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1. Reflections
Note: This is a special issue with much to report--and extra
pictures. Consequently, not all regular sections have been
included. They will resume next week.
Also, if you're planning to read this via Facebook, please be
advised that because of a change that company recently made, I
can no longer post the whole issue there. And in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
don't miss an issue by clicking:
Here
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I were apart for the most time
since we've been married: 9 days! She was first at a Mindful
Eating workshop in Naples, FL, and then she visited family and
friends in New Jersey.
B. So I saw a bunch of plays, including two on the same day. (The
first time I've ever done that.)
(1) I caught CATFISH MOON, a delightful comedy, at the Flatrock
Playhouse downtown location with my friend Mike Martinelli.
That's Scott Treadway in the middle on the left and Lisa K. Bryant
on the right. They were both great, as were their fellow cast
members: Michael MacCauley and Mark Rowe. Three things will
stick in my mind about this show: Treadway's acting when he got
stuck with a fish hook, MaCauley's all-so-real depiction of a heart
attack and how Bryant came through at the last minute when the
original actress got sick.
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(2) I then saw Different Strokes' production of THE BOYS NEXT
DOOR, a humorous drama, with my friend Jerome Sims. In the
left photo, that's us with two of the stellar performers in the show:
Tristan Cameron to my right and Scott Bean on the far right. In
the right photos, that's Gary Gaines in the middle. Kudos, also, to
the rest of the outstanding cast: Denise Carter, Scott Fisher,
Danielle King, Karl Knierm, Bill Parks and Matthew Sauve, as well
as to Steph Hickling Beckman for her outstanding direction.
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(3) A few days later, I saw The Magnetic Theatre's production of
WASHINGTON PLACE--a powerful drama written by David
Brendan Hopes and expertly directed by Steven Samuels. In the
left photo, that's next to me, l-r: Allen T. Law, Traci Stewart and
Samantha Stewart. In the right, photo, that's Devyn Ray, Allen T.
Law and Samantha Stewart. All those in the cast were fantastic,
and I'd be remiss if I failed to mention any one member ... so here
goes: Terry Darakjy, Emmalie Handley, Allen T. Law, Valerie
Meiss, Devyn Ray, Samanatha Stewart and Sophie Yates.
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(4) I then had the pleasure of helping take tickets at the 3rd
annual Asheville Faerie Arts Festival. In the left photo are my
friends Rock Eblen, the person who put together the whole event,
and Kristalyn Bunyan, and in the right photo, that's me with my
friend Kelly Buchanan. For more pictures, please click:
Here
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(5) In addition, I was able to attend the beautiful wedding of my
friends Badi Miheli and Chelsey Gaddy (left photo) where I caught
up with Chandler Smith, another friend (right photo). For more
pictures, please click:
Here
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(6) And, lastly, I had a blast at the Hope Chest's annual luncheon
and fashion show where my friend Marcy Gallagher made her
modeling debut. In the left photo were those at our table: (front
row) Cappy Tosetti, Ilene Procida, Bonnie Sibner, Judy Blumlo
and Dave Blumlo; and (back row) Blaine Greenfield, Marcy
Gallagher and Tom Gallagher. In the right photo, that's me, along
with Tom, Marcy and John Boyle--my favorite columnist with the
CITIZEN-TIMES who did a fine job that day as one of the escorts.
For more pictures, please click:
Here
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C. I'm glad to report that Cynthia did not pine away in my
absence.
(1) She got to see my daughter Risa and her husband JP for
some delicious corned beef and pastrami at Livingston Bagel.
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(2) She also had great Italian food at Salugo Bistro where she
was joined by her friend Berta Ditillo.
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(3) On another night, she attended the wedding of her cousin
Carol Fishman-Bufano's daughter when Becky married John
Orman at the Venetian in Garfield, NJ. That's Cynthia with her
sister Joyce Litchman on the left and with Carol on the right. I may
be just a tad bit prejudiced here, but those are some fine-looking
women if I do say so myself. For more pictures, please click:
Here
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D. Finally, she had fun visiting the Turtle Back Zoo in West
Orange, NJ, with her good friends (left photo) Gail Frantz, Eren
Hepguler, Cynthia and Edina Hepguler; and (right photo) Cynthia.
For more pictures, please click:
Here
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D. Reminder:
There's still time to enter ...
***** CONTEST #24 *****
Please click the link below and take a look at all five of the
headshots:
Here
If possible, click each one to see it at full size and, also, to get its
number. ... Then send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and indicate
(in the body of the email) the number that you think is the best
one; e.g., for me to use as a future headshot. Also, include your
name and snail mail address. ... Kindly do so on or before 9 p.m.
on Monday, Nov. 23. Afterward, I'll put all names in a hat and
choose one person for a prize of a book from a list that you'll be
sent. ... Thanks for your assistance!
Note: The following picture is not in contention for the contest, but
it shows what I think about the photographer--Michelle Baker-who took the above photos and this one, too; i.e., she gets a big
thumbs up.
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2. Joke 1
A young guy drops off his girlfriend at her home after being on a
date. When they reach the front door, he leans up against it,
kisses her and then asks, "How about some sex?" ... Horrified,
she replies, "Are you mad? My parents will see us!" ... "Don't
worry, they're sleeping," he ensures her. "Please. I love you so
much." ... "No, no, no. I love you, too. But I just can't." ... "Baby,
don't be like that." ... Suddenly, the girl's younger sister shows up
at the door in her nightgown and her hair disheveled . She looks
at them and says in a sleepy voice, "Dad says either you have
sex with him or I can or he'll send mom downstairs to do it, but for
God's sake, tell your boyfriend to take his hand off the intercom."
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3. Joke 2
SNEAK PREVIEW ... a first look at Asheville's proposed I-26
Connector!
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4. Joke 3
A woman was sipping on a glass of wine while sitting at a
restaurant with her husband, and she says, "I love you so much, I
don't know how I could ever live without you." ... Her husband
asks, "Is that you or the wine talking?" ... She replies, "It's me-talking to the wine."
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PS. I wonder how today's politicians would have responded to this
...
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Happy Turkey Day on Thursday, Nov. 26, to you and your family.
And make it a wonderful week, too!
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