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1. Reflections
Note: See Section 10 for Connan O'Brien's take on the recent
Republican debate.
Also, if you're planning to read this via Facebook, please be
advised that because of a change that company recently made, I
can no longer post the whole issue there. And in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
don't miss an issue by clicking:
Here
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I enjoyed being part of this
year's Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk, and I had the
honor of participating with two separate teams: (Kilwin's Team in
left photo) l-r: Blaine Greenfield, Bonnie Sibner, Marc Gallagher,
Tom Gallagher, BJ Leiderman and Ruth Citrin; and (Team Kelli in
right photo) l-r in back row: Blaine Greenfield, Jeff Messer, Kelli
Mullinix, Mark Jones, Jennifer Russ, Mike Martinelli, Karen
Covington and Mike Yow.

!
We then had a great buffet brunch at the Writer's Bistro restaurant
in the Renaissance Hotel, at which time we celebrated Marcy's
birthday. We also received great service from Samia. Picture, l-r:
Bonnie Sibner, Dave Blumlo, Judy Blumlo, Marcy Gallagher, Tom
Gallagher, Blaine Greenfield, Ruth Citrin and Cynthia Greenfield.
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B. We also attended a fantastic production of THE SPITFIRE
GRILL at The Asheville School that was directed with aplomb by
John Crawley (center). He also did a fine job handling the music
direction.

!
C. And we continue to enjoy the magnificent views that Asheville
provides, including this one in the photo taken by our friend
Darlene Kucken.

!
D. Condolences to:
(1) Joe Hodgson and family on the passing of Joe's sister to
cancer.
(2) The family of Mort Tannenbaum, a longtime friend and
colleague of mine at Bucks County Community College, on Mort's
passing.
E. Congratulations to:
(1) Maggie Whitney on being named as Cover Artist for the
November, 2015 issue of THE LAUREL OF AHSEVILLE.
(2) Michelle Marshall on having her art on the cover of November
issue of WNC WOMEN and, also, to have an article in the issue
about her and her studio mate Jen Aly.
(3) Pat Achilles on having the book she illustrated for the New
Hope Historical Society, "Let's Visit New Hope", accepted into
Phillustration 7 at the Philadelphia Sketch Club. The juried show
at the Sketch Club, which is the oldest association for artists in
the country, has an opening reception on Sunday November 8
from 2-4 p.m. For more information about the show and to see the
four pieces accepted, please click:
Here
(4) Asheville for being featured on two full pages in THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL! To read the main article, please click:
Here
While you're at it, catch the accompanying piece about the
Biltmore Estate:
Here
And these many cool pictures:
Here
(5) Thor L. in NC and Terry B. in FL, both winners of Contest #22:
a choice of one book (from a list of several possibilities that they
are being sent). All told, I was a bit disappointed that there were
only 4 entries and none of them contained any pictures.
However, I did like the Halloween costume ideas submitted by
both of the above readers. Thor recommended that we go as Bam
Bam and Pebbles, while Terry suggested the following:
One of the simplest Halloween get-ups I remember seeing was a
couple that bought dark brown cotton material(the color or a
Hershey candy bar)...made holes for the neck, arms and painted
on her outfit...Hershey ...whatever they write on their outer
wrapper and in his outfit...IN WHITE it said Hershey with nuts!!!!
SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE!!!! and you must admit...very
creative!!
And before I forget, it's now time to introduce:
***** CONTEST #23 *****
One lucky winner will receive a copy of A COMPLAINT FREE
WORLD: TAKE THE 21-DAY CHALLENGE by Will Bowen.
According to PUBLISHERS WEEKLY:
Bowen is a minister with a very simple message: quit
complaining. If you do, you'll be happier and healthier. Hence his
Complaint-Free World challenge; the goal is to stop for 21
consecutive days. Why 21? That's how long it takes to break a
habit, according to Bowen.
I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #583 and really liked it.
To enter, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com. Put CONTEST #23
in the subject line and include your mailing address in the body of
the email.
All entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 11.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to the entire cast and crew of YOUNG
FRANKENSTEIN that put so much time and effort into making the
show the success that it was. I feel honored to have been part of
this production.
Kudos to all, including:
Cast (in order of appearance):
Dr. Frederick Frankenstein ...Mark Jones
The Monster ... Waylon Wood
Igor .. David Fine
Inga....Calintha Briggs
Elizabeth Benning ... Nana Hosmer Griffin
Frau Blücher ... Carol Duermit
Inspector Hans Kemp ... Rock Eblen
The Hermit / Dr. Victor Von Frankenstein ...Strother Stingley
Ziggy ... Frank Salvo
Mr. Hilltop ... Blaine Greenfield
Ensemble:
Tate Albert, Charlie Burchill, Ruth Butler, Sally Cameron, Scott
Cameron, Tristan Cameron, Leslie Lang, Candice Owen, Caleb
Owolabi, Karyn Panek, Jessica Shepherd, Jerome Sims, Kyle
Smith
Musicians:
Reeds ... Sabrina Kumar
Trumpet and French Horn ... Kevin Young
Bass and Trombone ... John Horigan
Percussion....David Bruce
Keyboard ...Sarah Fowler
Keyboard II ... Kristen Dominguez
Keyboard III and Conductor ... Chuck Taft
Directed by Jerry Crouch
Music Direction by Chuck Taft
Choreography by Shari Azar
Technical Direction and Scenic Design by Jill Summers
Lighting Design by Rob Bowen
Costume Design by Ida
Properties Design by Jean Fullbright
Sound Engineer - Ron Whittemore
Wig Design - Stephen Veltman
Stage Manager - Richard Holcomb
Co-Dance Captains - Karyn Panek, Jessica Shepherd
Staging for songs "The Brain" and "Man About Town" by Mark
Jones
Production Crew:
Assistant Music Director - Sarah Fowler
Assistant Lighting Designer - Katy Hudson
Photographer - Rodney Smith
Assistant Stage Managers - Maggie Harvin, Lindsay Salvati
Wardrobe - Amelia Driscoll
Light Board Operator - Kathleen Ayers
Sound Board Operator - Richard Holcomb
Followspot Operators - Claire Mattera, Anne Garren
Run Crew - Kaylee Lorenzen, Cordell Nichols, Niko Fruechting
Madison Smith, Kyle Fitzsimmons
Head Stitcher - George Martinat
Stitcher - Sam Lambert, Jr.
Puppet Design and Construction - Lisa Sturz/Red Herring
Puppets
Puppet Assistants - Anna Aresco, Stevie Fenstermacher, Jean
Fullbright
Monster Makeup Application - Vanessa Sogan
Build Crew:
Matt Mattox, Adam Cohen, Cordell Nichols, Amelia Driscoll,
Ken Horgan, Walt Heinrich, Chuck Weigand, Ty Whitaker,
Niko Fruechting, Louise Layton, Richard Levy, Mike Mulry,
Annamarie Richman, Susan Maley
Mainstage Box Office/House Management Staff:
Suanne Faber, Hannah Parks, Shari Smith, Anne Wolf
Box Office Volunteers:
Tania Boggia, Rosemarie Carangelo, Terri Carr, Shirley
Cohen, Suanne Faber, Dave Lloyd, Nadine Lloyd, Alex
McPherson,Phil Miles, Carol Mills, Mike Vaniman, Ellen
Walker, Gail Wilson, Anne Wolf, Debbie Wood
A.C.T. Staff:
Executive Director - Susan Harper
Marketing Director - Jenny Bunn
With Special Thanks To:
UNCA Drama Department, Brevard College
Stuart Littleton, Jackson County EMS,
and everyone who lent a prop to this production
Pictured (top to bottom):
1. Cast and crew. I'm sixth from the left. For other great pictures
from the show, please click:
Here
Thanks to Rodney Smith and Tempus Fugit Design for talking and
sharing all of these pictures.
2. Rock Eblen with Blaine Greenfield. This was taken on a great
party bus tour that Rock hosted. For other pictures from that
evening, please click:
Here
3. Blaine Greenfield (left) with Frank Salvo and Ralph Coffey at a
cast party that Frank hosted; and (right) attendees at the party,
playing a fierce game of Cards Against Humanity. L-R: Frank
Salvo, David Fine, Shari Azar, Tristan Cameron, Paul Gallaher,
Claire Mattera and Sally Cameron.
Thanks, also, to Leslie Lang for hosting still another cast party.
There are no pictures from that one, but a fine time was had by
all!
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2. FYI
Please check behind your refrigerators every so often. A friend
recently had a leak in the water hose, and it resulted in thousands
of dollars of damage.
FYI, part 2
A. Clips
(1) Steven S. in FL: Flatula Backfire
Here
(2) Susan M. in NJ: Steve Martin & Edie Brickell: "Won't Go
Back"
Here
(3) Singing show tunes helps fight dementia (study is a few years
old, but still relevant)
Here
(4) Black Bear Gnaws on Delta 15s Seakayak in Berg Bay, Alaska
Here
B. Other
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
Here
(1) Cutting sugar improves children's health in just 10 days. (2)
Does exercise slow the aging process? (3) Natalie K. in PA: Just
saw Bridge of Spies. (4) Cheap Broadway tickets can be a matter
of luck, timing and apps. (5) Music to cats' ears. (6) All the
parenting advice you'll ever need. (7) Arbitration Everywhere,
Stacking the Deck of Justice.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
"A young adult novel is a regular novel that people actually
read."--Stephen Colbert (born 1964), American comedian, writer,
producer, actor, media critic and television host who currently
hosts THE LATE SHOW WITH STEPHEN COLBERT on CBS
Back to Top
4. Reviews
A. Saw THE MARTIAN, an exciting drama about an astronaut
presumed dead while on a manned mission to Mars. How he
survives is what this film is all about and though I have previously
not enjoyed films of a similar nature (think CAST AWAY), this one
works for me because of Matt Damon's outstanding performance.
There's also a terrific ending. In addition, I liked the
accompanying soundtrack that featured many disco song that the
Damon character did not like. Rated PG-13.
B. THE GIFT is now out on DVD ... my review from
BLAINESWORLD #988 follows:
Saw THE GIFT, a very suspenseful thriller about a young married
couple who are going through life as planned until an
acquaintance from the guy's high school sends their life into a
tailspin. Jason Bateman and Rebecca Hall are both excellent as
the couple, but it is the work of Joel Edgerton that really caught
my attention. He is not only creepy as the acquaintance, but he
wrote and directed this film that will leave you in suspense until
the end. Rated R.
C. Read SALES SUCCESS, which is part of THE BRIAN TRACY
SUCCESS LIBRARY (AMACOM) by Brian Tracy.
The author, a popular motivational speaker, has drawn from what
he has spoken about over the years and put the information down
into this short but oh-so-valuable book that covers 21 ideas for
selling success that can be immediately implemented.
Among them: becoming brilliant on the basics, analyze your
competition, prospect like a professional, provide excellent
customer service and managing your time effectively.
I especially liked this tip:
Call back your last ten customers, the ones who brought from
you, and say these words: "I just wanted to call you and thank you
for your decision to buy from us. We appreciate if very much. We
are doing some market research here at the company, and I was
just wondering if you could answer a question for me? The
question is this: What was the one reason that you decided to buy
from us rather than buying from one of our competitors. ...
Second, call your last ten noncustomers, those prospective
customers who decided to buy from your competitor rather than
from you. ... Tell me, what was the one reason that you decoded
to buy from our competitors rather than from us?"
SALES SUCCESS also included two though-provoking questions
at the end of each chapter. For example (after Chapter 7,
"Develop a Competitive
Advantage"):
l. List two reasons why your product or services is superior to that
of any of your competitors.
2. List two results, benefits or improvements that your customer
will enjoy when they buy your product, as opposed to buying a
similar product from a cpmpetitor.
D. Heard JUMP START YOUR GROWTH: A 90-DAY
IMPROVEMENT PLAN, written by John C. Maxwell and read by
Chris Sorensen.
The author, named the #1 leader in business by the American
Management Association, shares secrets that were based on
THE 15 INVALAUBLE LAWS OF GROWTH--his bestselling book.
For example, on Day 86, he cites this quote by Robert Shuler:
"What would you attempt if you knew you couldn't fail?" He then
encourages you to stop thinking, "Can I," and to instead focus on,
"How can I?" And he concludes the chapter with these two
questions: What you attempt if you knew this? What would you do
to make the attempt?
My only criticism: I would have wanted to see a whole year's plan
with new information for each day.
Back to Top
5. TV alert
A. THE DIPLOMAT: Monday, Nov. 2, at 8 p.m. on HBO
Documentary about the remarkable life of former US Ambassador
Richard C. Holbrooke.
B. THE 49TH ANNUAL CMA AWARDS: Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 8
p.m. on ABC
Carrie Underwood and Brad Paisley host in a show that opens
with multiple nominee Eric Church teaming with Hank Williams,
Jr., and includes collaborations between Thomas Rhett and Fall
Out Boy, and a Keith Urban-John Mellencamp duet.
C. MOM: Series premiere on Thursday, Nov. 5, at 9 p.m. on CBS
Ellen Burstyn stars at the birth mother of Allison Janey. June
Squibb, one of my favorite character actors, also appears.
D. GREAT PERFORMANCES: Friday, Nov. 6, at 8 p.m. on PBS
(Note: PBS dates and times often vary, so check local listings.)
Broadway legend Chita Revera is profiled.
Back to Top

6. Joke 2
A drunk decides to go ice fishing. He heads for the nearest frozen
lake and begins to make a circular cut in the ice. Suddenly, a
voice booms from the sky, "THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE
ICE HERE!" ... Startled, the guy moves further down the ice and
tries to cut another hole. Again from the heavens, the voice
bellows, "THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE HERE!" . . .
The man, now quite worried, moves way down to the opposite
end of the ice and actually manages to cut a hole . . . Once more,
the voice thunders, "THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE
HERE, EITHER!" . . . The drunk looks up and asks, "Lord, is that
you?" ... The voice replies, "NO, THIS IS THE MANAGER OF
THE ICE RINK!"

!
Back to Top
7. Websites
A. Perhaps the most amazing football play I've ever seen: Miami's
8-Lateral Miracle Kickoff Return Touchdown To Beat Duke
Here
B. Walter B. in NC: Talented Man Performs Sleight of Hand
Tricks... Without Hands. Amazing!
Here
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
Here
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
Here
Back to Top
8. Technology tip
If Your Wi-Fi Is Terrible, Check Your Router
by Brian X. Chen
Bob McConnell, a retired engineer, set up a new wireless router in
his home this year to get faster Internet speeds. Instead, he got
the opposite, with his iPad often getting no wireless connection in
his bedroom.
For days, he tinkered with the router's settings, but couldn't figure
out a fix. "It was totally ruining my life," said Mr. McConnell, who
lives in a condominium building in Kirkland, Wash. "Things would
work, and then the next morning they wouldn't work again."
For the rest of this informative article, please click:
Here
Back to Top
9. Joke 3
Customer: My keyboard is not working anymore. ... Tech support:
Are you sure it's plugged into the computer? ... Customer: No. I
can't get behind the computer. ... Tech support: Pick up your
keyboard and walk 10 paces back. ... Customer: OK. ... Tech
support: Did the keyboard come with you? ... Customer: Yes. ...
Tech support: That means the keyboard is not plugged in.
Back to Top
10. A quote I like
"Analysts are saying that after last night's dismal performance at
the debate, Jeb Bush's donors are in full panic mode. ... Yeah. ...
Apparently last night, Jeb Bush called his two biggest donors and
said, 'Calm down, Mom and Dad.' "--Conan O'Brien on CONAN
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Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next
morning while they were eating breakfast, the woman saw her
neighbor hanging the wash outside. "That laundry is not very
clean," she said. "She doesn't know how to wash correctly.
Perhaps she needs better laundry soap." ... Her husband looked
on, but remained silent. Every time her neighbor would hang her
wash to dry, the woman would make the same comments. About
one month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean
wash on the line and said to her husband, "Look, she has learned
how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her this?"... The
husband said, "I got up early this morning and cleaned our
windows." ... And so it is with life. What we see when watching
others depends on the purity of the window through which we
look.
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Back to Top
12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click:
Here
A. NC events
(1) FORTE, a Caret Show. (2) 70th Anniversary Celebration
(White Horse Black Mountain).
B. PA/NJ event
Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline.
_____________________________
PS. My wish for y'all is that you have a HAPPY HALLOWEEN! ...
And that you don't need therapy as a result of getting any licorice,
raisins, candy corn, gum and fruit. Those were recently voted as
the worst candy to receive. ... Instead, I'm hoping that you get a
lot of the best candy: peanut butter cups, Snickers, M&Ms,
chocolate bars in general and Kit Kat bars. (Source: http://
tinyurl.com/ptr37pl)

!
Also:
I can relate to the following cartoon! (And a friendly reminder: Set
your clocks back one hour if you haven't done so already. You
don't want to be set a precedent by being early for church for the
first time in your life.)

!
And make it a wonderful week, too!
Back to Top

