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1. Reflections 

Note: See the first item in Section 1E for an event you won't want 
to miss!     
  
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be 
advised that you will get it quicker if you get it via email. Another 
advantage: You'll never miss it that way because you may not 
have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're 
not already a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to: 
bginbc@aol.com and put SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.  
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I: 

(1) Enjoyed a delicious dinner at the Early Girl Eatery with our 
friends Padma Dyvine and her husband Will Redish. We also 
received fine service from Kristina. 
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From there, we went to see Different Strokes' production of THE 
MOUNTAINTOP, a reimagining of events the night before the 
assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Kudos to Kirby Gibson and Dez Ryan (left) for their amazing 
performances in the leading roles, as well as to Steph Hickling 
Beckman (right) for her spot on direction. 
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(2) The next day, we went with a bunch of friends to see LA CAGE 
AUX FOLLES at Asheville Community Theatre. Bradshaw Call (left) 
and Coy Theobalt starred and were outstanding, as was the rest of the 
cast that included Maximilian Koger, Trissa King, Jabob Walas, Zacary 
Landolt, Alan Malpass, Frank Salvo, Jerome Sims and Drew 
Emanuele, among others. Kudos, also, to Jerry Crouch for his 
direction, Stuart Littleton for his music direction, Shari Azar for her 
choreography and Jill Summers for her scenic design. For more 
pictures, please click: 
Here 
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Afterward, we went for some great food to the Korean House 
where Maya provided her usual excellent service. Pictured, l-r: 
Brian Biro, Annemarie Brown, Marvin Sadovsky, Blaine 
Greenfield, Cynthia Greenfield and Carole Biro. 
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(3) We also participated in a STEP2RAISE Awareness Event at 
Fletcher Community Park to increase dementia awareness. It was 
a huge success, in large part because of the sponsorship of both 
Apex Brain Centers and BLAINESWORLD. And special thanks 
to McGuire, Wood & Bissette, P.A. Attorneys At Law, for donating 
bottled water for the many walkers. Some of them are pictured 
below (right). For more pictures, please click: 
Here 

For more information about dementia, please click: 
Here 
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B. During the week, I: 

(1) Participated in an executive board meeting of the Asheville 
Jewish Business Forum at Favilla's newly-opened second 
restaurant at 640 Merrimon Ave. The food there is just as good as 
it is at the Patton Ave. location; i.e., excellent. Pictured, l-r: (front) 
Eric Weinberger, Phil Hendel and Jonathan Freedburg; and 
(back) Joel Mazelis, Blaine Greenfield and Andi Block. 
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(2) Heard Melody Herman give an informative presentation to the 
Asheville Chamber of Commerce on "How to protect what you've 
worked so hard to create." Should you want more information on 
this subject, contact Melody (aka "The Entrepreneur's Agent"): 
melodyherman@pinestreetinsurance.com; 828.667.8818, 
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C. Condolences to: 
  
(1) Bill Humleker and family on the passing of Bill's mother.  

(2) Sharon Brice and family on the passing of Sharon's 
grandmother. 

D. Congratulations to: 

(1) Jensen Gelfond on his acceptance into Leadership Asheville's 
next class. 

(2) Josh Awtry on his new role as Senior Director for News 
Strategy for Gannett and the USA TODAY Network.   

(3) Chuck Beattie on his acceptance into the Candler School of 
Theology.   

(4) Kristi Mizen for coming in first in her category in the Enka Lake 
Triathlon.    

(5) Howard Sabell  on the wedding of his daughter. 

E. Invitations: 

(1) The incomparable Rhoda Weaver (below) will be the featured 
entertainer on Sunday, June 26, at the celebration that will mark 
the belated 1000th issue of BLAINESWORLD and, also, the 
World Premiere of MR. POSITIVITY--a short play by Sunny Cook 
about yours truly. If you're in the Asheville area, stop by. For more 
information about the event, please click: 
Here 

Note: Note: Sunny and I will be taking about the above on 
Thursday, June 23, on The Jeff Messer Show at around 4 p.m. on 
880 AM/The Revolution. To listen to the show via the Internet, 
please click: 
Here 
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(2)  There's still time to enter: 

***** CONTEST #12 ***** 
  
One lucky reader will win a copy of MEETINGS THAT WORK by 
Brian Tracy.  In this slim, but useful book, the author shares ideas 
that can be used to make all types of meetings more effective. I 
reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #1024 and enjoyed it.  

To enter: Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST 
#12 in the subject line. In the body of the email, please include 
your name and snail mail address. All entries must be received on 
or before Monday, June 20, at 9 p.m. 

(3) Please join us me at the next event of the Asheville Jewish 
Business Forum: 

Wednesday, July 6 
Time: 5:30 p.m., Registration and Networking; 6 p.m., Dinner and 
Speaker; and 7-7:30 p.m., Additional Networking 
Location: Crown Plaza 

Feel free to get a drink and/or order off the menu.  

Topic: Has current legislature brought new concerns for your 
business and family in North Carolina?  Come join us at the AJBF 
for an overview of House Bill 2, beyond the restroom issue, and 
an informative Transgender 101 Session led by Ezekiel 
Christopoulos. 
  
Speaker: Ezekiel Christopoulos is a leader in the transgender 
movement, and has presented informational sessions at national, 
state, and local levels for the past fifteen years.  He has 
addressed various public policy boards, legislative bodies, 
institutions of higher learning, nonprofits, faith leaders and 
congregations.  His interviews appear in the Washington Post, 
BBC, and the New York Times.  Ezekiel lives in Asheville, NC with 
his wife, and enjoys outdoor mountain activities, local breweries, 
and the incredible food culture Western North Carolina has to 
offer. 

Note: You don't have to be Jewish to attend, but you must PRE-
REGISTER. To do so, please send an email to: 
ashevillejbf@aol.com and put JULY 6 in the subject line. In the 
body of the email, include your name and let us know if any 
guests will be coming with you. 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 

Thanks, Cecile Kandl in Pennsylvania, for your nomination of this 
week's winner: 
We celebrated my partner's 50th birthday at Honey last night. We 
adore eating there and always choose it for our most special 
celebrations. Our server, Chris, could not have been more 
professional and helpful. He even took this photo outside for us! 
Thank you, Honey, for making our evening magical.  

Note: For more information about this restaurant, located in 
Doylestown, PA, please click: 
Here 
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2. FYI 

Very hot drinks are "probably carcinogenic" 
by Meera Senthilingam 

(CNN) Anyone who likes to curl up with a steaming hot drink 
should consider letting some of that warmth subside; drinking it 
could increase their risk of developing cancer.In a review 
published today by the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer, the cancer agency of the World Health Organization, 
drinking very hot beverages was classified as "probably 
carcinogenic to humans." 

For the rest of this informative review, please click: 
Here 
  
FYI, part 2  

To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:   
Here 

(1) Linda F. in NJ: . I really enjoy reading your wonderful 
newsletter. (2) David F. in NC: It [THE LOBSTER] is a film that 
you will either love or hate.  Personally, I loved it. (3) Think less, 
think better. (4) Parents should avoid comments on a child's 
weight. (5) Pillow talk with a professional cuddler.  
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3. Joke 1 

Bummer that he doesn't act in movies anymore. He was soooo 
funny. Turns out that he now devotes his attention to writing. 

!   
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4. Reviews 

A. Saw MAGGIE'S PLAN, a quirky romantic comedy about a 
young woman who becomes involved in a complicated love 
triangle. Greta Gerwig, Ethan Hawke and Julianne Moore are all 
film in this film that I liked--but did not love. It dragged toward the 
end, but came alive again with a cute final scene. Rated R. 

B. Out on DVD is 45 YEARS. My review from BLAINESWORLD 
#1011 follows: 
B. Saw 45 YEARS, a slow but interesting drama about a couple 
getting ready to celebrate their 45th wedding anniversary. All is 
going well until the husband receives a letter, indicating that the 
body of his first love has been discovered. I was a bit 
disappointed in the very last scene, in that I would have ended the 
film differently, but I'm not a director ... and I'll be curious about 
your opinion if you see it. Charlotte Rampling, up for an Oscar, is 
outstanding. I thought Tom Courtenay was every bit as good. 
Rated R. 

Note: If my friend Barbara F. in PA is reading this, please be 
advised that I have given nothing away with the above comments 
about the ending. It is just my opinion, much like I have written 
what I felt about the performances of the leading characters. 

C. Read TIME MANAGEMENT, one of the books in THE BRIAN 
TRACY SUCCESS LIBRARY (AMACOM) by Brian Tracy. 

The author, chairman and CEO of Brian Tracy International, a 
company specializing in the training and development of 
individuals and organizations, gets more done in a day than most 
people get done in a week--consistently. In this short, but 
insightful book, he shares his ideas on how to manage to manage 
time efficiently.  

The key is to value your life by saying: "My life is something 
precious and important, and I value every single minute and hour 
of it. I'm going to use those hours properly." 

This can even be done by sleeping better. As Tracy notes: 
Many people toss and turn at night trying not to forget something 
you have to do the following day. If you create a list before you go 
to bed, writing down everything you have planned for the coming 
weekday, you will sleep far better and awake more refreshed. ... 
This list will save you ten times the amount of time in improved 
productivity. Twelve minutes spent in preparing a daily list will give 
you a payback of 120 minutes, or two hours of increased 
productivity, when you actually begin work. That's an incredible 
payoff for such a simple work. 

TIME MANAGEMENT also covers such other useful topics as 
determining your values, setting clear priorities, staying on track, 
overcoming procrastination, conducting effective meetings and 
organizing your work space. 

D. Heard WHAT SUCCEESSFUL PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT 
LEADERSHIP (Hachette Audio), written by John C. Maxwell and 
read by Chris Sorensen. 

The author, a coach and speaker who has sold more than 25 
million books, believes that good leaders never "arrive" or know 
all the answers. They constantly strive to grow, and they 
continually seek better ideas.  

In this book, Maxwell attempts to share such ideas as a result of 
having studied leadership for over 50 years.  

For example, he notes: 
If you could cultivate only one habit to practice every day of your 
life, I believe it should be this: Giving more than you receive. ... 
Giving acknowledges that others have helped us. ... Giving 
requires us to get beyond ourselves. 

I also liked this tidbit: 
You can be a leader no matter where you are. You don't need a 
title. You don't need a position. You don't need a formal education. 
All you need to begin is the desire to lead and the willingness to 
learn. The key is influence. Leadership is influence. Your ability to 
influence others will be the single biggest factor in your success 
as a leader. 

WHAT SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT LEADERSHIP is 
perfect for new leaders, as well as those seeking a refresher on 
what they need to be doing on a regular basis. 
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5. TV alert   

A. BRAIN DEAD: Mondays at 10 p.m. on CBS 
TV GUIDE calls it "an enjoyable offbeat, scifi/political satire." I 
think it will be worthwhile because it comes from the creators of 
THE GOOD WIFE. 

B. GREENLEAF: Season premiere on Tues., June 21, at 10 p.m. 
on OWN 
This series drama is about a Memphis megachurch. Oprah 
Winfrey is the executive producer, and she occasionally co-stars.  

C. ANY GIVEN WEDNESDAY WITH BILL SIMMONS: Premieres 
on Wed., June 22, at 10 p.m. on HBO. 
The show's 20-episode rookie season will span pop culture and, 
according to HBO, "touch on everything from sports and 
entertainment to arts and technology." 

D. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF CARING: Available via NETFLIX, 
beginning on Fri., June 24 
Paul Rudd stars in a film that was a Sundance crowd-pleaser 
about a depressed writer who aids a depressed teenager 
suffering from Duchenne muscular dystrophy.  

Back to Top 

6. Joke 2 

Thomas is 32 years old and still single. One day, a friend asked, 
"Why aren't you married? Can't you find a woman who will be a 
good wife?" ... Thomas replied, "Actually, I've found many women 
I wanted to marry, but when I bring them home to meet my 
parents, my mother doesn't like them." ...  His friend thinks for a 
moment and says, "I've got the perfect solution. Just find a girl 
who's just like your mother." ... A few months later, they meet 
again and his friend says, "Did you find the perfect girl? Did your 
mother like her?" ... With a frown on his face, Thomas answers, 
"Yes, I found the perfect girl. She was just like my mother. You 
were right, my mother liked her very much." ... The friend said, 
"Then what's the problem?" ...  Thomas replied, "My father 
doesn't like her."   
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7. Clips/Websites 

A. Check out these clips at your convenience:  
  
(1) Bruce Lang (with Richard Shulman): Vincent 
Here 
  
(2) Magician Ricky Boone 
Here 

(3) Viktor Kee - Juggler in Strange Body Suit  
Here   

(4) Rachel R. in NC: John Hiatt - Have a Little Faith in Me  
Here 

(5) John S. in NC: Hungarian Shadow Dancers 
Here 

B. What if advertising slogans were really honest? This website 
contains hundreds of brands and their slogans re-imagined. One 
of my favorites is The Donald wearing a cap that proclaims: 
"Make America Hate Again." For others, please click: 
Here 
  
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to 
view it, please click: 
Here  
  
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet 
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite 
by clicking:  
Here 
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8. Technology tip 

If you're on Facebook, you won't see messages from people 
you're not currently friends with. To review these, click the 
"messages" icon at the top of your homescreen. By default, you'll 
find yourself in the "Recent" tab of your inbox. Directly to the right, 
you'll find the "Message Request" tab. After you click this, you 
may see a link that says "See filtered requests." Click that and 
then you'll see all sorts of messages from strangers on the 
Internet.  

I just did the above--and was surprised that there were some 
messages that I did want to see.   
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9. Joke 3 

Our cats don't need to read any such books because they already 
know all this stuff!  

!   
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10. A quote I like 

"The best thing to do when you find yourself in a hurting or 
vulnerable place is to surround yourself with the strongest, finest, 
  most positive people you know."--Kristin Armstrong (born 1973), 
 American professional road bicycle racer and two-time Olympic 
gold medalist  
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11. Thought for the day 

A farmer had a dog who used to sit by the roadside waiting for 
vehicles to come around. As soon as one came he would run 
down the road, barking and trying to overtake it. ... One day a 
neighbor asked the farmer "Do you think your dog is ever going to 
catch a car?" ... The farmer replied, "That is not what bothers me. 
What bothers me is what he would do if he ever caught one." ... 
Many people in life behave like that dog who is pursuing 
meaningless goals. 

Source: Author unknown; if you know who wrote this and/or where 
it came from, please notify me.   
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12. Advance planning department 

To read about each of the following events in full, please click: 
Here 

A. NC events 

(1) At Parkway Playhouse: LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS, 
starring Mike Yow and Karen Covington-Yow. (2) CLAYBOURNE 
PARK at Henderonville Community Theatre. (3) Join us on 
Tuesday, June 28, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. in the CarePartners PACE 
facility to learn more about elder law, powers of attorney, 
guardianships, and public benefits planning. (4) Free Magic 
Show.  

B. PA/NJ event 

One-Day Summer Solstice Mini-Retreat and Ceremony.   
_____________________________ 
  
PS. So what if your kid can't spell? It's the thought that counts! ... 
If you're a dad or your dad is still around, HAPPY FATHER'S DAY. 
And if you only have the memory of your dad, think how he would 
have appreciated such a card. (Mine would have!) 

!   

Make it a wonderful week, too! 
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