!

#989
9.7.2015!
In this issue
1. Reflections
2. FYI
3. Joke 1
4. Reviews
5. TV alert
6. Joke 2
7. Websites
8. Technology tip
9. Joke 3
10. A quote I like
11. Thought for the day
12. Advance planning department
1. Reflections
Note: See Section 2 for useful tips on how to procrastinate less.
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook and/or in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
don't miss an issue (and you get it earlier, too) by clicking:
Here
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Found Pon's Thai Cuisine, a Thai restaurant located in a most
unusual location: a gas station's convenience store at 3101
Sweeten Creek Road in Asheville. Don't be put off by that fact.
The food was delicious.

!
(2) Saw a fun magic show, IMPOSSIBILITIES, at NC State
Company. That's me in the top picture, trying to figure out what
Chris Collins, a magical comedian, did with my $20 bill. That's us
in the bottom picture with both Chris and Erik Dobell, the "mind
invader," after the show.
Note: Congratulations to both Chris and Erik. Come Spring, 2016,
they will have a permanent home for their show at the Iris
Theater located in the lobby of the Historic Gatlinburg Space
Needle in Gatlinburg, TN. For more information, please watch
their video announcement by clicking:
Here
Or to find out about getting tickets for this perfect family
entertainment, please click:
Here

!

!
(3) Joined our friends Marvin Sadovsky and Annemarie Brown for
dinner at the Westgate location, one of our favorite Asheville
eateries: The Green Sage. We've never been disappointed with
the food there.

!
(4) Constantly marvel at the views we get from Biltmore Lake (the
body of water that's the centerpiece of our community). Special
thanks to Maggie McMains for graciously sharing this spectacular
picture she took.

!
B. Reminders:
(1) Sit down debut of Bill Lewis
Date: Saturday, October 10
Time: 9-11 p.m.
Location: Comedy Cabaret, Northeast Philadelphia, 1580
Roosevelt Blvd, Philadelphia, PA
If you're a fan or friend of Bill Lewis, like I am, come see him
dazzle the Comedy Cabaret audience. Stay tuned for information
on how to get your tickets (it will be posted here in the near
future), and to find out how you can pay the discounted rate of
just $10/ticket.... In the meantime: 1. Please put the date on your
busy social calendar; 2. Let me know if you'd be interested in the
possibility of meeting beforehand for dinner that evening; and 3.
See Bill in the picture below, trying to find out what he will wear
that evening.
Note: If you're not available for this event and would like to get
together with me some other time, message me or send an email
to: bginbc@aol.com. I'll be "in" from Oct. 7-11.

!
(2) Catch yours truly in YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN! ... I'm honored
to have been chosen by Jerry Crouch, director extraordinaire, as
one of the special "alternating" stars--rotating weeks with the very
talented Mike Martinelli ... the show runs from Oct. 1-25 at
Asheville Community Theatre, and I hope y'all can catch me in my
two weeks, either Oct. 2-4 or Oct. 16-18.
Note: Save $10/ticket by coming to a special performance on
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 7:30 p.m. Just 32 tickets remains. To get
tickets for just that night, make a check out for $18/tickets,
payable to "Asheville Jewish Business Forum," and mail it, along
with a stamped return envelope, to: Blaine Greenfield, 19 N.
Kaufmann Stone Way, Biltmore Lake, NC 28715.
Tickets for Oct. 2-4 or Oct. 16-18, as well as for the other
performances that I won't be in, can be obtained by clicking:
Here
(3) In the Jewish tradition, concern for the poor is more important
even than building a temple for worship. Sefer Hasidim (a 12thcentury legal text) teaches that "if a community lacks a place of
worship and a shelter for the poor, it is first obligated to build a
shelter for the poor." The Jewish holiday of Sukkot
commemorates a time when we were homeless and poor,
wandering in the desert after escaping from slavery in Egypt.
Jews are commanded to "live" in temporary shelters, sukkot, for a
week, as a reminder of our plight. The holiday naturally draws to
our minds those who are poor and often live in temporary or no
housing all year. It is thus an appropriate time for us to experience
the barriers, dilemmas, and degradation suffered by the poor in
our community.
Carolina Jews for Justice/West, together with the Asheville Jewish
Business Forum, invite you to participate in a thought-provoking
and illuminating simulation of what it is like to live as a poor
person in Asheville today. The program will be provided by the
local non-profit organization, Just Economics, and will take place
on Tuesday, September 29, from 4-6 p.m. at the Edington Center,
133 Livingston Street. The cost is $10/PERSON (to cover fees
and material)) and participation will be limited to the first 45
registrants.
To register, please designate $10 for your registration fee and pay
via the following link:
Here
(4) There's still time to enter ...
***** CONTEST #19 *****
One lucky winner will receive a copy of HIDDEN STRENGTHS by
Thuy Sindell and Milo Sindell. To quote from the book's
description on Amazon.com: "Using assessments, exercises, and
case studies, the Sindells help you identify your most promising
middle skills and create a plan to turn them into strengths. In
today's work environment, not growing and stretching yourself
translates into lack of innovation, stagnation, and obsolescence.
Relying upon strengths is like relying upon training wheels - at a
certain point you need to take them off in order to improve and
grow."
I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #979 and enjoyed it.
To enter: Put "CONTEST #19" in the subject line of an email and
send it to: bginbc@aol.com . . . make sure you include your name
AND snail mail address in the body of the email . . . all entries
must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, September 14.
C. Congratulations to:
(1) Mary and Dave Dura on the birth of Julia Grace Dura, their
first child together.
(2) Toni Sherwood on the fact that her new comedy film, 3
WOMEN, is an
official selection at the FilmSpark Film Festival in Raleigh. Kudos,
also, to all the others involved in the production that stars Mary
McGahren, Paula Simpson Orr and Kevin Patrick Murphy and has
cameos from Miles Rice, John Granatino, Jenna Goforth, Victoria
Springer, Betsabe Fregoso and Hayley Heninger; cinematography
by Andy Crespo; and editing by Andrea Desky. Lastly, James
Hilderbrandt and Greg Pope served as producers.
(3) Rhoda Weaver for being chosen to perform at the Bernie
[Sanders] Bash in Asheville on September 20 at New Mountain
from 3-9 p.m.
Note: Bernie Sanders will not be appearing at this event. Rather, it
is designed to get out the word about Sanders, get Asheville
excited about his campaign, etc.
(4) Adrienne Clark on her retirement from Bucks County
Community College.
(5) Matt and Brenda Seibert on their recent marriage.
(6) Ryan Fallon on his appointment to 2nd Lieutenant with the
Philadelphia Police Department
(7) Tom Giraldi on the great song he has written. "The Trenton
Tomato Pie Blues" that has been performed by Johnny & The Pie
Men. To listen to it, please click:
Here
Note: It is all about DeLorenzo's Tomato Pie, the place that many
feel serves the best pizza--anywhere! Also, thanks to Rick at
DeLorenzo's for providing free pizza to any man or woman officer
dressed in blue during the entire month of September.
(8) Deborah A Scannell for being asked to be the cover artist
featured in the October issue of LAUREL OF ASHEVILLE.
D. Correction: Last week's issue mentioned the very fine
production of SPEED THE PLOW from the Langhorne Players.
By mistake, I mentioned Lorie Baldwin as the director. Rather, she
was the assistant director. Kelly Lake should have been
mentioned as the person who so capably handed the directing
duties. In addition, I failed to mention Maryalice Rubins-Topoleski
deserves recognition for effectively choreographing the fight
scenes.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to New Image Paint Service, the company that
is doing a lot of work in the Rockfish Cove section of our Biltmore
Lake Community.
New Image Paint Service does excellent work, whether it be
pressure washing, drywall repair or interior and exterior painting.
See for yourself the next time you come visit!
In addition, owner Keith Booth (right) is a real nice guy, as is Thor
Eie, his employee (left).
For a free estimate, call: 828.689.3133 or cell, 828.206.3133.

!
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2. FYI
To procrastinate less, start by doing this
Tips from research led by Timothy Pychyl, Piers Steel and
Alexander Rozental
1. Break a long-term project down into specific sub-goals. State
the exact start time and how long (not just "tomorrow") you plan to
work on the task.
2. Just get started. It isn't necessary to write a long list of tasks, or
each intermediate step.
3. Remind yourself that finishing the task now helps you in the
future. Putting off the task won't make it more enjoyable.
4. Implement "microcosts," or mini-delays, that require you to
make a small effort to procrastinate, such as having to log on to a
separate computer account for games.
5. Reward yourself not only for completing the entire project but
also the sub-goals.
Note: The above was part of an informative article in THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL entitled "Never Procrastinate Again." To read
it, please click:
Here
FYI, part 2
A. Clips
(1) Elsten Torres, Liah Alonso
Here
(2) Peter R. in PA: Here's a sneak peak at the launch video for
FINNI Cutlery:
Here
(3) Donna S. in AL:Keith Whitley-"Don't Close Your Eyes"-1988
Here
(4) Rose M. in IL: Donald Trump Interviews Himself in the Mirror
Here
B. Other
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
Here
(1) Team Kelli Brown Mullinix. (2) No Foul Mouths on This Field:
Football With a New Age Twist. (3) Lori H. in PA: I saw Learn to
Drive with Ben Kingsley and Patricia Clarkson in a sneak
peak. (4) Carole C. in NC: We loved Jimmy's Hall because of the
beautiful scenery in Ireland, the Irish music and the beautiful
faces of the extras. (5) Suzanne S. in NC: Great Job Blaine, and
happy Labrador weekend! (6) Bob H. in NJ: Great to see you in
Langhorne. (7) Seven L. in NC: I hope this letter finds both you,
and Your Lovely Bride are well. (8) Ellane C. in NC: As always, I
enjoyed this blainesword. (9) (9) Rod R. in NJ: He [Wayne Dyer]
graciously granted me permission to use one of his quotes in the
revised edition of my book on bipolar. (10) Carole S. in NJ: I
always enjoy receiving your recommendations for movies.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
My kind of march! I'd join, too; i.e., if I could remember where I put
the information on when and where it begins.

!
Back to Top
4. Reviews
A. Saw LEARNING TO DRIVE, a sweet dramedy about a middleaged book critic whose life is shattered when her husband leaves
her. In order to visit her daughter, who lives upstate, she begins
taking driving lessons from an American citizen originally from
India. Patricia Clarkson and Ben Kingsley are both outstanding in
the leading roles. I only had one problem with the film; i.e.,
Clarkson bought a car shortly after she got her license. There's no
way that would happen, especially given the fact that her
character lived in NYC. But I quibble. I strongly recommend
LEARING TO DRIVE. Rated R.
B. Out on DVD is LOVE & MERCY ... my review from
BLAINESWORLD #976 follows:
Saw LOVE & MERCY, a fascinating portrait of Brian Wilson--the
singer, songwriter and leader of The Beach Boys. Paul Dano and
John Cusack are both excellent as, respectively, the younger and
older version of Wilson. Make sure you stay for the credits to see
the real performer. Rated PG-13.
Thanks, Dave F. in NY, for sharing the following video that will
give you more insight into the above:
Academy Conversations: Love & Mercy
Here
C. Read GUIDESS WORLD RECORDS 2015(Guiness World
Records) by Guiness World Records.
This edition celebrates the 60 years since when the book was first
published, and it brought back memories of my loving it when I
was a child. I still love it.
How cool is it to find out stuff that would come in handy if I ever
were to appear on JEOPARDY; e.g., this tidbit:
As of Jan. 29, 2014, Bruce Masters (UK) had visited 46,495 pubs
and drinking establishments, sampling local beers were available.
He began his tour in 1960, and visited 936 pubs in 2013 alone.
I especially liked the free augmented reality app that included 3D
animation of the tallest man who ever lived: Robert Wadlow, who
reached the towering height of 8 ft. 11.1 in.
In addition, I got a kick out of the flashbacks that offered the best
of the iconic records from the past 60 years.
D. Heard A LIFE INTERCEPTED: A NOVEL (Hachette Audio),
written by Charles Martin and narrated by Kevil Stillwell.
This engrossing story tells the tale of a football player who
seemingly has it all. But when he is a falsely accused of a crime,
his life quickly falls apart.
I cared for the main character--all the characters, in fact--and I
couldn't wait to learn about what would happen to them.
I hope A LIFE INTERCEPTED becomes a film in the not too
distant future. In the meantime, I will now seek out other books by
the author.
Back to Top
5. TV alert
A. PROJECT GREENLIGHT: Sunday, Sept. 13, at 10 p.m. on
HBO
It has been 10 years since this last make-a-movie reality series
last aired. I hope this time, it stays on the air without another
interruption.
B. WALT DISNEY: Monday-Tuesday, Sept. 14-15, at 9 p.m. on
PBS (check local listings at Here)
To quote TV GUIDE, "Over two nights, American Experience
presents a powerful critical biography of the visionary animation/
film giant that serves equally well as a history of American art and
commerce."
C. JOHNNY CASH: AN AMERICAN REBEL: Wednesday, Sept.
16, at 9 p.m. on CMT
A tribute that features 12 of his greatest songs.
D. MATT FRANCO'S GOT MAGIC: Thursday, Sept. 17, at 9 p.m.
on NBC
Last year's AMERICA'S GOT TALENT champ prepares to open
his act in Last Vegas.
Back to Top
6. Joke 2
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN OLD PEOPLE START USING
TECHNOLOGY: A friend was in a Starbucks recently when her
stomach started rumbling, and she realized that she desperately
needed to pass gas. The place was packed, but the music was
really loud. So to get relief and reduce embarrassment, she timed
her releases to the beat of each song. After a few minutes, she
started to feel much better and finished her coffee. ... It was then
that she noticed everybody was staring--and suddenly
remembered that she was listening to her iPod with headphones.

!
Back to Top
7. Websites
A. Foreign Language Apps for Traveling Abroad
Here
B. Steven S. in FL: In appreciation and dedication to our pets ...
DOG spelled backwards = GOD.
Here
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
Here
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
Here
Back to Top
8. Technology tip
Are you familiar with the snipping tool? If it soooo cool for
capturing screen shots.
To capture a snip, do the following:
1. Open Snipping Tool by clicking the Start button. (If you don't
find it, type-in "snipping tool" in the search box.)
2. Click the arrow next to the New button, select Free-form Snip,
Rectangular Snip, Window Snip, or Full-screen Snip from the list,
and then select the area of your screen that you want to capture.
Back to Top
9. Joke 3
As always, you can count on "fair and balanced" coverage from
Fox! But relax, this is a satirical post. However, if you don't believe
me, you can check out the truth at Snopes.com by clicking the
following link:
Here

!
Back to Top
10. A quote I like
When you think everything is someone else's fault, you will suffer
a lot. When you realize that everything only springs from yourself,
you will learn both peace and joy.--Dalai Lama (born 1935),
Tibet's spiritual leader and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in
1989
Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
This sign gets an amen--and awomen, too!

!
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click:
Here
A. NC events
(1) FUNNY LITTLE THING CALLED LOVE. (2) Sidney
Barnes and Richard Shulman Celebrate the Music of Sam Cooke.
(3) GLASS MENAGERIE at Parkway Playhouse. (4) Chuck Taft in
Asheville NC: Blue Ridge Orchestra needs more quality, energetic
violinists in its ranks. (5) INFINITE POSSIBILITIES. (6) Asheville
SCORE-Women's Business Roundtable.
B. PA/NJ event
THE FANTASTICKS AT MCCC.
_____________________________
PS. This has me writing a note to myself: "Self, try this instead of
rice the next time you drop your phone into water." ... Also, If
you're like me and you celebrate all holidays because there's
more food, fun and friends that way, Shanan Tovah--or translated
from the Hebrew, ["have a] good year." ... Tonight marks the
beginning of Rosh Hashanah, which is also the Jewish New Year
of 5776. ... And if you want to make some money, bet any Jewish
friends you have that they don't know what's the actual year. A
non-Jewish friend of mine used to do that, and he always cleaned
up.

!
And make it a wonderful week, too!
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