
 

You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 4, 7 and 10); contests; reviews of shows. movies and books;
quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In the unlikely
event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to the free mailing
list: Here.
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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I saw Pasquale LaCorte knock our socks off with his performance as the
Almighty in AN ACT OF GOD, now at HART through Feb. 11. David Spivey and Tom Bastek were equally
outstanding as, respectively, archangels Gabriel and Michael. And Candice Dickinson's direction was spot on.
... It is no surprise that this coming weekend's shows are sold out, but if there's divine intervention, there is
always the possibility of a last-minute cancellation. Check for yourself by clicking: https://harttheatre.org/an-
act-of-god/.

B. Afterward, we had a tasty dinner at Boccelli's in Waynesville.
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C. Please take advantage of the fact that you have five more chances to see Different Strokes! Performing
Arts Collective’s production of THE DIFFERENT WORLD OF CROWNS, KINKS AND CURLS, now at the Tina
McGuire Theatre through Feb. 18. Doing so will enable you to see a series of funny, touching monologues that
will help you to understand the complex relationship that Black women have with their hair. ... Kirby Gibson,
Naimah Coleman and Zakiya Bell-Rogers (making a very impressive stage debut) all shine in their respective
roles. And kudos to Bell-Rogers for leading the post-show talkback that you won't want to miss. ... Stephanie
Hickling Beckman's direction was spot on, as was Laura Lowe's set design. ... For tickets, click: Here.

D. We were joined at the above show by our friends Will Redish and Padma Dyvine. Prior to the curtain, we
had a fantastic dinner at Wasabi where we received excellent service from Karen.

E. Please view this week's BLAINESWORLD webcast, featuring Toby Walker--guitar virtuoso, music teacher
and songwriter ... To view or listen to the webcast, navigate to: www.blainesworld.net/ and look for the one
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dated 2.6.2024 ... You'll then have the option to view it on YouTube or listen to it on your favorite podcast
player.

F. Thanks, Ralph Grizzle, editor of THE FAIRVIEW TOWN CRIER, for taking this picture that he'll be using to
accompany my monthly humor column for that paper.

Note: If you live in Fairview, Gerton, Fletcher or Reynolds, please send get me a short, funny joke, quote or
riddle that I can use in a future issue. Send your submissions to: bginbc@aol.com and put LAUGH TIME in the
subject line. ​

G. Give a cat a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a cat to fish, and you feed him for a lifetime. ... So now
you know what we'll be doing with Kismet, our amazing cat, today!



H. Congratulations to:

(1) Cody Fox on being named Inspired Growth Mortgage Banker of the Year by Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group.

(2) Lisa Fowler on signing a contract for her new middle-grade novel for Paraklesis Press. It will be available in
the fall of 2024.

I. Announcing this week's ...

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

It goes to Mellow Mushroom, 50 Broadway Street, Asheville.

We had always liked that eatery's pizza--especially the crust, which is the best we've ever had.

But today, Cynthia and I would like to recognize Mellow Mushroom's cookies that we always get for dessert.

The come in three flavors: peanut butter, triple chocolate chunk and sugar.

They all look great, but we keep getting the peanut butter because it is soooo good. 

Just reading the description you'll see why: House baked and loaded with creamy peanut better and honey
roasted peanuts for the ultimate peanut butter experience.

I'm getting hungry just typing this!

For more information, click: Here.

2. Invites

A. Last chance to enter ...

***** CONTEST #2 *****  

One lucky reader will win a copy of my friend Brian Biro's terrific new book: LESSONS FROM THE LEGENDS:
NEW APPLICATIONS FROM THE TIRELESS WISDOM OF JOHN WOODEN & PAT SUMMITT. 

To quote from the Amazon description:
Professional speaker and motivator Brian Biro brings together the championship teambuilding formula of Pat
Summitt and John Wooden in his latest release, Lessons from the Legends. Biro describes the impact of these
modern-day heroes, how their drive and integrity generated remarkable results. Though Biro points out that
these two coaching legends were quite different in personality and approach—one all passion and intensity,
the other calm and even-keeled—he highlights the significant characteristics they shared that set them apart
as leaders. Biro explains that the foundational principles and coaching strategies of Pat Summitt and John
Wooden can apply to teachers, business leaders, parents, and anyone else who strives to make their
character their reputation. 

https://www.mellowmushroom.com/


To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #2 in the subject line. Include both
your name and mailing address in the body of the email. All entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 12, 2024.

B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen to
it on your favorite podcast player.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via Zoom,
usually in the early evening. 

For more information about the webcast, click: Here.
C. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you
click: Here.

D. Come join Cynthia for the course she'll be teaching for Arms Around ASD this week: Move Your Body on
Wednesday via Zoom or in person.

To attend this course and/or any other that is being offered, scroll down to Calendar when you click: Here.

3. FYI

A. As you may have read in a previous BLAINESWORLD, some past issues may not have gone through to
you because they wound up in your spam folders.

To ensure that this doesn't happen with email from me (or others, for that matter), I suggest you check your
spam folders on a regular basis; e.g., at least once per month if not more often. And if you find anything in your
spam folder that doesn't belong there, make sure you notify your server not to put it there.

Note: If you have Gmail, sometimes BLAINESWORLD winds up in what is called the Promotions tab. 
 
The simplest way to stop such important email from landing here is to drag and drop that email into your
Primary tab.

For more information about this important topic, click: Here.

B. Here's the No. 1 phrase I've seen 'destroy' relationships, says Harvard-trained psychologist of 20 years:
Here.

C. The No. 1 soft skill you need to get hired right now, according to LinkedIn: Here.

D. People who organize homes for a living swear by these cheap tricks to make any room in your home look
good: Here.

 

4. Joke 1

My kind of place. (Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

https://www.blainesworld.net/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245515070390413
https://www.armsaroundasd.org/
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1134895365426&view=html&jp=undefined&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK9
https://www.makeuseof.com/keep-important-emails-out-of-gmails-promotions-tab/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/02/10/harvard-psychologist-the-no-1-phrase-that-destroys-relationships-and-creates-power-discrepancy.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/02/10/harvard-psychologist-the-no-1-phrase-that-destroys-relationships-and-creates-power-discrepancy.html
https://www.mic.com/shopping/people-who-organize-homes-for-a-living-swear-by-these-cheap-tricks-to-make-any-room-in-your-home-look-good
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1134895365426&view=html&jp=undefined&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK11


 
5. Reviews

A. NOTES ON A SCANDAL: Now on Amazon Prime
This psychological thriller from 2006 features Judi Dench and Cate Blanchett as two schoolteachers locked in
a battle of wits. Bill Nighy also stars. Cynthia and I both liked it, as well as the accompanying score by Phillip
Glass. Rated R.

B. MAO'S LAST DANCER: Now on Amazon Prime
We also liked this 2010 biopic about Li Cunxin, the Chinese ballet dancer who defected while on a student
visa in Houston in 1981. Bruce Greenwood, Kyle MacLachlan, Joan Chen and Chi Cao (in his only movies) all
turn in fine performances. The ballet performances, even if you're not into dancing, are very well done. Rated
PG.

 

6. TV alert

A. ONE DAY: Now on Netflix
This limited series rom-com is about a lower-class, high-IQ writer (Ambika Mod) and a posh classmate (The
White Lotus’s Leo Woodall) who have a platonic meet on the last day of college, then reunite every year on
that date for decades.

B. PUPPY BOWL XX, then SUPER BOWL LVIII: Sunday, Feb. 11, beginning at 2 p.m. on indicated channels
(below)
For the first time, CBS airs the traditional telecast at 6:30 p.m., while Nickelodeon presents a separate telecast
for kids with animated SpongeBob SquarePants characters doing color commentary in what’s billed as “the
slimiest, spongiest, splattiest Super Bowl you’ve ever seen." Plus, tune in at 2 p.m to see the canine
competition, Puppy Bowl XX, on Animal Planet or Max.

C. STUPID PET TRICKS: Sunday, Feb. 11, at 5 p.m. on n TBS, Animal Planet, Discovery and truTV
Merrill Markoe, who invented David Letterman’s celebrated feature on pets doing the darndest things, is a
consulting producer for this new series hosted by Sarah Silverman with human guests like Jon Hamm, Reggie
Watts and Will Ferrell.

D. TRACKER: Sunday, Feb. 11, on CBS after the Super Bowl (about 10:30 p.m.) on CBS
Justin Hartley (This Is Us) plays a witty, likable lone-wolf survivalist, math whiz and expert tracker who roams
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America with his truck and Airstream, hunting for lost people (and reward money).

E. THE NEW LOOK: Apple TV+, starting on Wednesday, Feb. 14
This series about 1940s fashion revolutionary Christian Dior (Ben Mendelsohn) is also a World War II drama
— his rival Paris designer Coco Chanel (Juliette Binoche) was a Nazi collaborator, while his sister (Maisie
Williams, Game of Thrones) was tortured in a concentration camp. Glenn Close plays legendary Harper’s
Bazaar editor Carmel Snow, who famously exclaimed at Dior’s 1947 show, “It’s such a new look!”

F. THE TOURIST, Season 2: Now on Netflix
The first season was the No. 1 hit in England, about a guy (Fifty Shades of Grey’s Jamie Dornan) who wakes
up in Australia’s Outback with no idea who he is, or why gangsters want to kill him.

 
7. Joke 2

I was invited to my friend's house for dinner and then asked to put a leaf in the tale. So I did. (Thanks, Paul
Licitra, for sharing.)

 
8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!
 
(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.
 
I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
 
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.
 
Note: Even if you did not do a recording, I welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"
but any other Turtles' song.
 
(2) For this week, please view this cover from by Dimitri Vegas & Like Mike and Bassjackers: Here.
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B. Video of the week
 
Double Amputee Mechanic: This double amputee doesn't let anything stop him from doing his job! To view,
click: Here. (Thanks, Paul Marks, for sharing.)
 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) Bonnie Tyler - Total Eclipse of the Heart, one of my all-time favorites: Here.

(2) Howard Smith: Hymns (2.11.2024): Here.

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Carol King: Here.

(4) And thanks, Neil, for reminding me to revisit King's classic, "You've Got a Friend." You can also do so by
clicking: Here.

(5) Trainer Sets Record for Most Dogs in a Conga Line: Here. (Thanks, Jonathan Berg, for sharing.)

(6) Amazing Singer Leaves Judge SPEECHLESS and Wins The Last Golden Buzzer On America's Got Talent
2023: Here. (Thanks, Bryan Hilemon, for sharing.)
 
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

I've previously recommended Taste Drive to help you find music and movies based on the things you already
love. It can also be used to find TV shows to check out.

See for yourself by clicking: Here.

I gave it a try by inquiring about SUITS, my current favorite (now on Netflix). It came back with these other
recommendations: ROYAL PAINS, BOSTON LEGAL, BILLIONS, SUCCESSION and THE GOOD WIFE. 
 
E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click:  Here.
.
F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free to
send me an invite by clicking: Here.

 
9. Technology tip

Thanks, Jensen Gelfond, for allowing me to use this informative email that you sent to all your clients:

How to search safely on Google 

Google is the most popular search engine in the world, but that doesn't make it safe. In fact, Google makes
most of its money off of "sponsored" advertising placements, and that's where the unsafe corruption of search
results can occur.

Anytime you search for a popular term on Google, you may see "sponsored" search results listed at the top.
Companies pay for these results, and can insert virus-laden links. As a general practice, it's best to completely
avoid "sponsored" search results and click on the genuine search results, which are listed below the
sponsored results.

You can learn about an example of malicious Google ad behavior at the following blog post from the excellent
Krebs on Security: Here.

Would you like to completely block risky Google advertising links and other web ads? We can help! We install
high-quality Eero brand Wi-Fi routers that can include a subscription service called Eero Plus, which blocks
advertising and questionable links from your Wi-Fi network.

To book an appointment with Jensen and/or to reach him, click: Here.
 

10. Joke 3

Revealed for the first time ... my exercise program. I also do a lot of squats ... diddly squats. (Thanks, Jim
Chewning, for sharing.)
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11. A quote I like

Thanks, Toby Keith (1961-2024), for your career as an American country music singer, songwriter, record
producer and actor. He released 19 studio albums, 2 Christmas albums and 5 compilation albums, totaling
worldwide sales of over 40 million albums. For more information about his life and for clips of him performing
two of his songs click: Here. 

 

12. Thought for the day

Regardless of who wins the game today, wouldn't you love these responses?
 

 
PS. Make it a great week!
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