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1. Reflections
Note: See Section 11 for a Thought for the Day that's oh-so-true!
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be
advised that you will get it quicker if you get it via email. Another
advantage: You'll never miss it that way because you may not
have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're
not already a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to:
bginbc@aol.com and put SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Had a marvelous time at Asheville Jewish Business Forum's
annual Chanukah Party. Thanks to Jonathan and Sandi
Freedberg for hosting us at "Windfall," their beautiful home in
Waynesville, as well as to Bonnie Sibner (below) for being our
guest that evening. For other pictures, please click:
Here
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(2) Had an equally fun time at the Chanukah party of Evelyn and
Pete Blau, two of Biltmore Lake neighbors (pictured below). For
other pictures, please click:
Here
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(3) Enjoyed a fantastic meal at 131 Main with our friends, l-r:
Brian Biro, Carole Biro, Marcy Gallagher and Tom Gallagher.
We're in the middle. On the far right in the top photo, you'll see
Stephanie Prejean, our very fine server, with the two tubes of
hairball formula that we gave her in appreciation of the excellent
job she did. (Actually, we had given them to Carole who couldn't
use them. When Stephanie said she had a cat. we gave them to
her.) In the bottom photo, you'll see us all looking at the three
desserts that Stephanie gave us because she said we were "so
nice." One was better than the next.
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(4) Welcome the newest member of our family, a stuffed cat
(given to Cynthia by her friend Marcy) that looks very real when
viewed from afar.
Note: If anybody has an idea for a name for this cat, please do
share.
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B. You're invited to the following event that you don't have to be
Jewish to attend:
Tips on how to network with total strangers will form the basis of
the first meeting for the new year for the Asheville Jewish
Business Forum.
"Successful networking actually begins with YOU," reminds Philip
Hendel who will lead the inter-active event at Strada Italiano
Restaurant, 27 Broadway, Asheville, on Monday, January 4. 2016.
You can park on the street. It is free after 6 p.m.; prior to that,
metered rates apply. Or your best bet might be to use either of the
two municipal garages on Rankin Street or at the Civic Center.
The first hour is free.
Registration and networking will begin at 5:30 p.m. with the
program starting at 6 p.m. Those who attend will be able to
practice their networking skills when the program ends from 7 to
7:30 p.m.
"Networking events offer an opportunity to introduce yourself and
your business to a select targeted group of people," Hendel said.
"These people are potential clients as well as potential sources of
referrals. But there is a right way and a wrong way to do this." he
cautions.
Hendel will share the six most powerful words in networking along
with the seven"do's" and the five "don'ts" of networking.
Guests are always welcomed to attend the Jewish Business
Forum events. Those who attend will be responsible for their own
meal.
Note: Please do plan to order something off Strada's menu and/or
get a drink. So you can plan accordingly, here's the dinner menu:
Here
To register for the event: Please send an email to:
ashevillejbf@aol.com and put JANUARY 4 in the subject line. In
the body of the email, please put your name and contact
information, along with how many others will be coming with you.
For additional information, contact Blaine Greenfield, president of
the Asheville Jewish Business Forum, via phone at 828.633.1049.
C. Condolences to Kelley Hinman and family on the passing of
Sarah Rhodes Hinman, Kelley's mother.
D. Congratulations to:
(1) Chuck and Leslie Leonard on the birth of their baby Emi.
(2) Jensen Gelfond for winning the 2015 Spirit of Soccer Club
Award.
(3) Terry Buznicki and Abraham Toporek on their engagement.
(4) Renee Brecht for her new job in economic development with
Cumberland County.
(5) Rabbi Mel Glazer on his new 13-week show, "From Mourning
to Morning, " that begins in mid-January on VoiceAmerica Radio
Network on Thursdays from 5-6 p.m.
(6) Carol S. and Donna G. in NJ; Steve R. in NY; Arlene D.,
Linda K., Susan R., Ivan W. and Mary L. in PA; Robert B. in CA;
Kathy B. and Court Y. in FL; Leonard E. in NC; and Anthony P. in
IN-all winners of Contest #25, a copy of a book on CD from a list
that they were sent.
And before I forget, it's now time to introduce ...
***** CONTEST #26 *****
One lucky reader will win an autographed copy of THE BROKEN
CHRISTMAS TREE by D. W. Rigsby. This novel tells the story of
12-year-old Danny, a boy growing up in hard times in Southern
Ohio. He is particularly worried about his mom who seems to
have given up on Christmas. I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD
#957 and liked it.
To enter: Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST
#26 in the subject line. In the body of the email, please include
your name and snail mail address.
All entries must be received on or before Monday, Dec. 28, at 9
p.m.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
Thanks, Jerry Crouch, for submitting the following nomination for
this week's award. To quote his Facebook post:
A huge shoutout to dear friend and uber talented Real Estate
Agent Jill Clark with BLUE RIDGE PROPERTIES ...
Jill, just yesterday, led my partner and I to an incredibly smooth
home closing in East Asheville after several months of an exciting
home search.
Jill is professional, low key, while dotting every "I" while focused
on superb customer service and a commitment to excellence and
finding the right home to fit your budget and your family's needs.
If you need a real estate agent who will become your best friend
and trusted adviser in your home search, then contact Jill. She
can be reached via email, jclark@brpavl.com, or her cell:
828.273.5104.
I am so very glad I did!
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2. FYI
FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS (ALMOST) EVERYTHING ...
bacon-scented underwear! If you decide to buy this for a loved
one, beware the company's warning: "J&D's Bacon Scented
Underwear is not recommended for people in the following
professions: mail carriers, zoopkeepers, veterinarians, dog
catchers and walkers, and circus performers--especially lion
tamers," the company said. ...For more information, please click:
Here
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FYI, part 2
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
Here
(1) Yatasha H. in AZ: Warning Signs Of 'The Silent Killer,' Ovarian
Cancer. (2) Mike M. in NC: TRUMBO **1/2. (3) Where is the cure
for the migraine? (4) Your iPhone Is Ruining Your Posture - and
Your Mood. (5) The one question you should ask about every new
job.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
I don't mean to brag, but ... I finished my 14-day diet in 3 hours
and 12 minutes!
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4. Reviews
A. Saw CREED, the seventh round of the Rock franchise. This
time, Rocky winds up training the son of Apollo Creed--his fiercest
rival. The film got great reviews, but I was somewhat disappointed
in it. The boxing scenes weren't bad, but I wish there were more
of them. What I liked best: The makeup job done to make Creed's
eye look like it had been through a war. Rated PG-13.
B. There's nothing new out for me to recommend, so instead let
me suggest you try to find a 2013 film: PEACE AFTER
MARRIAGE. The story involves a sexually-frustrated PalestinianAmerican who agrees to marry an Israeli woman for a Green
Card, triggering a war at home with his parents, who will stop at
nothing to divorce him from his new wife. It was both funny and
sweet. I didn't see a rating, but I imagine it would probably get an
R in this country.
C. Read IN THE BASEMENT: CONFESSIONS OF AN
ACCIDENTAL ACADEMIC (Penguin) by Professor X.
The author, who chose to remain anonymous, has had part-time
jobs teaching English composition and literature for ten years at
two small colleges somewhere in America.
He really hits home what this experience is all about, in that
everything he points out rings true/ I've had somewhat similar
teaching gigs in my 40-plus years in academic, in addition to a
one long full-time position.
It's true that many, many students are unprepared, as well as
disinterested. Also, far too often colleges are interested in their
the bottom line as opposed to doing what may be best for
students.
I also got a kick out of Professor X's humor. For example, in
describing a job interview for a position he attained, he wrote:
I was pleased with myself for getting the job, though I suppose Dr.
Ludlow's wondering in passing if I knew any other potential
adjuncts was a tip-off that it's not the greatest job on the planet.
Do you suppose that when Barack Obama tapped Tim Giethner
for Treasury, he asked him if he knew anyone else interested in
becoming a cabinet member.
If you're currently a college professor, you'll especially enjoy IN
THE BASEMENT. Parents of students would also find this a
worthwhile book.
D. Heard WORK RULES! INSIGHTS FROM INSIDE GOOGLE
THAT WILL TRANSFORM HOW YOU LIVE AND LEAD (Hachette
Audio), written and read by Laszlo Bock.
The author leads Google's people function, which includes all
areas related to the attraction, development of retention of
"Googlers." During his tenure, Google has been recognized over
100 times as an exceptional employee.
To quote him, "We spend more time working than doing anything
else in life. It's not right that the experience of work should be so
demotivating and dehumanizing."
So Google does things differently than just about any other
employer. For example:
Have employees meet the people they are helping even if it for a
just period of time.
Have fun while working.
Only hire people that are better than you.
Anticipate worker needs before they even know them. (I loved
how Google gives $500 to any employee for home delivery of
meals after a baby is born.)
Use groups of peers or independent teams for: hiring,
promotions, salary increases, awards, and firing (often excluding
the direct manager)
The book contains many other such examples that apply not only
to Google, but to virtually any other company. After reading it, I
found myself saying, "Self, I wish that I had worked for a company
like this!"
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5. TV alert
A. BOLSHOI BABYLON: Monday, Dec. 21, at 9 p.m. on HBO
A look at Moscow's Bolshoi Ballet, and the events surrounding an
acid attack on its director.
B. I LOVE LUCY CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: Wednesday, Dec. 23, at
8 p.m. on CBS
Two newly colorized classic episodes.
C. THE BISHOP'S WIFE: Thursday, Dec. 24, at 8 p.m. on TCM
A bishop, praying for guidance, is visited by an angel (Carry
Grant).
D. THE ANDY GRIFFITH SHOW CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: Friday,
Dec. 25, at 8 p.m. on CBS
This new hour-long retrospective features colorized versions of
the series' classic holiday episodes.
Back to Top
6. Joke 2
A bagpiper was asked to play at a homeless person's funeral. On
his way there, the traffic was horrible, and he was three hours
late. The priest was gone, but the two gravediggers were still
there eating lunch. ... There was a hole dug for the casket, so the
bagpiper feeling bad that the guy didn't have a proper funeral,
started playing an emotional song. He soon started sobbing, as
did the gravediggers. ... As the music ended, one of the
gravediggers said, "In all my life I've never experienced
something like this. And I've been installing septic tanks for 20
years."
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7. Clips/Websites
A. Check out these clips at your convenience:
(1) Vera B. in FL: The Night Before Catmas
Here
(2) Nathan Fielder Duets with Marion Cotillard
Here
Note: Fielder's TV show, NATHAN FOR YOU, is one of my
favorites. When I watch it, I always laugh; you will, too. To find out
more about it, please click:
Here
(3) Nicholas Brothers The greatest dance sequence
Here
(4) Contact juggling skills
Here
(5) Theresa P. in NC: Hula hoop dance
Here
(6) Steve S. in NJ: Parking Tickets That Make You Smile Prank
Here
(7) Alyson M. in CO: Couple Performs 'Dirty Dancing' Scene At
Wedding, All Signs Point To Awesome Marriage Ahead
Here
B. Honest Slogans
See how talented graphic artists take the logos of major
corporations and change their corporate slogans to make them
totally and utterly truthful? For example:
Hamburger Helper
Mom's Tired
Note: It's even better when you click on the actual logo samples
at:
Here
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
Here
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
Here
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8. Technology tip
Want to get an email address for somebody on Facebook? Under
a person's Timeline, click the About tab. The email address may
be there.
Note: If you don't already include it, consider adding it now. Make
it easy for folks to reach you. After all, that's one of the reasons
why you are on Facebook; i.e., to communicate with others.
If there is no email address given, then look toward the top of the
screen after you've clicked the About tab. You will get something
like this:
Here
You can then use the above to get the person's email address via
Facebook. In this case, it would be the part between the slashes
and add facebook.com at the end. So in my case, you could
contact me by writing
blainegreenfield@facebook.com
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9. Joke 3
A woman had a thriving business based on her sterling reputation.
When she decided she needed a lawyer to help incorporate, she
wanted to hire one with an absolutely spotless reputation. "As I'm
sure you can understand," she said to the first applicant, "your
personal integrity must be beyond question." So she asked: "Mr.
Otto are you an honest lawyer?" ... "Honest?" he replied. "Let me
tell you about honest! I'm so honest that my dad lent me $105,000
for my education, and I paid back every penny after I tried my
very first case!" ... "Impressive," she replied. "I think you just may
have the job." But then she thought of something else to ask:
"And what was your first case?" ... "Well," he said, "my dad sued
me for the money."
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10. A quote I like
I'd also share my last cookie with you, so I guess that makes us
friends!
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11. Thought for the day
Personally, I am even more grateful that they are enjoying the
beach--and aren't stuck in some nursing home.
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following NC events in full, please click:
Here
(1) Story Medicine Asheville program workshop. (2) Join Carolina
Jews for Justice/West. (3) An Evening with Rhoda Weaver. (4)
ALL IS CALM.
_____________________________
PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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