
 

You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 4, 7 and 10); contests; reviews of shows. movies and books;
quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In the unlikely
event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to the free mailing
list: Here.
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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I had a blast at the cast party for AT THE CAFE. Special thanks to Bonnie
Sibner for hosting the event, Marcy Gallagher for preparing the food and Dave Bates for leading all those in
attendance in various singalong tunes.

Note: To hear just one of them ("You Gotta Have Heart"), click: Here.
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B. We enjoyed delicious hamburgers at Farm Burger on Hendersonville Road.

C. And we had a tasty dinner with our friends Grant Randall and Ginny Plaisted at Apollo Flame Bistro on
Brevard Road. While there, we received excellent service from Jessica Vasquez.

D. I had the pleasure of hosting four BLAINESWORLD podcasts/videocasts this past week:

(1) Top photo: 
11.13.2023 - Connie Hurst & Steve Jencks discuss Old Fort Community Players



(2) Bottom photo:
11.15.2023 - Carolyn Cronin, Director; and Beverly Buckner, Assistant Director--ABBCM Transformation
Village 

(3) Top photo: 
11.16.2023 - Jen Hyde--Owner, Body Art Magic

(4) Bottom photo:
11.17.2023 - Lynn McKinney--Senior Executive Assistant, Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry
(ABCCM)

E. Condolences to Cara Cotellese and family on the passing of Cara's mom.

F. Congratulations to:

(1) Meridith Elliott Powell on her appearance on Nido Qubein’s TV show. To view it, click: Here.

(2) Eric Carter and his son Sean on the sale of their two Dickey's restaurants in Western North Carolina. They
did a great job running them, and they will be missed--especially by Cynthia and me. (We were big fans.)

F. Thanks, Kathy Murr, for nominating the recipient of this week's ...

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

https://www.pbs.org/video/meridith-elliott-powell-business-growth-leadership-expert-9yj3fl/


It goes to Capt. Kevin Johnsen who owns the best place to charter a boat for fishing in Marathon Key.

Our family had an amazing time, and Kevin taught us so much about the fish we were catching. He went
above and beyond for us, and we especially appreciated this since it was our first time there. 

For more information, click: Here.

Pictured (below): Kevin has the blue-tinted sunglasses, and my son Chris has the green-tinted ones.  

2. Invites
A. Last chance to enter ... 

***** CONTEST #17 *****   

One lucky reader will win a copy of The Fabric of Her Dancing Shoes by Terri St. Cloud. 

About the book:
A woman's journey inward, the author reflects on subjects that include self doubt, mattering, relationships and
love. With original poetry mixed through-out, the book encourages the reader's own inner journey. 

Here's what one reader had to say about it:
I absolutely love this book! It made me laugh, it made me cry, and it took me into the very heart of my own
inner journey. Terri St. Cloud has a way of writing that takes you along on her journey and lets you see how
your own journey meanders along many of the same paths. We're all looking for 'what's real' as she calls it.
We all want to know why we're here and how we want to be in the world. With humor, and total honesty, Terri
lays her heart wide open so that we can look into it and see that our own hearts just want to be open and free,
and she gives us her wisdom and insight on how we can make that happen. I highly recommend this book for
all women on the road to finding themselves. 

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST 17 in the subject line. Include your
name and home mailing address in the body of the email. All entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on
Monday, Nov. 20.

B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD podcast/videocast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you
can listen to it on your favorite podcast player. If you have news you'd like to share and/or a story to tell, send

https://floridakeysreeladventures.com/


an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put GUEST in the subject line. In the body of the email, include both your
name and phone number. 

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via Zoom,
usually in the early evening. 

For more information about the podcast/videocast, click: Here.

C. Are you interested in shows, concerts, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a group I've
formed on Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when
you click: Here.

D. Come join Cynthia for the course she'll be teaching for Arms Around ASD this week: Move Your Body on
Wednesday via Zoom or in person. 

To attend this course and/or any other that is being offered, scroll down to Calendar when you click: Here.

3. FYI

Yes, You Can Get Better at Saying No
by Angela Haupt

There’s a common malfunction that occurs when well-intentioned people open their mouths to say no: The
word “yes” tumbles out instead.

We’ve all been there, says Vanessa Bohns, department chair and professor of organizational behavior at
Cornell University. No is a deceptively short, simple word that can trigger several layers of anxiety for the
person trying to say it. For starters: What does it reveal about our character? “We worry that we’re essentially
communicating that we’re not a helpful person; we’re not a nice, kind person; we’re not a team player,” Bohns
says. “We’re too lazy to take something on, or we don’t want to work hard.”

At the same time, she adds, we’re likely stressing over how that “no” might offend the other person, and what it
conveys about our relationship with them. As Bohns puts it, you might think “it’s telling the person, ‘Your
standing with me is not what you thought it was. We’re not actually that close.’” In reality, however, such
concerns are often overblown.

For the rest of this informative article, click: Here.

4. Joke 1

My rule, too! (Thanks, Lori Brown, for sharing.)
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5. Reviews

A. THE HOLDOVERS is a touching dramedy about a curmudgeon who teaches at a New England prep
school and is stuck on campus to babysit a few students over Christmas break in the early 1970s. Paul
Giamatti is outstanding in the leading role, as is Dominic Sessa (in his first film) as a troubled kid. We also
liked Da’Vine Joy Randolph's work as the school's cook. Look for it to get several Oscar nominations. Rated
R. 

B. NEXT GOAL WINS follows the American Samoa soccer team, infamous for its brutal 31-0 FIFA loss in
2001. Michael Fassbender shines as the coach of a group of misfits who attempt to turn things around. The
first half dragged a bit, but things came alive in the second half. And even if you're not a soccer fan, you'll find
yourself cheering at the end. Rated PG-13.

6. TV alert

A. Best Netflix movies: Here.

B. Best Amazon Prime movies: Here.

C. Best Apple TV+ movies: Here.
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D. And for this week, consider:

(1) EXMAS: Now on Prime Video
Robbie Amell plays a commitment-phobe who surprises his family with a Christmas visit — only to learn that
they’re celebrating with his ex-fiancée (Leighton Meester).

(2) MAY DECEMBER: On Netflix starting Dec. 1
Like the real Mary Kay Letourneau — jailed for bedding a 12-year-old she later married and had children with
— this film’s Gracie (Julianne Moore, 62), was jailed for sex with young Joe (Charles Melton, 32). Now they’re
married and about to send their teens off to college.

(3) THE CROWN, SEASON 6: Now on Netflix
The show's sixth and final season (which covers 1997–2005) will premiere in November with four episodes,
with the last six arriving on December 14.  

(4) SCOTT PILGRIM TAKES OFF: Now on Netflix
The eight-episode Scott Pilgrim is based on both the graphic novels and the classic 2010 live-action movie. It
will feature all the actor voices of the movie’s characters, including Michael Cera, Mary Elizabeth Winstead,
Kieran Culkin, Anna Kendrick, Chris Evans, Jason Schwartzman, Alison Pill, Brie Larson, Aubrey Plaza,
Brandon Routh and Ellen Wong.

7. Joke 2

I was kidnapped by memes, and they did unspeakable things to me. (Thanks, Shulman for sharing.)
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8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!
 
(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.
 
I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
 
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.
 
Note: Even if you did not do a recording, I welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"
but any other Turtles' song.
 
(2) For this week, please view this solo violin cover from Roberts Balanas: Here.

B. Video of the week

Chris Montez, "Let's Dance," both a great song and video: Here. 
 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:
(1) David Case, accompanied by Dave Bates: “Good Bye Old Girl," one of my all-time favorites: Here.

(2) Howard Smith: Hymns (11.19.2023): Here

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Neil Young: Here.

(4) The above clip mentions "Love Earth," Young's song. To see the video of that song, click: Here.

(5) Happy Thanksgiving my friends. This beautiful and moving song is one we all need to hear in these
troubling times. We need to remember as the song says, to be the change we need in this world. May this
song bring all hope, comfort and peace.  
Josh Groban - Thankful: Here. (Thanks, Natalie Kaye, for sharing.)

(6) Jonathan Berg: The truth vs. the husband answer: Here. (Thanks, Jonathan Berg, for sharing.)
 
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

If you’re looking to create your own ambient background music to listen to while you work or read, A Soft
Murmur is a fun website for you. Create your own mix of white noise and other natural sounds to relax and
waste some time by clicking: Here.
 
E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click:  Here.
.
F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free to
send me an invite by clicking: Here.

9. Technology tip

If your PC is taking too long to boot, it's probably because you have far too many programs running at startup.
It's easy to reduce these and it will make your PC launch noticeably faster. Make sure you research what you
are turning off as some processes might be needed by third-party programs you have installed.

To find out the specifics for Windows or Mac computers, go to the third tip from top when you click: Here.

10. Joke 3

If you can't find the book you're looking for, you must be in the ...
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11. Two quotes I like

A. Top photo: 
Thanks, John Morris (1939-2023), for having been the coordinator and M.C. for the era-defining Woodstock
festival. He also helped run the storied rock venues Fillmore East in New York City and the Rainbow theater in
London. For more information about this life, click: Here.

B. Bottom photo:
Thanks, Johnny Green (1933-2023), for your basketball career that included consensus second-team All-
American honors when you played college basketball for Michigan State and being named four times as an
NBA All-Star over a 14-year career. I'll most remember him for his nickname, "Jumpin' Johnny Green," and for
the fact that for some inexplicable reason I took the first two words and used them as the basis for a radio
show I hosted while in college. For more information about his life, click: Here.

12. Thought for the day
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May we all praise more than we criticize ... let's be the change we wish to see, we want to hear ... .and long to
feel. To view the clip that drives this point home, click:
Here. (Thanks, Lorraine Allen, for sharing.)

PS. Make it a great week!
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