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1. Reflections 

Note: Section 7 has been revamped. As such, clips can now be 
found there (instead of in Section 2).   
  
Also, if you're planning to read this via Facebook or Linkedin, 
please be advised that you should continue to get your copy via 
email due to the fact that you'll never miss it that way due to the 
fact that you may not have logged in for a day or two. And in the 
unlikely event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure 
you never miss an issue by clicking:   
Here 
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I: 

(1) Had a marvelous Thanksgiving at the home of our friends 
Carole and Brian Biro. Pictured: (top) the new tattoo that Cynthia 
got me for the holidays; (bottom left) us with several members of 
our framily--the friends we call our family--out for our annual walk; 
and (bottom right) most of the same framily members in a selfie. 
For more pictures from the day, please click: 
Here 

Note: It was a somewhat bittersweet occasion, in that it was the 
last Thanksgiving we'll be having at this particular home. Carole 
and Brian just sold it and though they'll be living close by, we will 
miss the many fond holiday get togethers we've had there over 
the past seven years. 

!   

!   

(2) Enjoyed a tasty dinner at Bier Garden (left photo) with Bonnie 
Sibner and Barbara Brady, third and fourth from the left 
respectively. We then went to see SOMEONE ELSE, a fantastic 
new play, at NC Stage that was written by Charlotte Cohn and 
Jason Odell Williams and starred Cohn and Charlie Flynn-McIver. 
Pictured, l-r: Marvin Brown, Annemarie Sadovsky, Bonnie Sibner, 
Jason Odell Williams, Charlotte Cohn, Charlie Flynn-McIver, 
Barbara Baker, and Blaine and Cynthia Greenfield. 

!   

B. During the week, I joined my friend Kelly Buchanan (left) for an 
excellent meal at Isis Restaurant & Music Hall. Afterward, we 
stayed to see Strother Stingley (right) in the radio play version of 
IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE. He was great, as was the rest of the 
cast: Lauren Kriel, Carin Metzer and Alexander Sapp. Kudos, 
also, to Willie Repoley for his direction of this Immediate Theatre 
Project production. 

!   

C. Cynthia, meanwhile, had a tough day at the Wake the Foot 
Sanctuary & Shop with her friend Marcy Gallagher. This picture 
has me thinking that I'm going to have to get there sometime 
soon! 

!   

D. Reminders: 

(1) There's still time to enter ... 

***** CONTEST #25 ***** 

I have increased your odds. of being a winner of a book on CD. 
Originally, I was just going to have one prize, but now there will be 
several given to readers from a list that you will be sent. This is a 
great way to catch up on books while traveling, exercising, etc. 
  
Note: I ordinarily try to give out new books and CDs in contest, 
but some of these may be "gently used" (meaning that I may have 
listened to them once prior to reviewing them in this blog). In no 
way will this take away from your listening enjoyment. 
  
To enter: Put "CONTEST #25" in the subject line of an email and 
send it to: bginbc@aol.com ... make sure you include your name 
AND snail mail address in the body of the email ... all entries must 
be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 14.   

(2) Come be my guest at the upcoming Holiday Party of the 
Asheville Jewish Business Forum. (You don't even have to be 
Jewish to attend.) Plenty of good food, as well as good friends--
present or future. It takes place on Wednesday, Dec. 9, from 5:30 
on in Weaverville, NC. If interested in attending, send an email to: 
bginbc@aol.com and put HOLIDAY PARTY in the subject line. I'll 
then get back to you with directions. 

E. Condolences to:  
  
(1) Pat Laser and family on the passing of Pat's mom, Florence 
Sylvia Smith Stager.    

(2) David Joe Miller and family on the passing of Rebecca Steele, 
David's cousin. 

F. Congratulations to: 

(1) Paul Spiel on his retirement from Bucks County Community 
College. 

(2) Kenneth  Shinozuka on being interviewed on the New York 
Launch Pod. To listen to what he had to say, please click: 
Here 

(3) Asheville for being featured in askasheville.com's posting, "27 
Things Asheville Is Known For" 
Here  

(4) Emily Shaules on being featured in YOUR WORST 
NIGHTMARE. Look for this TV show to air on January 13th at 9 
p.m. on the Discovery ID channel. 

(5) David Joe Miller, storyteller extraordinaire, on being featured in 
the December issue of LAKE LIFE. 

(6) Maureen Simon for being chosen to have her photographs 
displayed in the Canton Library in Waynesville, NC. 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 

This week, it goes to Danny and Sharon Brice (pictured below) at 
a recent meeting we had at my favorite place for pizza in the 
Asheville area: Favilla's. 

Both are my friends. In addition, Danny is an accomplished IT 
professional who has helped me over the years, and Sharon is his 
even more intelligent wife. 

They were also a big help to me with the publication of my first 
book that I described in last week's issue. 

Note: In case you missed seeing information on how to obtain a 
free copy, just click: 
Here 

Then click "Download File" at the bottom, and you're all set. Enjoy 
and feel free to share your reaction(s).   

!   
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2. FYI 

Thanks, Judy C. in PA, for sharing this great idea that makes 
sense to me. Mr. Curious here: If you try it, let me know the 
results.  

!   

Thanks, also, to Tera B. in NC for this further explanation on 
something I ran last week:   
Just to clarify about the coupons. I'm not actually sure if you take 
a picture of the coupon that it will work or not. What I did was I ran 
a Google search for "Target coupons," and I found a picture of a 
coupon on the Internet and the lady at the cash register scanned 
it from my phone. So I didn't actually take the picture with my 
phone, but that might work too. Either way, what you said is a 
good idea to at least try. 
  
FYI, part 2    
  
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:  
Here 

(1) Carole S. in NJ: A big CONGRATULATIONS for your 1000th! 
(2) Herb F. in PA: Congratulations on 1000. (3) Brad M. in 
FL:  Blaine-congratulations on reaching the 1000 milestone. (4) 
Addicted to Distraction. (5) Ingrid M. in PA: Somehow TV alert 5A 
[a show about Donald Trump's background] really tickled my 
funny bone when I read it. (6) The Return of Werner Erhard, 
Father of Self-Help. (7) Mags B. in FL: Congrats on your 1000th 
edition. (8) Mandy R. in PA: To the original social media 
trailblazer...wow! 1,000 publications. (9) Jim D. in 
PA: Congratulations on your 1,000 editions. (10) Susan R. in NC: 
Congrats on the book! (11) Karen C. in NC: Congrats and thanks 
for the free book! (12) Gene S. in NC: Congratulations, Blaine! 
(13) Steve G. in PA: Kudos on achieving the 1000th issue. (14) 
Tera B. in NC: Congratulations on BlainesWorld 
#1000! (15) Sunny C. in NC: I learned about an interesting group 
[The World Cafe]. (16) On Guns, We're Not Even Trying. 
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3. Joke 1 

I helped my friend put up his Chirstmas tree yesterday. We 
worked very hard! 

!   
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4. Reviews 

A. Saw BROOKLYN, a sweet story about a young Irish immigrant 
who comes to America. After an initial period of homesickness, 
she finds love--only to be called back to Ireland. She must then 
choose between the two countries. Saoirse Ronan is outstanding 
in the leading role, as is Emory Cohen as her Italian love interest. 
The "look" of 1950s Brooklyn is very realistic. Rated PG-13. 

Note I just added this film to my list of all-time favorites. If you'd 
like to get a copy of that list, send an email to bginbc@aol.com 
and put FAVORITES in the subject line. 

B. There's nothing out on DVD this week that caught my attention, 
so I went back and revisited WHAT'S EATING GILBERT GRAPE--
and enjoyed it very much. This 1993 drama tells the story of a 
family who struggles to exist without a father figure. Johnny Depp 
tried to keep things afloat, but it is difficult in that he also had to 
care for his younger brother (Leonardo DiCaprio who won a well-
deserved Oscar nomination for his work). Rated PG-13.  

C. Read BASEBALL DADS: THE GAMES GREAEST PLAYERS 
REFLECT ON THEIR FATHERS AND THE GAME THEY LOVE 
(Skyhorse Publishing) by Wayne Stewart. 

The author, a professional sportswriter for more than 30 years 
and the author of 30 books, has collected baseball-related 
memories of 15 ballplayers about the impact that their fathers had 
on their lives both on the field and off. 

The players included range from superstars like Josh Hamilton 
and Steve Garvey to journeymen such as John McDonald and 
Shelley Duncan. 

In many of the instances, they all received a variation of the 
following advice that Larry Jones passed on to his son Chipper: 
A believer, as he once wrote, that a child "will give you what you 
demand of them," he firmly but lovingly raised his son to strive to 
always do his best. Chipper, suitably schooled, refused to be 
mediocre. 

BASEBALL DADS would be the perfect gift for fathers to share 
with their son this coming holiday season--or vice versa. 

D. Heard LIVING WITH A SEAL: 31 DAYS TRAINING WITH THE 
TOUGHEST MAN ON EARTH (Hachette Audio), written and read 
by Jess Itzler. 

The author, a successful entrepreneur, had been in good shape, 
but decided he wanted to really get into even better shape. So he 
hired an accomplished Navy SEAL who was widely considered as 
the "toughest man on the planet." 

The two then spend 31 days together that had me thinking that 
I'm glad I never want to go through such a workout routine. Just 
thinking about it has me wanting to go back to sleep. 

However, I found myself surprisingly drawn to this book. Itzler's 
writing is quite funny in many spots, but I also liked how he 
brought life lessons into his account. 

This one, in particular, struck home: Anything is possible! 
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5. TV alert   

A VERY MURRAY CHRISTMAS: Available on Friday, Dec. 4, via 
NETFLIX 
Billy Murray does a twisted send-up of vintage celebrity Christmas 
specials that also features George Clooney, Miley Cyrus, Amy 
Poehler and Chris Rock. 

B. SINATRA 100: AN ALL-STAR GRAMMY CONCERT: Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at 9 p.m. on CBS 
Taped earlier in the week, this concert honors the "Champion of 
the Board" with such performers as Tony Bennett, Lady Gaga, 
Harry Connick Jr., Celine Dion, Garth Brooks, Alicia Keys, Adam 
Levine, Carrie Underwood and Usher. 

C. U2: INNOCENCE + EXPERIENCE LIVE IN PARIS: Monday, 
Dec. 7, at 9 p.m. on HBO 
This concert spectacular was originally set to be performed Nov. 
14, the day after the Paris massacre. A U2 frontman promises, 
"We're going to put on our best for Paris." 

D. THE FLIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Wednesday, Dec. 9, on 
LIFETIME at 9 p.m. 
A heartbroken woman (Mayim Bialik) on a last-minute flight home 
ends up sitting next to a man headed to propose to his 
manipulative girlfriend. 
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6. Joke 2 

Give a man a fish, and he has food for a day. Teach him how to 
fish, and you get rid of him for an entire weekend!  

!   
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7. Clips/Websites 

A. Check out these clips at your convenience: 

(1) Natalie K. in PA: So ... Keith Spencer performs "Ol' Man River" 
from Show Boat  
Here  
  
(2) Ilene B. in NY: If Guy Best Friends Acted Like Girl Best 
Friends 
Here 
  
(3) Gil C. in NC: Money suit social experiment  
Here 
  
(4) Kelly B. in NC: Bob Dylan - Must Be Santa  
Here 

B. Want tips on many useful topics? Check out, "For Dummies ... 
Making Everything Easier." ... You'll find information on Business 
& Careers, Computers & Software, Consumer Electronics, Crafts 
& Hobbies, Education & Languages, Food & Drink, Games, 
Health & Fitness, Home & Garden, Internet, Music & Creative 
Arts, Personal Finance, Pets, Photography & Video, Relationships 
& Family, Relgiion & Spirituality, and Sports & OUtdoors. 

For example, under Photography & Video, I found some great 
ideas on how to take better pet pictures--including this one: 
With cats and dogs, you can get easier eye-level pictures by 
snapping them when they perch on a window sill or, if allowed, a 
favorite chair. 

To see the above website, please click: 
Here 

C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to 
view it, please click: 
Here  
  
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet 
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite 
by clicking:  
Here 
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8. Technology tip 

Thanks, Mike M. in NC, for reminding me of this great Facebook 
tip: If you want to see more posts from somebody on Facebook 
(e.g., yours truly), find his or her name in your Friends list. . . . 
Hover your mouse over the word "Friends." You'll see an option to 
"Get Notifications. Click that. ... Also, if you want, click the option 
to make the person a "close friend" vs. an "acquaintance." ... To 
the right, you'll then see two options for News Feed: "See First" or 
"Default." Click "See First" if you want to get most if not all 
notifications from that person. 

Note: As you browse, you'll also find options to "Unfriend" or 
"Unfollow" people. These can be helpful, too--as long as not used 
with respect to me. 
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9. Joke 3 

As I entered the elevator at our hospital, a disheveled looking 
man rushed in behind me.  carrying a ceramic baby bootie filled 
with flowers. I smiled knowingly and asked, "Does he look like 
you?" ... "I hope not," he said. "I just deliver these." 

!   
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10. A quote I like 

Great quote from the comedian, aka as "Uncle Miltie," who was 
known as  
the first American television star. ... He was so popular that in 
1951, NBC  
signed him to an exclusive, unprecedented 30-year contract that 
paid him  
$1,000,000 a year. His show, THE TEXACO STAR THEATER, 
reached the number one slot in the Nielsen ratings with as much 
as an 80% share of the viewing audience. ... In Detroit, an 
investigation revealed that citizens would wait until Berle was off 
the air to go to the bathroom. The simultaneous flushing of 
thousands of toilets created havoc with the city's water works. ... 
To see him in action, please click:  
Here 

!   
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11. Thought for the day 

There was a farmer who sold a pound of butter to the baker. One 
day, the baker decided to weigh the butter to see if he was getting 
a pound, and he found that he was not. This angered him, and he 
took the farmer to court. ... The judge asked the farmer if he was 
using any measure. The farmer replied, "Your Honor, I am 
primitive. I don't have a proper measure, but I do have a 
scale." ...  The judge asked, "Then how do you weigh the 
butter?" ... The farmer replied "Your Honor, long before the baker 
started buying butter from me, I have been buying a pound loaf of 
bread from him. Every day, when the baker brings the bread, I put 
it on the scale and give him the same weight in butter. If anyone is 
to be blamed, it is the baker." 

What is the moral of the story? We get back in life what we give to 
others. Whenever you take an action, ask yourself this question: 
Am I giving fair value for the wages or money I hope to make? 
Honesty and dishonesty become a habit. Some people practice 
dishonesty and can lie with a straight face. Others lie so much 
that they don't even know what the truth is anymore. But who are 
they deceiving? Themselves. 

Source: Author unknown. If you know who wrote this and/or 
where it came from, please  let me know.    
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12. Advance planning department 

To read about each of the following events in full, please click: 
Here 

A. NC events 

(1) David Joe Miller presents Carolina Christmas.  (2) Tera B. in 
NC: Lyme Disease Support Group in Asheville. (3) Story Medicine 
Asheville program workshop.  

B. PA/NJ event 

Sound Healing Ceremony ceremony. 
 _____________________________ 
  
PS. If you're like me and you celebrate all holidays (more food, 
fun and friends that way), HAPPY CHANUKAH ... this Jewish 
holidays begins on Sunday evening, Dec. 6, and runs through 
Monday evening, Dec. 14 ...  in case the cartoon below doesn't 
make any sense, it will if you listen to the South Park version of 
the  "Dreidel Song" by clicking:  
Here 

And if you're in the mood for some other sweet holiday music, 
please click this   
version of Adele's "Hello" as a Chanukah song:  
Here 

Or click this link to hear Adam Sandler's "Chanukah Song, Part 
4":  
Here 

!   

Make it a wonderful week, too! 
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