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1. Reflections  

 Note: See Section 2 for the reason why this is a shorter issue--
and for an important heads up.   
  
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook and/or in the unlikely 
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you 
don't miss an issue (and you get it earlier, too) by clicking:  
Here 
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:  

(1) Saw a fantastic production of COMPANY at Haywood Arts 
Regional Theatre. Pictured with us in the left top row: Daniel 
Hensley and Leslie Lang; and in the right top row: Strother 
Stingley and Tabitha Judy. Pictured in the left bottom row: Mike 
Yow and Karen Covington; and in the right bottom row: Lyn 
Donley. Other performers who shined were Charles Mills, Dwight 
Chiles, Kristen Hedberg, Stephen A. Gonya, Chelsey Lee Gaddy, 
Madison Garris and Kirby Gibson. Kudos, also, to Steven Lloyd, 
director; Kellie Brown Mullinix, music director; and Shelia R. 
Sumpter, choreographer. 

You're in good luck, in that the show runs through September 6. 
For tickets, please click:  
Here 

!  

!  

B. From there, we went to Pasquale's Pizzeria in Waynesville. 
Don't be thrown by the name; it's a lot more than just a pizza joint. 
Our dinners were excellent, and we had outstanding service from 
Gibby. We also got a kick out of this answer to the question, 
"What's a black and blue ribeye?" He replied, "It got beat up." He 
then told us that it was blackened and had blue cheese. Cynthia 
wound up ordering the plain ribeye and enjoyed it very much. 
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B. During the week, I: 

(1) Had the pleasure of visiting Lisa PLisa Pearsall Klepzig at The 
Chocolate Lab of Asheville, her recently-opened store in Woodfin. 
OK, OK ... I did more than visit. I got a whole bunch of chocolate 
that was incredibly delicious. Methinks I'll be back--often. 
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(2) Got a haircut at Courtesy Barber Shop, my favorite such 
establishment in Western North Carolina. I'm pictured with Bruce 
Morgan. He always  gives me a great cut. And so do the other 
barbers there: Chas Hyde and Danny Pleasant. 
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C. Reminders: 

(1) I'll be up North this coming Aug. 24-31, and I hope to see all 
my friends in both Pennsylvania and New Jersey during that time. 
Right now, I have two definite times for getting together: Saturday, 
Aug. 29, at 2 p.m. at Zebra Striped Whale in Newtown. Come for 
some great ice cream and music performed by John Strauss, 
Chuck Schwing, Todd Siben and possibly others.  

and/or 

Saturday, Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. at Poco's in Doylestown for dinner, 
then a great Comedy Cabaret show. Join me for just dinner, just 
the show or just both. If you mention at the show that you're with 
the "Blaine Greenfield group," you'll save $10/ticket!'' 

Note: If you can join me at Poco's for dinner and/or the comedy 
show, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and let me know, so I 
can have a count on the number who will be attending. 

And if either of the above dates don't work for you ... and you still 
want to meet up, please get in touch with me via email, Facebook 
message or a phone call. 
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(2) YOURS TRULY WILL BE IN YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN! ... I'm 
honored to have been chosen by Jerry Crouch, director 
extraordinaire, as one of the special "alternating" stars--rotating 
weeks with the very talented Mike Martinelli ... the show runs from 
Oct. 1-25 at Asheville Community Theatre, and I hope y'all can 
catch me in my two weeks, either Oct. 2-4 or Oct. 16-18. 

Note: Save $10/ticket by coming to a special performance on 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 7:30 p.m. To get tickets for just that night, 
make a check out for $18/tickets, payable to "Asheville Jewish 
Business Forum," and mail it, along with a stamped return 
envelope, to: Blaine Greenfield, 19 N. Kaufmann Stone Way, 
Biltmore Lake, NC 28715.  
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(3) Upcoming Asheville Jewish Business Forum event ... 

Date: Tuesday September 8 
Time: 6-7 p.m. (Come early from 5:30-6 p.m. or stay late from 
7-7:30 p.m. for networking) 
Location: Highland Brewing, 12 Old Charlotte St., Asheville, NC 

Speaker: Leah Wong Ashburn, President of Highland Brewing 
Company, about her company, which was established in 1984. It 
was the first legal brewery in Asheville since Prohibition. A tour of 
the brewery will be available to those who attend. 

Cost: $10/member; $15/non-member. Includes tasty hors 
d'oeuvres with a Caribbean/Latin twist from Tiger Bay Cafe. There 
will also be assorted desserts. Beverages at your own cost. 

To register, please go to "Register Now" at the bottom of the 
following page:  
Here 

Note: If you're not yet a member of the Asheville Jewish Business 
Forum and you wish to join at this time, there is also a special rate 
of $50 that includes the cost for this meeting. You save $15 that 
way. 

D. Condolences to Kevin Jameson and Linda Jameson on the 
passing of Robert "Bob" Farrell, their uncle.   

E. Congratulations to:  

(1) Joe Guice on being named to a merchandise management 
position for the 20th Anniversary Tour of Riverdance.  

(2) Jennifer Sell on being named the new music teacher at St. 
Pauls Elementary School in St. Pauls, North Carolina.   

(3) Josh Stein on being named Music Director at Hickory Grove 
UMC in Charlotte, NC.   

(4) Jensen Gelfond an being elected President-Elect for Asheville 
Kiwanis and, also, for being named to the Board of Directors of 
the Asheville Jewish Business Forum. In addition, he has been 
chosen as an honoree for the Biltmore Beacon 40 Under Forty 
Class of 2015.   

(5) Sam Tursky Uhl for the fact that her company, The Cheerful 
Word, has an Amazon Best Seller: Here We Go Joe: How one 
family created a final home for a father with dementia with love, 
honor, and dignity. For more information, please click:  
Here 
  
(6) Kathy W. in PA, winner of Contest #17: a copy of  WORD 
PLAY: HOW WORDS CAPTIVATE, ILLUMINATE, INTIIMIDATE, 
INFORM AND IMBUE US WITH INTELLIGENCE by Glenn 
Bassett. All told,  there were 12 entries. And that reminds me that 
it's now time to introduce:  
  
***** CONTEST #18 *****  
  
One lucky winner will receive a copy of BOGUS BALANCE: 
YOUR JOURNEY TO REAL WORK/LIFE BLISS by Deirdre 
Maloney. To quote from the book jacket, "BOGUS BALANCE gets 
to the heart of the work/life balance problem. It then gets to the 
good stuff, providing stories from those who have already worked 
their journey to bliss. Best of all, the interactive tools will get you 
 started on your journey, too." 

I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #978 and enjoyed it. 
  
To enter: Put "CONTEST #18" in the subject line of an email and 
send it to: bginbc@aol.com  ... make sure you include your name 
AND snail mail address in the body of the email . . . all entries 
must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, August 31.   

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 

This week, it goes to the many businesses, restaurants and non-
profit organizations in the recent MOUNTAIN XPRESS "Best of 
WNC" poll who I both utilize and value because of their 
excellence. They all scored in the top three of their respective 
categories. Check them out, and you'll be likewise impressed. 

Among those cited were the following: 12 Bones Smokehouse, 
131 Main Restaurant, Asheville Community Theatre, Asheville 
Drum Circle, Asheville Sandwich Company, Asheville SCORE, 
Asheville Wine Market, Biltmore Estate, Biscuit Head, Bonefish 
Grill, Brother Wolf Animal Rescue, Carolina Cinemas, Corner 
Kitchen, Creperie Bouchon, Charlotte Street Computers, CVS 
Pharmacy, Discount Shoes, Early Girl Eatery, Earth Fare, Farm 
Burger, Fine Arts Theatre, Five Guys Burgers and Fries, Flat Rock 
Playhouse, Green Sage Cafe, HomeGrown, The Hop Ice Cream, 
Ingles, Juicy Lucy's Burger, Kilwin's Chocolates, Fudge & Ice 
Cream, King Daddy's Chicken and Waffles, Korean House, 
LaZoom Tours, Mellow Mushroom, Mission Hospital, Navitat 
Canopy, North Carolina State Company, Oriental Pavilllion, The 
Original Papa Nick's, Our Family Doctor, Pack's Tavern, Parkway 
Playhouse, Pomodors Greek and Italian Cafe, Regal Biltmore 
Grande Stadium, Rosetta's Kitchen, Strada, Sunny Point Cafe, 
Terminix, Tupelo Honey Cafe, Tupelo Honey Cafe Soutshide, 
Vinnie's Neighborhood Italian, Walk a Mile (Our Voice), Wasabi 
Japanese Restaurant, Well-Bred Bakery and Cafe and White 
Horse Black Mountain. 

Also, with respect to winners of last week's award, I have this 
Correction: 
I'm sorry to have omitted these two fine individuals from the listing 
of the many fine folks who I know and/or have become my 
friends: Tom Hughes (aka Professor Whizzpop) and Joe Scully. 
They both are truly among WNC's Best.  
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2. FYI 

The word for today, and it is a scary one: Ransomware. 

As defined by Google, it is "a type of malicious software designed 
to block access to a computer system until a sum of money is 
paid." 

Your truly just got hit by the CryptoWall program--"the most 
significant ransomware threat being used to target U.S. 
businesses and individuals," according to an advisory by the FBI's 
Internet Crime Complaint Center.  

For more information, please click:  
Here 

In researching this further, I found out the following: 
What is CryptoWall ransomware? 

There are a few different ways that CryptoWall 3.0 is spread. It 
may be attached as a file or link in an email or instant messenger 
chat. It can infect you via a drive by installation which is when you 
visit a website that was compromised by ransomware. Or you 
might have downloaded a program or app which was pre-infected. 
All of these methods are things that can affect each and every 
one of us, which is why you need to know what ransomware can 
do--and then take more care when you're online, whether you're 
checking email or downloading files. 

Source:  
Here 

To move forward:  

1. I chose not to pay the ransom, in that I had no assurance that 
this would work. In fact, I was worried that if I paid the ransom 
there was no guarantee that this wouldn't happen again. This was 
also consistent with my research on the Internet, including this 
article: 
Here 

2. I am blessed to have found Jensen Gelfond, a computer whiz if 
there ever was one. (See also Section 1E.) I've used his services 
on a variety of technology-related issues over the last two years 
and so immediately turned to him for help on this matter. 

3. He is currently working with me to wipe my hard drive clean 
and then to reinstall my files that I had fortunately backed up with 
Carbonite. 

Note: If you learn one thing from my experience, it is make sure 
that you have backed up your files. 

For more information about Jensen, please click:  
Here 

4. Although I am usually pretty careful online, I will be even more 
so than I have been in the past on files I download, links I click, 
etc.  

5. And when I can, I will follow the advice that I have read and 
contact the FBI about what has happened to me. 

***** IF YOU'VE ALSO BEEN HIT, PLEASE DO SHARE YOUR 
EXPERIENCES *****  

Back to Top 

3. Joke 1 

A KID BORN TO PHOTOBOMB . . . and to quote, too ... as he's 
running in the middle of the two women, he's shouting, "I'm a 
merman now, I don't need pants!" For 20 other classic photobomb 
shots, click:  
Here 

!  
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4. Review 

Saw IRRATIONAL MAN, the latest film written and directed by 
Woody Allen. It's a drama about a burned-out college professor 
who takes a job at a small college. There he becomes involved 
with both a teacher and a precocious student who then has his life 
turned around after overhearing others discuss a possibly corrupt 
judge. I thought Joaquin Phoenix  was excellent in the leading 
role, and I very much enjoyed the ending. The film reminded me 
of MATCH POINT, an earlier Allen film that I also enjoyed. Rated 
R. 
  
Back to Top 
____________________________________________________
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5. Joke 2 

The Lamaze class was in full swing. The instructor was teaching 
the women how to breathe properly, and was telling the men how 
to give the necessary assurances to their partners. She said, 
"Ladies, remember that exercise is good for you. Walking is 
especially beneficial. It strengthens the pelvic muscles and will 
make delivery easier." ... She added, "And gentlemen, remember. 
You're in this together. It won't hurt you to go walking with your 
partner." ... The room suddenly got very quiet as the men 
absorbed this information. Then a guy at the back of the room 
slowly raised his hand. "Yes?" asked the teacher.... "I was just 
wondering," he said. "Is it all right if she also  carries a golf bag 
while we walk?" 

!  
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6. Joke 3 

A hypnotist, performing at a retirement home, asked,  "How many 
people would like to volunteer?" All those in attendance raised 
their hands. So after everybody was put into a trance, the 
hypnotist took out a pocket watch and  explained that it had been 
in his family for 6 generations. He then suggested, "Watch and 
every time you see this pocket watch, you will do whatever I 
suggest." At the very next moment, the hypnotist slipped and 
dropped his watch on the ground. As hundreds of eyes watched it 
shatter,  he shouted, "Oh, crap!" . . . It took 3 weeks to clean the 
auditorium. 

!  
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7. A quote I like 

Great way to remember those no longer with us ...  

!  
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8. Thought for the day 

Sooo true! And I don't know about y'all, but just looking at this 
picture is getting me in the mood for some of what's in that bowl.  

!  

PS. Make it a wonderful week! 
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