would you do if | won the lottery?"

She answers, "I'd take half and leave you."

"Great," he says. "l won $12, here's $6. Stay in touch."
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B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen to
it on your favorite webcast player.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. | now tape via Zoom,
usually in the early evening.

For more information about the webcast, click: Here.

If you have news you'd like to share and/or a story to tell, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put GUEST
in the subject line. In the body of the email, include both your name and phone number.

C. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, | encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
Here.

D. Come join Cynthia for the course she'll be teaching for Arms Around ASD this week: Move Your Body on
Wednesday via Zoom or in person.

To attend this course and/or any other that is being offered, scroll down to Calendar when you click: Here.

3. FYI

A. Want to Learn Something New? 14 Skills You Can Pick Up By Watching YouTube
by Kate Daniel

YouTube, which initially became famous in the early aughts for its viral videos like “Charlie Bit My Finger,”
continues to be a prime source of entertainment nearly two decades later. But it’'s also so much more. The
platform has evolved to become one of the internet’s best sources of free, accessible education, with tutorials
dedicated to nearly every topic imaginable.

Whether you're looking for a new hobby to get you through the winter or you’ve resolved to learn something
new in 2024, YouTube has you covered. Here, we've compiled 14 skills — some practical, others fun, and

many both — that you can learn online.

For the rest of this informative article, click: Here.
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B. Multivitamins Are Linked to Slower Brain Aging: Here.

C. A Chilling New Twist in the Lindbergh Baby Mystery Could Actually Flip the Verdict: Here.

4, Joke 1

Dentists say the darndest things ...

YoU SHOULD TAKE BETTER CARE OF
YoUR TEETH. YoU CAN'T GET &Y
ON BRUSHING ALONE.
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5. Reviews

A. Cynthia and | saw AMERICAN FICTION at Grail Moviehouse, and we very much enjoyed this satire about
the publishing industry. Jeffrey Wright was outstanding in the leading role. He was ably supported by Sterling
K. Brown, Tracee Ellis Ross, Erika Alexander, Leslie Uggams and Adam Brody. In particular, the ending
helped make this one of the best movies we've seen this past year. Rated R.
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B. We also liked catching up with 1974's ALICE DOESN'T LIVE HERE ANYMORE on Netflix. After her
husband's death, a singer with a preteen son takes a job as a diner server in Arizona and falls in love with a
rugged local rancher. Ellen Burstyn won a well-deserved Oscar for her performance in the leading role, and
though she didn't win, Diane Ladd was nominated for Best Supporting Actress. Kris Kristofferson, Vic Tayback,
Jodie Foster and Harvey Keitel appear in other supporting roles, along with a young actor named Alfred Lutter
who really caught our attention. Martin Scorsese directed. It later became the basis for the TV sitcom ALICE.
Rated PG, though I'm not sure it would be appropriate for younger children.

6. TV alert

A. ROLE PLAY: Now on Prime Video

a doting New Jersey husband (David Oyelowo) doesn’t realize his suburban missus (The Big Bang Theory’s
Kaley Cuoco) is secretly an international assassin on the run from shadowy baddies. She forgets their
anniversary, so to make up for it, they schedule a sexy role-play date, where they’ll pretend to be strangers
hooking up. But traffic delays him, and she gets buttonholed by a mysterious guy (Bill Nighy) at the bar. Rated
R.

B. FOOL ME ONCE: Now on Netflix

This thriller series is based on a Harlan Coben bestseller. Shortly after the murder of her husband, a young
widow (Michelle Keegan) spies a familiar figure on the nanny cam playing with her daughter: her presumed-
dead husband. Does her horrible rich mother-in-law (Joanna Lumley), who loathes her, know something about
this?

C SOCIETY OF THE SNOW: Now on Netflix

Director J.A. Bayona (Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom) recreates the true story of an Uruguayan rugby team
who struggled to survive after their plane crashed in the remote Andes mountains in 1972. The story’s been
told before, but Bayona brings a clear-eyed intensity to the story, along with a more authentic Spanish-
speaking cast.

D. DOCUMENTARY NOW, SEASON 4: Now on Netflix

The show is a parody comedy series that takes well-known documentaries and satirizes them, created by
Fred Armisen, Seth Meyers, Bill Hader and Rhys Thomas. | recently binge-watched all the episodes. Some
were very funny, but other were downright boring. If you watch, be prepared to fast forward what you don't
enjoy after just a few minutes.

7. Joke 2

Today's history lesson. (Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

. K.Milfk' Anglican Church!
i TWORSHIP SAT 5PN SUN 8:30AM & 10:30AM
ADAM & EVE
THE FIRST PEOPLE

| TO NOT READ THE APPLE
~ TERMS & CONDITIONS

© Bored Panda

8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.
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I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."

Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.

Note: Even if you did not do a recording, | welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,
but any other Turtles' song.

(2) For this week, please view this acoustic over from Soph & Matt: Here.

B. Video of the week

What beautiful scene will he pick to propose?: Here. (Thanks, Jonathan Berg, for sharing.)
Note: For another spin on the above, click: Here.

C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) I Will Always Love You - Lucy Thomas. one of my all-time favorites: Here. (Thanks, Jonathan Berg, for
sharing.)

Note: This song was written in 1973 by Dolly Parton (as a farewell to her business partner and mentor Porter
Wagoner, expressing Parton's decision to pursue a solo career); it was most famously performed by Whitney
Houston for the 1992 movie “The Bodyguard."

Lucy Thomas is performing it for us today. She’s a young singer from England. and she recorded this 2 years
ago -- at the age of 17.

Yes, it's a pretty amateurish video, she was just starting out, but ask yourself how many 17-year-olds can belt
it out like this?

Almost 7 million views and 10,000 comments!
(2) Howard Smith: Hymns (1.21.2024): Here.
(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Janis Joplin: Here.

(4) And thanks, Neil, for getting me to revisit Joplin's "Me and Bobby McGee." Your many fans and friends can
also do so by clicking this live version: Here.

(5) Dana Winner: One Moment in Time: Here.
(6) GRATEFUL: A Love Song to the World | Empty Hands Music: Here. (Thanks, Gene Smith, for sharing.)
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

Last week, | mentioned Taste Drive--a website that can be used to find similar music to match up with your
current favorites. It can also be used to find movie recommendations.

See for yourself by clicking: Here.

| tried this website out with UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG, perhaps my all-time favorite movie. Some of the
recommendations that appeared were JULES AND JIM, A STAR IS BORN and ALL THAT JAZZ. They all are
definitely in the ballpark of stuff that I'd like to see.

E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click: Here.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free to
send me an invite by clicking: Here.

9. Technology tip

You're Watching YouTube Wrong! | 20 Things You Didn't Know YouTube Could Do

Read this informative article to find out such things as how to how to create a custom playlist, how to
customize your captions and how to make your videos in theater mode.

To do so, click: Here.
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10. Joke 3

A couple of cows were smoking a joint and playing cards. That's right. The steaks were pretty high.

11. A quote | like

Thanks, Joyce Randolph (1924-2024). for your career as American actor of stage and television, best known
for playing Trixie Norton on The Jackie Gleason Show and the television sitcom The Honeymooners. For more
information about her life, click: Here.

“I guess all those young Marines watch television."--Joyce Randolph (after
getting a standing ovation at a U.S.0. gala in New York in 2006)

12. Thought for the day

Thanks, John Worthington, for allowing me to run the following that he wrote and originally posted on
Facebook ...

Some kid hit my kid with a stick on the playground. | DID NOT blame the stick, | blamed the other kid, and |
said, What can we do to make sure my kid does not get hit with a stick at school again?

So | asked the President of the United States what | should do, and he said, Give the teacher a stick, that way
if someone tries to attack your kid with a stick, the teacher can grab her stick and stop him.

| went to the school board and said, | know, we can't afford luxuries like art and music and books, but | want
the district to buy every teacher a stick and train them how to use it.
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The next week, there was a kid on the playground at recess threatening to hit other kids with a stick. The
teacher jumped into action, and instead of wasting time getting the kids inside and away from the stickwaver,
she ran to her classroom, opened her lockbox and got her stick, and came back to the playground to confront
the stickwaving kid. Unfortunately, by that time, he had already hit 9 kids with his stick.

So again, | did not blame the stick, | blamed the kid, but | want to make sure that no more kids have to worry
about getting hit with sticks ever again, so | insisted that the school board fire three teachers to free up money
to get EVERY kid a stick. That way no kid has to ever worry about being hit with a stick at school.

Because the only way to stop a bad kid with a stick is to make sure EVERYONE is walking around with a
stick.

What could possible go wrong?

PS. Make it a great week!
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