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1. Reflections 

Note: See Section 2 for an important warning.     
  
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be 
advised that you will get it quicker if you get it via email. Another 
advantage: You'll never miss it that way because you may not 
have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're 
not already a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to: 
bginbc@aol.com and put SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.  
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I want you to meet the newest 
addition to our family: Tokyo. Thanks to the fantastic folks at 
Brother Wolf, we are now her foster cat parents. Within a day, she 
was comfortable in Cynthia's lap. And she even joined me for a 
nap.  

!   

B. During the week, I: 

(1) Went up North to attend the wake of Walter Reavely, my son-
in-law JP's father. I also got to meet JP and my daughter Risa for 
breakfast at the State Street Grill, which is an amazing diner in 
Bloomfield, NJ. Portions are both large and plentiful, and you can 
choose from a 12-page menu that features breakfast all the time. 
We received excellent service from Romy. 

!   

(2) Attended two plays at one of my favorite theatres, Actors' Net 
of Bucks County in Morrisville, PA. The first featured Barry 
Abramowitz (left) in UNDERNEATH THE LINTEL, and the second 
starred George Hartpence (right) in BARRYMORE. Both 
performances were outstanding, as was the direction from Cheryl 
Doyle who directed both shows. For more pictures, please click: 
Here 

!   

(3) Met my friends Natalie Kaye and Ivan Winegar for a tasty 
dinner at Garden of Eatin in Levittown, PA, where we received 
attentive service from Amanda. 

!   

(4) Had a great roast beef sandwich with my friend Mike Lazanski 
at Sandy's in Langhorne, PA. Bridgette was our fine server. 

!   

C. And in Asheville, I: 

(1) Joined my friends Vickie Gaddy (right) and Nora Jones to help 
them prepare for an upcoming Garage Sale. 

!   

(2) Had some delicious chicken with my friend Rodney Smith at 
King Daddy's Chicken and Waffle, during which time we solved all 
the world's problems--or at least most of them. 

!   

D. Correction: Last week's issue left out the mention of one of the 
performers in  
Different Strokes'  excellent production of GLENGARRY GLEN 
ROSS, and one name was misspelled. (Sorry about that!) Here 
were all the performers in this show that had its run extended 
though March 26, l-r: Sarah Felmet, Courtney DeGennaro, 
Chrissie Eide, Lucia Del Vecchio, Cyd Dawson-Smith, Danielle 
King, and Katie Anne Towner. Not pictured: Sean David Robinson 
and Steph Hickling Beckman, the two outstanding co-directors. 

!   

E. Condolences to Marsha Nash Anderson and family on the 
passing of Marsha's mother.  

F. Congratulations to: 

(1) Jim Donovan on being interviewed by SUCCESS magazine. 
To read what he had to say, please click: 
Here 

(2) Ezekiel Christopoulos, assistant vice president with SunTrust, 
on receiving the Performance Excellence Award from the bank. 
This award is given to the top 2% of all branch managers. (He 
actually was in the top 1%!) It is based on customer service, 
accuracy and sales.  

(3) Rhoda Weaver and family on the birth of her first 
granddaughter, Aubrianna Rose Weaver. 

(4) Frank Zipperer on becoming a great-grandfather. 

(5) Betty Tsai on being named Volunteer of the Year at Bucks 
County Community College. 

(6) Victor Feraru chosen as an intern in the chambers of U.S. 
District Court Judge Staci Michelle Yandle in the Southern District 
of Illinois. 

(7) Edie Weinstein on being named Best Blogger by Bucks 
Happening Magazine.  

(8) Linda O., winner of Contest #6: copy of DIVORCING 
FACEBOOK? REALLY? by Audrey Wagner. All told, there were 6 
entries. And that reminds me that it's now time to introduce:  

***** CONTEST #7***** 

One lucky reader will win a copy of ESCAPING POVERTY: 
INSPIRATIONAL TRUE STORIES, edited by Alex Norris and 
Karen Best. The book provides an honest and candid look--from 
the perspective of those who experience it--what it is like to be 
impoverished. I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #1015 and found 
it interesting. 

G. Invitations: 

(1) Please do join me at the following event ...  

Saturday, May 7, is the annual Walk a Mile event in Asheville that 
benefits Our VOICE--the agency that serves all individuals in 
Buncombe County affected by sexual assault and abuse through 
counseling, advocacy and education. 

If you can join the BLAINESWORLD team this year for the 1-mile 
walk that's a lot of fun, please plan on the following time 
framework: 
10:30 a.m.: Meet in Pack Square Park for pictures 
11 a.m.: Walk begins 
12 Noon: Optional celebratory lunch at Pack's Tavern (Dutch 
treat) 

To register for just the walk and to get a T-shirt if you sign-up 
before April 1, please click the green REGISTER button at:  
Here   

If you'd also like to make a donation to support Our VOICE and 
especially if you can't make the walk, please click the green 
DONATE button at:    
Here 

Note: This event is open to both men and women, as well as 
children. And you don't have to wear heels unless you want to do 
so. Other options include flats, wearing the shoes around your 
neck or on you hands, juggling shoes, decorating sneakers or 
walking in whatever is comfortable just to lend your support.   
  
(2) Be my guest at the following seminar I'm presenting on 
Saturday, April 2, at 9 a.m. at the ABTech campus in Candler: 

Marketing Your Business  

Marketing for the 21st Century small business is more dynamic 
and challenging than ever.  Discover how to effectively and 
efficiently use marketing tools.  Gain insights to understand and 
reach your customer, analyze your industry and business 
environment and differentiate between branding, advertising, and 
grassroots marketing techniques.  Explore the components of an 
effective marketing plan in this comprehensive seminar.  

Instructor:  Blaine Greenfield, spent 35 years teaching Marketing 
at the college level and operated his own consulting firm, 
providing marketing assistance to small and medium-sized 
business and non-profit organizations. 

It's free, but you must pre-register by clicking:  
Here 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 
  
This week, it goes to Five Step Carpet Care--the company that 
recently did a great job cleaning our carpets. 

This is the second time we have used this firm, and it won't be the 
last. 

The employees are both professional and friendly. They are also 
great with pets, working around them if necessary. 

Pictured (below), l-r: Chris Mackie and owner Scott Finney. 

For more information, please click: 
Here 

!   
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2. FYI 

Note: The follow applies, primarily, to those living in North 
Carolina and/or planning to visit the state. However, I think it has 
relevance to drivers in any state; i.e., slow down and/or risk 
getting a ticket. 

Speeding enforcement crackdown in NC to target anyone going 
above posted limit 

RALEIGH, NC--How fast can you go on the highway without 
getting the attention of police? Anything under 10 miles per hour 
over the speed limit is okay, right? 

Well, WTVD reported that the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation is ready to burst the bubble on the widely believed 
9 mph cushion myth. 

For the rest of this article and an accompanying video clip, please 
click: 
Here 
  
FYI, part 2  

To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:   
Here 

(1) Donna G. in NJ: CONGRATULATIONS on 1,000 issues of 
Blainesworld!! (2) 13 questions to ask before getting married. (3) 
An ancient and proven way to improve memory. (4) Bill Walton's 
Long, Strange Tale of N.B.A. Survival.  
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3. Joke 1 

Math Teacher: "If I have 5 bottles in one hand and 6 in the other 
hand, what do I have?" ... Student: "A drinking problem."  

Back to Top 

4. Reviews 

A Saw HELLO, MY NAME IS DORIS, a sweet comedy about an 
older woman who meets a younger guy at work and sparks seem 
to fly. Sally Fields is fantastic as Doris, and I also felt the same 
about Max Greenfield as the guy she meets. I especially enjoyed 
the ending. Rated R, though methinks it would certainly be an 
appropriate film for any teenager. 

B. CONCUSSION is now out on DVD ... my review from 
BLAINESWORLD #1006 follows:  
Saw CONCUSSION, the film based on a true story about the 
doctor who discovered CTE (chronic traumatic encephalopathy) in 
football players how he faced an uphill battle in bringing this 
information to the public. It is a bit slow, in spots, but Will Smith's 
great performance makes this a film definitely worth seeing. I 
especially liked the fact that he was playing a character that was 
different than anything I've seen him in. I also liked the work of 
both Albert Brooks and David Morse in supporting roles. Rated 
PG-13. 

C. Read CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE RULES! 52 WAYS TO 
CREATE A GREAT CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE (Brigantine 
Media), written by Jeofrey Bean and illustrated by Steve Hickner. 

The author, a customer experience expert, presents 52 best 
practices that have been utilized by such organizations as Uber, 
Tesla, Amazon, Apple and Starwood Hotels--to name just a few. 

And that was what I liked best about the book; i.e., it wasn't just 
theoretical. Anything that Bean suggests could be adapted to just 
about any other company or non-profit entity. 

For example:  
A board of directors advises the company about its overall 
business strategy. A customer exeperience advisory board is 
similar, but is specific to the topic of customer experience. If your 
company is serious about improving its customer experience, a 
key step is to create an advisory board dedicated to that end. 

The job of a customer experience advisory board is to identify 
where the existing customer experiences can be improved and to 
recommend when a new customer experiene should be created. 
At least half of its members should be customer experience 
experts from outside the company. 

I've advised many companies to do the above and whenever they 
have done so, it has helped them better service their customers. 

D. Heard HOPE TO DIE (Hachette Audio), written by James 
Patterson and read by Michael Boatman and Scott Sower. 

The prolific author has sold more than 300 copies of his books, 
and I've enjoyed many of them.This latest one, however, was a 
disappointment.  

In it, detective Alex Cross' family has been abducted by a 
madman named Theirry Mulch. I didn't find much of what took 
place very believable, and I could have done with less violence. 

Also, the book is a sequel to CROSS MY HEART--and that fact 
should have been mentioned on the cover. I think the two books 
could have easily been combined into one that would have made 
for a much more enjoyable reading experience. 
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5. TV alert   

A. PEE-WEE'S BIG HOLIDAY: Now being streamed on Netflix 
The eternal man-child is back in a whimsical new movie that takes 
him across America. 

B. THE LATE LATE CARPOOL KARAOKE PRIMETIME 
SPECIAL: Tues., March 29, at 10 p.m. on CBS 
The LATE LATE SHOW host reprises many of his best moments 
from the show's signature stunt, including an experience with 
Adele that has reached over 89 million viewers. To view it, please 
click: 
Here 

C. TED TALKS: Wednesdays at 10 p.m. on PBS (PBS dates and 
times often vary, so check local listings.) 
This three-part PBS series of one-hour television specials 
recorded at the Town Hall Theater in New York and features TED 
Talks from some of the world's greatest thinkers and doers. 

D. LOPEZ: Series premiere on Wed., March 30, at 10 p.m. on TV 
LAND 
The comedian tries out the single-cam format for a new 
 semiautobiographical comedy along the lines of LOUIE, the Louis 
C.K. series.  
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6. Joke 2 

Joe Garagiola (1926-2016), R.I.P.  He was an American 
professional baseball catcher and later an announcer and 
television host, popular for his colorful personality. For his 
obituary, please click:  
Here 

!   
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7. Clips/Websites 

A. Check out these clips at your convenience:  

(1) George H. in PA: Peter O'Toole talks about the importance of 
learning your lines 
Here 

(2) Amy S. in NC: He's 104 years old. What's your excuse? 
Here 

(3) Sunny C. in NC: Tim Urban's TED talk 
Here 

(4) William K. in CA: Green fields and golden sands 
Here 

B. Have you ever wondered where some of the phrases, clichés, 
expressions and sayings used in everyday language come from? 
If so, wonder no more; just click:  
Here 

You'll learn all about "beggars can't be choosers," "raining cats 
and dogs," etc. (Thanks, Howard D. in FL, for sharing this useful 
website.) 

C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to 
view it, please click: 
Here  
  
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet 
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite 
by clicking:  
Here 
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8. Technology tip 

12 Travel apps worth keeping in 2016 
by Stephanie Rosenbloom 

Recently I deleted dozens of travel apps from my iPhone. Many 
are great. They allowed me to research unfamiliar places, listen to 
audio tours and turn my photos into postcards. But travel is about 
tapping the world, not a screen, so I'm ending the year with an 
app purge. I've kept only what I use often. An app didn't have to 
be new (most weren't) to make the cut, but it had to make travel 
easier or significantly more enjoyable. Below are a dozen that 
have earned a spot on my smartphone heading into 2016. 

For this very interesting list and a description about each app, 
please click: 
Here  
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9. Joke 3 

A husband and wife were golfing when suddenly the wife asked, 
"Honey, if I died would you get married again?" ...  The husband 
replied, "No, sweetie."  ... The woman said, "I'm sure you 
would." ... So the man answered, "OK, I would. But only if you 
wanted me to do so." ...  After a few minutes, the wife inquired, 
"Would you let her sleep in our bed?" ...  And the husband 
responded, "I guess so. But only with your blessing." ...  Then the 
woman asked, "Would you let her use my golf clubs?" ... The man 
replied, "No, she's left-handed."  
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10. A quote I like 

"If you keep talking about it, it develops a life of its own. Pretty 
soon, it will have its own zip code."--Jhan Brannon, personal 
trainer extraordinaire, on why she doesn't dwell on an occasional 
bad night's sleep. 

Note: I apply the same principle when it comes to sneezing. If 
somebody asks me if I'm coming down with a cold, I just respond 
by using a quote I got from the late, great Wayne Dyer: "I don't do 
colds." And then I switch the topic.   
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11. Thought for the day 

Garry Shandling (1949-2016), R.I.P. He was   an American 
comedian, actor, writer, producer and director, best known for his 
work in IT'S GARY SHANDLING'S SHOW AND THE LARRY 
SANDERS SHOW. For his obituary, please click: 
Here 

!   

Back to Top 

12. Advance planning department 

To read about each of the following events in full, please click: 
Here 

A. NC events  

(1) Montford Park Players: THE DARK LADY OF THE SONNETS 
and UPSTART CROW. (2) Artists Reception at Asheville Gallery 
of Art. (3) All Ages Dance Party every Wednesday. 

B. PA/NJ events 

(1) MARY POPPINS at MCCC"s Kelsey Theatre. (2) BuxMont 
Coalition for Peace Action presents: A Discussion about the 
Proposed Elcon Hazardous Waste Incinerator. (3) The Bucks 
County Cabaret presents April Fools.    
_____________________________ 
  
PS. If you're like me and you celebrate all holidays because 
there's more food, fun and friends that way, HAPPY EASTER! ... 
My hope is that you get to dye all the eggs your heart desires ... 
and that you have as talented ones to choose from as did these 
judges. 

!   

And make it a great rest of the week, too! 
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