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1. Reflections
Note: See Section 2 for a way to improve the pictures that you
take.
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook and/or in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
don't miss an issue (and you get it earlier, too) by clicking:
http://tinyurl.com/ozgmxgs
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Celebrated our 10th wedding anniversary. That's us (top row,
left) the day we got married on July 10, 2015. Cynthia surprised
me with a poem (top row, right) to start the day off just right.
Note: If you can't read the poem, click the link that follows to see it
(and some other pictures) full size:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153406519364757.1073741872.519364756&type=1&l=10059c
730b
You'll also see a picture of my first surprise for her; i.e., an album
of our 10+ marvelous years together.
I then took her for a mystery date, beginning with a trip to Lake
Lure where we stopped off to say "hello" to both Jennifer Gray
and Patrick Swayze (middle row, left). For those of you who don't
recognize the name of the town, it was where DIRTY DANCING
was filmed. We also met two very friendly folks (middle row,
right) who worked at the Tourist Center: Julie Hartzog on the left
and Sharron Fieber on the right. Julie also had us laughing with a
joke that she told. It can be found in Section 3.
From there, we took a most delightful boat ride (bottom row, left)
around Lake Lure--a trip I'd strongly recommend. For more
information about these rides, please click:
http://lakelure.com/activities/
And then we went for dinner to Kelsey's (bottom row, right), which
was one of the first restaurants we ever ate at when visiting
Western North Carolina some eight years ago. Our server, Jackie,
was great, and we enjoyed the food. Best of all: The waterfall
outside was still running. For more information about the eatery,
please click:
http://nickandnickkelseys.com/
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(2) Joined friends for a tasty dinner at Strada Italiano. Pictured (lr): Sunny Ruble, Carole Biro, Cynthia Greenfield, Blaine
Greenfield, Elanne Chandler, Jan Duwelius and Wendy Finklea.
For more information about the restaurant, please click:
http://www.stradaasheville.com/
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(3) Alas, I had to rush away from the above dinner to get ready for
BUSINESS SINGS BROADWAY at Asheville Community Theatre.
I was in the production, singing one small group number--"The
Brotherhood of Man"--along with, l-r: Bruce Martin, George
Pappas, Keith Challenger, yours truly, Mike Martinelli, Annemarie
Brown, Marvin Sadovsky and Doug Hauschild. In addition, I sang
in three large group numbers.
Special thanks to Thomas Propest for the picture that follows. For
more information about his work, click:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153405665764757.1073741871.519364756&type=1&l=a931a7
206a
And kudos to Jerry Crouch, director, and Lenora Thom, musical
director, for guiding us through the process ... and helping us
even both look and sound halfway decent.
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For additional photos from the evening, please click:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153405665764757.1073741871.519364756&type=1&l=a931a7
206a
Also, can you keep something confidential? If so, you can view
our number by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scGRYGFl8yI
Note: Please don't repost this number on Facebook or any other
social media.
(4) We concluded our busy weekend with a delicious barbecue at
our friend Bonnie Sibner's new home. That's us (left) with Evie,
her new pup. Pictured (right) in the front row: BJ Leiderman,
Annemarie Brown and Tom Gallagher, and the back row: Marvin
Sadovsky, Bonnie Sibner, yours truly, Carole Biro, Brian Biro,
Cynthia Greenfield and Marcy Gallagher.
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For more pictures from the event, please click:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153406926574757.1073741873.519364756&type=1&l=ef5510
7be2
B. During the week, I met with Joe Mazellis for lunch at Cafe 64 to
discuss finances of the Asheville Jewish Business Forum. I had
what is rapidly becoming one of my favorite dishes: banana
oatmeal brulee. Just typing it is getting me hungry. For the menu
of this eatery, please click:
http://cafe-64.com/?page_id=2
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C. Congratulations to:
(1) Elsten Torres on the release off new CD. (Pictured below.) To
order it, please click:
www.elsten.info
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(2) Gail Frantz on her certification as a music practitioner in the
music for Healing and Transition Program.
Note: Gail is a very talented violinist and longtime friend who
played at our wedding. To view a clip of her in action, please click:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7re195r0XM0
(3) Jennifer Alivernini on her new job with the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.
(4) James Gibson on having his firm, Gibsonmayer, LLC, be
named as the 2015 Best by the readers of the BUCKS COUNTY
COURIER TIMES.
(5) Karl Carter on being profiled by the National Literacy for Media
Education. To read more, please click:
http://namle.net/2015/07/07/july-2015-m-passioned-member-karlcarter/
(6) Carol Oughton--now Carol Pollock--on her recent marriage.
D. Reminder: There's still time to enter ...
***** CONTEST #15 *****
One lucky winner will receive a copy of THE LAST PLACES ON
EARTH: JOURNEYS IN OUR DISAPPEARING WORLD by Gary
Mancuso. To quote from the book's description:
Gary Mancuso has seen how fast the world's biological and
cultural diversity is being obliterated by rapid globalization. In
2005, He saw the earth reaching a major turning point, when the
last remnants of primal humanity and nature would soon be gone.
So, in a life-changing gamble, he set off on a six-year journey to
see the earth's remaining wildernesses.
I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #972 and enjoyed it.
To enter: Put "CONTEST #15" in the subject line of an email and
send it to: bginbc@aol.com
... make sure you include your name AND snail mail address in
the body of the email . . . all entries must be received on or before
9 p.m. on Monday, July 20.
E. Condolences to Terry Haraz Valin and family on the passing of
Terry's father.
F. Correction: Thanks to Bruce R. in NJ for pointing out the
following: In the quote I like section [in BLAINESWORLD #980], I
think you made just a slight error on Omar Sharif's death. For
some reason, I think he did pass away but not in 2016. LOL.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to Rachel Pearlstein--a Tzedek Resident this
past year with the Asheville Jewish Community Center.
As part of her responsibilities, she helped with all the meetings of
the Asheville Jewish Leadership Collaborative. This involved
sending out meeting notices, as well as both taking and
publishing the minutes of that organization.
I'm a member of the Collaborative, and I was always very
impressed with how Rachel did her work. In addition, I was
amazed at how quickly she would respond to a question or
request for information. Often, she'd get back to me within
minutes after I had sent her an email.
Rachel has also been involved with two other organizations
affiliated with the Asheville Jewish Community Center:
LGBTQJew , the LGBT group, and YAJA, the Young Adult group.
And she has been of help to me with a mentoring program I am
currently getting off the ground in my work as president of the
Asheville Jewish Business Forum.
My only regret: Rachel will soon be moving from the area. She is
in the process of completing her work as a Tzedek Resident and
is currently exploring some exciting career opportunities--all
outside the Asheville area.
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Back to Top
2. FYI
To get a person to smile when taking a picture, ask him or her to
say the word "weed." It almost always forces the lips to go up. I've
often used this technique, and it rarely fails. (Thanks, Amy Suben,
for telling me about this.)
FYI, part 2
A. Clips
(1) Boy Hilariously Dances His Heart Out To 'Cuban Pete' At
Public Swimming Pool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgdlqCZn5X0
(2) THE HAPPY TIME (1968 Tony Awards)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=en7C6cLPGsA
Note: This was one of the first Broadway shows I ever saw. I
loved and hope that it gets revived-in both Asheville and
elsewhere.
(3) Jacques Brel in concert:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gosgf3nWjjs
(4) This Year's Best Actors in 9 Kisses
We invited Benedict Cumberbatch, Reese Witherspoon, Kristen
Stewart and more to pucker up.
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/12/10/magazine/thisyears-best-actors-in-9-kisses.html#intro
(5) Virginia Tech's cluelessness nets Penn State a free basket
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL_kjG3xXFY
(6) The cookie titan of Tucson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiUq28hxwHE
B. Other
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1WL
(1) Why Investing Is So Complicated, and How to Make It Simpler.
(2) John W. in NJ: I will admit I was wrong and jumped to
conclusions based on reading the reviews [of GO SET A
WATCHMAN]. (3) How to Cut Children's Screen Time? Say No to
Yourself First.(4) At Zappos, Pushing Shoes and a Vision. (5)
Swindlers Target Older Women on Dating Website. (6) A New
Cadre of Experts Helps Women Navigate Their Divorces.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
Two brooms were hanging in the closet and after a while, they got
to know each other so well that they decided to get married. One
broom was, of course, was the bride broom, and the other was
the groom broom. ... The bride broom looked very beautiful in her
white dress. The groom broom was handsome and suave in his
tuxedo. The wedding was lovely. ... After the wedding, at the
wedding dinner, the bride-broom leaned over and said to the
groom-broom, "I think I am going to have a little whisk broom!" ...
The groom broom says, "How can that be possible? We haven't
even swept together!"
Note: See Section 1A for information about who told me the
above.
Back to Top
4. Reviews
A. Saw TRAINWRECK, a very funny comedy written by and
starring Amy Schumer. She plays a woman who has been taught
that monogamy isn't realistic and so she has always lived her life
that way; i.e., until she meets a successful sports doctor (Bill
Hader) who falls in love with her. Schumer and Hader are both
terrific, as are Colin Quinn and LeBron James in supporting roles.
The beginning and ending sequences are about as hilarious as
you'll ever see. Rated R.
B. THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTE is now out in
DVD format . . . my review from BLAINESWORLD #965 follows:
Saw THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL, a followup to the BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL. It was again good
to see all the familiar characters return and, also, to have Richard
Gere effortlessly join the cast. The beginning was fun, then it
dragged--only to be saved by a great dance scene at the end.
The ending seemed to clear the way for a third film in the series,
but methinks I may have had enough with this one. Rated PG,
Though probably of not much interest to anybody younger than
13.
C. Read NEGOTIATION (AMACOM) by Brian Tracy, which is one
of a series of short books in the Brian Tracy Success Library.
This is one of the of the better ones. It takes the topic and does a
nice job of summarizing many of its key points while also
presenting many relevant examples.
As he points out in the chapter headed on the first chapter on
everything being negotiable:
You should develop the attitude that no matter what the asking
price is at the moment, you can improve this deal in some way in
your favor. You may be able to get what you want cheaper, faster
or with better terms. Make it a habit to continually look for
opportunities to improve the prices or terms in some way.
I also liked what he had to say about negotiations never being
final:
Negotiations should be seen as an ongoing process. No
negotiation is ever final. If you get new information that changes
your perspective on the situation, go back and ask to reopen the
negotiation.
NEGOTIATION would be a particularly useful book for anybody
not comfortable with engaging in the process. Or for those who
may have had very little experience.
D. Heard IT'S A LONG STORY: MY LIFE (Hachette Audio),
written by Willie Nelson with David Ritz and read by Christopher
Ryan Grant.
I liked this autobiography of the American country music singersongwriter, largely because it felt like he was directly telling his
story to me. It could have been in my living room or some bar.
Nelson seemingly tells it all, ranging from his childhood through
his battles with the IRS and, of course, his love for marijuana.
I enjoyed reading his recollections of what life on the road is all
about, as well as his description of the one (and only time) he
tried to settle into one steady gig in Branston, MO.
In addition, I got a kick out of hearing about his battle with the
original Highwaymen group when they sued him for using their
name. How this played out in court and what eventually happened
had me chuckling.
Adding to my enjoyment of this book was the fact that included an
original song, along with a PDF of photos.
Grant's narration was acceptable and sounded like it could have
been a younger Nelson speaking; however, I would have
preferred it if Nelson had been the narrator.
Back to Top
____________________________________________________
__________________
5. TV alert
A. TIG: Available now via streaming from NETFLIX
Documentary about Tig Notaro, the national comedy sensation
who introduced a now-famous stand-up set in 2012 with these
words: "Good evening. Hello. I have cancer. How are you?"
B. KNOCK KNOCK: Series premiere on Mon., July 21 at 9 p.m.
on FOX
Ryan Seacrest hosts a new reality that has unsuspecting
Americans having the chance to win prizes or once-in-a-lifetime
experiences on live television.
C. 7 DAYS IN HELL: Sat. July 25, at 9 p.m. on HBOSIG
This mockumentary tells the story of two tennis champs who
played the longest tennis match in history. According to a review
by Chris Bumbray in joblo.com, "It packs more laughs into its tight
fifty minute running time than most big-screen comedy hits and is
a pretty brilliant little one-off most of us probably didn't see
coming."
D. I AM CAIT: Series premiere on Sunday, July 26, at 9 p.m. on E!
Olympian icon Caitlyn Jenner, the one time Olympic icon, bonds
with her family as she becomes possibly the most famous
transgender woman in the world.
Back to Top
6. Joke 2
This also has me wondering: Is that why "they" call it white
bread?

!

Back to Top
7. Websites
A. We're Offended - An Original song by Steve Bryant (Copyright
2015)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvV-2w0EAhA
And also read the accompanying blog entry that's very interesting:
http://stevebryantblog.com/2015/07/13/my-most-offensive-postand-song-so-far/
B. George F. in NC: Miss USA 2011 - Should Math Be Taught In
Schools?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QBv2CFTSWU
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
http://www.blainesworld.net/
What happens when you give your name as a subscriber to this
blog? To find out, click "Newsletter" to the left and then "Privacy
Statement."
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
www.facebook.com/blainegreenfield
!

Back to Top
8. Technology tip
My iPhone 6 was showing no internal memory. (This had also
happened to me with my iPhne 5.) As a result, I couldn't take any
pictures. And what a disaster that would have been for readers of
this blog! ... I went to my local Verizon store, and they verified the
fact that I had few pictures and video clips being saved on my
phone. They told me to restore my original settings, and despite
this being a pain, I did it. ... Still no luck, so I went back, and they
told me to call Verizon help at *611. ... I did and was told there's a
simple solution: 1. Go to photos. 2. Check stuff that's been
recently deleted. 3. Then click permanently delete. .... Problem
solved.
Back to Top
9. Joke 3
CAN"T GET TO SLEEP? ... 1. Recall your least favorite subject in
school. 2. Get a book on that subject. 3. Start reading. 4. You'll be
out within minutes. ... And in the unlikely event that doesn't work,
you can always listen to this oh-so-touching story that has mature
lyrics--so don't listen to it while at work and/or around young
children:
tinyurl.com/m9kp4x6
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Back to Top
10. A quote I like
"There are only two days in the year that nothing can be done.
One is called Yesterday and the other is called Tomorrow. Today
is the right day to Love, Believe, Do and mostly Live."--Dalai
Lama XIV (born 1935) is the current Dalai Lama and is the
longest-lived incumbent.
Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
Note: My Biltmore Lake community is working to help make the
Brother Wolfe Animal Sanctuary a reality. This will be such a great
thing. If you're one of my neighbors, please read the note below
and make a generous contribution. Even if you're not a neighbor,
your support of this worthwhile endeavor would be much
appreciated.
Hi Biltmore Lake neighbors,
My name is Linda Hollinshead. The little smiley one on my lap is
Button and my angel in a doggie suit here is Yoda.
We are excited to invite our friends and neighbors in this
community to be founding members of the recently announced
Brother Wolf Animal Sanctuary! Some folks who live here have
been volunteering with Brother Wolf in a variety of capacities for
quite some time. Several of us got together after finding out about
the Sanctuary and how it will help Asheville keep its pledge to be
a no-kill community.
We explored various ways to participate and decided to focus on
the Veterinary Clinic as it will save almost 50% of BWAR's
medical expenses. Instead of spending an average of $30,000
each month on veterinary care at multiple vet clinics throughout
the county, the BWAR Vet Clinic will have its own veterinarian and
staff. This means more animals will be treated and saved from
years of abuse and neglect.
So, Biltmore Lake lucky residents, you can help us raise $10,000
to sponsor one of 4 exam rooms at the new clinic!! Any and all
donations are welcomed and we are thrilled and grateful for each
one. Gifts of $500.00 or more will be recognized with names or
memorials on the dedicated "Biltmore Lake Friends" plaque inside
the exam room.
Learn more here by clicking:
https://www.youcaring.com/biltmorelakefriends
Feel free to contact me as well: lagolindsue@gmail.com.
Let's show what a community can do when it chooses to get
involved!!
From your caring Biltmore Lake organizing committee:
Pam Beyer, Kristi Mizen, Leslie Dressler, Kim Preish, Barbara
Flint, Elaine Scherer, Blaine Greenfield, Terry Scholl, Marilynne
Herbert, Debi Treleaven, Carol Keheler, Marjorie Zack, Mary Jo
LaPorte and Linda Hollinshead
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click:
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1WL
A. NC events
(1) Shoulder and feet class at Weaverville Yoga Sunday July 26th
from 12-2. (2) Neighbor's Night Out at Artisan Cafe with live music
from Paula Hanke.
B. PA/NJ events
(1) Laughter on the 23rd Floor continues at the Heritage Center.
(2) BCCC Foundation's 21st Annual Golf Classic.
_____________________________
PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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