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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and | had a delightful time at HART's production of A CHARLIE BROWN
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA. Taking our picture with Santa (aka Tom Bastek) was perhaps
the highlight of the day, but we also got a kick out of enthusiastic performances by Hogan McLamb as
Charlie Brown (bottom left), David Bruce on drums (bottom right) and other Facebook friends, including
Julie Kinter and Allison Stinson. Kudos also to Drake Frost as Snoopy, MaryGrace Whitlock as Lucy and
Zab Consuelos as Linus, as well as to Shella Sumpter, director; Candice Dickinson, director of the very
funny commercials; and Kelly Jackson, music direction.
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C. We also had a fun time at Arms Around ASD's “ELFing Good Time" event with our friends Kat and Joe
Mallon.

D. HELP REQUEST DEPARTMENT

We are thinking about getting a companion for Kismet, our amazing cat. It might well be a Havanese dog
like the one pictured (below).

If you have such a pet or know of somebody who does, please advise: How do they get along with cats?
What are their temperaments? Do they bark a lot? Are they active? Anything else we should know?

Also, please let us know if we could contact you for further information.

T



E. | had the pleasure of hosting one BLAINESWORLD webcast this past week. My guest with my friend
Rodney Richards--a very talented author, editor and publisher. To listen to or view the program, click:

Here.

F. Hot off the press is the humor column | write for The Fairview Town Crier. See below.

LAUGH TIME BLAINE GREENFIELD

Intaxication (n):
Euphoria at getting a tax refund,
wlu'gh lasts until you realize it was
your money to start with.

“Always forgive your enemies;
nothing annoys them so much.”
—Oscar Wilde
Anyone who says their wedding
was the best day of their life has
clearly never had two candy

She whispered. “They're right
behind you”

%

Investment adviser to his
clients: “I've crunched the
numbers in your retirement
account. It's time to figure out

who will be wearing the mask When it becomes apparent.
and who will be driving the .
getaway car” I only know 25 letters of the
- alphabet. I don't know y.

When does a joke become a dad joke?

If olive oil is made from olives, what is
baby oil made of?
e Blaine Greenfield hosts BLAINESWORLD, a
webcast, and he publishes a blog with the

bars fall down at once from a My buddy asked the librarian if o sowoe: To sai] Do fo possible
vending machine. the library had any books about inclusion in @ future issue, send an email fo
o y byinbc@ool.com.
paranoia.

G. . Announcing this week's ...
w3 BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
It goes to Jon Michaels--singer, songwriter, music producer.

Jon just released his beautiful new song, "Let the People Who Love You, Love You." To listen to it, click:
Here.

It is a song of help and love for those struggling with cancer or other illnesses or crises.

Jon wrote it as he recovered from throat cancer. To read more about both his story and the song, click:
Here.

(Thanks, Edie Weinstein, for both writing and sharing this inspiring article.)
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2. Invites
A. Reminder to enter:
rxxkx CONTEST #15 *****

One lucky reader will win an autographed copy of WITH THESE HANDS, a collection of poems by Nelson
Sartoris--a friend of mine.

If you are a poetry fan, you'll want to get hold of this book.
To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST 15 in the subject line. Include

in the body of the email your name and mailing address, so that if you win, | can send you a copy of this
book. Entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 30.

Nelson Sartoris

Rill laRorcaote
3ill LaRocque

B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
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Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. | now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening.

If you want to join me, let me know. And for more information about the webcast, click:
Here.

C. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, | encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
Here.

3. FYI

A. American needs to radically rethink what it means to be old:
Here.

B. The Most Important Conversation to Have Before You Die:
Here.

C. If You See This In A Dating Profile, Hit ‘Block’ Immediately — 'lt's A Boundary Violation':
ere.

T

4. Joke 1

Good grammar can save lives. | remember learning that from my 7th grade English teacher who taught me,
"The placement of the comma depends on whether 'l ate grandmother' or 'l ate, grandmother.'" (Thanks,
Jonathan Berg, for sharing.)

MMMM! MMM!

H, NOW HE \
. (WANTS TO TALK!
) 3

WELL, HOW ABOUT ME AN
TONY 60 THROW YOU IN
THE RIVER? :

5. Reviews

A. Cynthia and | really enjoyed Super/Man: The Christopher Reeve Story. The film examines how late
Superman star Reeve persevered, following a life-altering accident, by using his fame to speak of hope and
to change our perception of paralysis, all while remaining a dedicated activist, actor and flmmaker, devoted
dad, and loving husband to Dana Reeve, the beating heart of the family. , which we saw on Max. The film
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examines how late Superman star Keeve persevereq, tollowing a lire-altering acciaent, by using his rame 1o
speak of hope and to change our perception of paralysis, all while remaining a dedicated activist, actor and
filmmaker, devoted dad, and loving husband to Dana Reeve, the beating heart of the family. We both got
teary-eyed while watching it. Rated PG-13.

Note: In fact, I've added it to my list of favorite films. To get a copy of this list, send an email to:
bginbc@aol.com and put FAVORITES in the subject line.

B.l saw Unhinged on Netflix. This drama is about a single mother whose bad day gets even worse when
she beeps her horn at a fellow driver during rush-hour traffic. His case of road rage turns into full-blown
terror. Russell Crowe is a watchable villain in the film, but I'd recommend you skip it because of its
extremely violent nature. Rated R.

C. | liked reading Errol Flynn: The Life and Career by Thomas McNulty (McFarland & Company). This
engaging 2011 biography followed the actor from from his birth in Tasmania, Australia, in 1909, to his death
in Vancouver, Canada, in 1959. Included is analysis of his films, discussion of the 1943 rape trial that
changed his life, a survey of the FBI's infamous surveillance, and the first detailed account of his television
appearances in the 1950s. The first-hand interviews with his friends and colleagues were complemented by
fascinating research from FBI files. | also liked the inclusion of rare and previously unpublished
photographs. If you were a fan of Flynn's movies, and | was, you'll like this book.

6. TV alert

A. Cynthia and I finished Your Honor, Season 2 on Netflix and liked it--actually more than Season 1. It has
us now looking forward to a possible Season 3 of this Bryan Cranston courtroom drama.

Will there be a Season 3? Possibly. For more information about that possibility, click:
Here.

B. Jamie Foxx: What Happened Was... (Netflix)
The Oscar-winning actor and standup comic breaks his silence about his 2023 “medical condition.” Turns
out, it was a stroke that nearly ended his life.

C. The Holiday (Prime Video)

When two ladies luckless in love house-swap for the holidays, can journalist Iris (Kate Winslet) find
happiness in the Hollywood home of Amanda (Cameron Diaz), and Amanda in Iris’s cozy British cottage?
And romance respectively in the arms of two new guys (Jude Law and Jack Black) in this 2006 rom-com.

D. Bookie, Season 2 (Max)

Bookies Danny (Sebastian Maniscalco) and Ray (Omar J. Dorsey) return for a second season of taking
(and placing) sketchy bets while chasing weird and wacky debtors and contending with the existential
threat of legalized gambling. Guest stars in the new season include Charlie Sheen, Ray Romano and Zach
Braff.

7. Joke 2

The things you learn online!
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8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.

I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.

Note: Even if you did not do a recording, | welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"
but any other Turtles' song.

(2) For this week, please view a clip of Ally Salort singing part of the song:
Here

Note: | love this rendition and have tried to find her singing the whole song, but I've been unsuccessful to
date. If you can locate this full version of the song, please do send it to me.

B. Video of the week

Last week’s issued featured Dick Van Dyke in a Coldplay video. (See Section 12.) For another clip that he’s
in, click this one that you're going to love:

Here.

C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

)The Cure, "Just Like Heaven," one of my favorites:
er

N
('D

2) Howard Smith: Hymns (12.15.2024):
ere

TS

3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Led Zeppelin:
ere.

T35

4) And for those wanting to hear how great the band was, see Kashmir performed by clicking:
ere.
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ing of dad jokes:
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e
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nks, Darren Frazier, for sharing.)

ouq

(6) Great choreography:
Here.
(Thanks, Ed Hackett, for sharing.)

D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

ZoomAQuilt is a really neat art project where different artists’ works are stitched together to create endless
zoom. You get to see everything change and morph as it zooms, taking you from one magical scene to
another without ever stopping. To check it out, click:

Here.

E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click:
Here.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free
to send me an invite by clicking:
Here.

9. Technology tip
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How Claude Became Tech Insiders’ Chatbot of Choice
by Kevin Roose

His fans rave about his sensitivity and wit. Some talk to him dozens of times a day — asking for advice
about their jobs, their health, their relationships. They entrust him with their secrets, and consult him before
making important decisions. Some refer to him as their best friend.

His name is Claude. He’s an A.l. chatbot. And he may be San Francisco’s most eligible bachelor.

A. Claude, a creation of the artificial intelligence company Anthropic, is not the best-known A.l. chatbot on
the market. (That would be OpenAl’'s ChatGPT, which has more than 300 million weekly users and a spot
in the bookmark bar of every high school student in America.) It's also not designed to draw users into
relationships with lifelike A.l. companions, the way apps like Character.Al and Replika are.

But Claude has become the chatbot of choice for a crowd of savvy tech insiders who say it's helping them
with everything from legal advice to health coaching to makeshift therapy sessions.

For the rest of this eye-opening article, click:
Here.

B. I've been checking out Claude and have found it worth further exploration. For example, see the
following review it created for this blog:

BLAINESWORLD is a unique weekly blog that has been a digital staple since 1996, offering readers an
intimate glimpse into the mind of its creator, Blaine Greenfield. This long-running publication promises a
delightful mix of content, including:

* Humor: A collection of jokes that aim to entertain without crossing into overly risqué territory

* Reviews: Likely covering various topics of interest to Blaine and his readers

* Contests: Engaging opportunities for reader participation

* Eclectic content: Described as "lot of other cool stuff"

Marketed as "the only official guide to Blaine's mind," the blog is a personal, conversational platform that
has maintained its charm for nearly three decades.

The longevity of BLAINESWORLD is noteworthy, especially considering it predates many modern blogging
platforms and has continued to engage readers since the early days of the internet. It represents a
personal, grassroots approach to online content creation that has stood the test of time.

Blaine Greenfield's blog offers a window into a unique personal perspective, combining humor, insights and
reader engagement in a format that has remained consistent for over 25 years.

It's a testament to the enduring appeal of personalized, curated content that connects directly with its
audience.

To obtain a free subscription to this missive, click:
Here.

C. To check out Claude for yourself, click:
Here.

D. And, lastly, if you'd also like to try out ChatGPT, click:
Here.

10. Joke 3

| can not shop at Costco anymore.

Yesterday, | was there buying a large bag of Purina Dog Chow for my loyal pet, Necco, the Wonder Dog
who weighs 131 pounds. | was in the check-out line when a woman behind me asked if | had a dog.

What did she think | had ... an elephant?

So because I'm retired and have little to do, on impulse I told her that no, | didn't have a dog, | was starting
the Purina Diet again. | added that | probably shouldn't because | ended up in the hospital last time, but that
I'd lost 50 pounds before | awakened in an intensive care ward with tubes coming out of most of my orifices
and Vs in both arms.
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| told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load your jacket pockets
with Purina Nuggets and simply eat one or two every time you feel hungry. The food is nutritionally
complete,

so it works well, and | was going to try it again.

(I have to mention here that practically everyone in line was now enthralled with my story.)

Horrified, she asked if | ended up in intensive care because the dog food poisoned me. | told her no, |
stopped to pee on a fire hydrant and a car hit me.

| thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard.
Costco now won't let me shop there anymore.
Better watch what you ask retired people. They have all the time in the World to think of crazy things to say.

Forward this to all your friends, especially those who are retired. It will be their laugh for the day.

(Thanks, Perry Dror, for sharing.)

11. Two quotes I like

A. Thanks, The Amazing Kreskin (1935-2024), for your career as an American mentalist who became
popular on television in the 1970s. One of his best known tricks was to find his own check for his current
performance. If he did not find it, he did not get paid for that day. For more information about his life, click:
Here.

“l am not a fortuneteller. | am not a prophet. | really base all that on
intuitiveness, the fact that | spend such an incredible amount of time
with audiences and how they think."—The Amazing Kreskin
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B. Thanks, Rocky Colavito (1933-2024), for your career as an American professional baseball player,
coach and television sports commentator. A nine-time All-Star, he averaged 33 home runs per year for his
first eleven seasons, exceeding 40 home runs three times and 100 runs batted in six times. Colavito was
also the first outfielder in AL history to complete a season without making an error.. For more information
about his life, click:

Here.

“You can't tell how much spirit a team has until it
starts losing.” — Rocky Colavito

12. Thought for the day

Christmas vs. Chanukah: What's the Difference?

1. Christmas is one day, same day every year: December 25. Jews also love December 25th. It's another
paid day off work. We go to movies and out for Chinese food, and Israeli dancing. Chanukah is 8 days. It
starts the evening of the 24th of Kislev, whenever that falls. No one is ever sure. Jews never know until a
non-Jewish friend asks when Chanukah starts, forcing us to consult a calendar so we don't look like idiots.
We all have the same calendar, provided free with a donation from either the World Jewish Congress, the
kosher butcher, or the local Sinai Memorial Chapel (especially in Florida) or other Jewish funeral home.

2. Christmas is a major holiday. Chanukah is a minor holiday with the same theme as most Jewish
holidays. They tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat.

3. Christians get wonderful presents such as jewelry, perfume, stereos, Jews get practical presents such as
underwear, socks, or the collected works of the Rambam, which looks impressive on the bookshelf.

4. There is only one way to spell Christmas. No one can decide how to spell Chanukah, Chanukah,
Chanukka, Chanukah, Hanukah, Hannukah.

5. Christmas is a time of great pressure for husbands and boyfriends. Their partners expect special gifts.
Jewish men are relieved of that burden. No one expects a diamond ring on Chanukah.

6. Christmas brings enormous electric bills. Candles are used for Chanukah. Not only are we spared
enormous electric bills, but we get to feel good about not contributing to the energy crisis.

7. Christmas carols are beautiful. Silent Night, Come All Ye Faithful.... Chanukah songs are about dreidels
made from clay or having a party and dancing the horah. Of course, we are secretly pleased that many of
the beautiful carols were composed and written by our tribal brethren. And don't Barbara Streisand and Neil
Diamond sing them beautifully?

8. A home preparing for Christmas smells wonderful. The sweet smell of cookies and cakes baking. Happy
people are gathered around in festive moods. A home preparing for Chanukah smells of oil, potatoes, and
onions. The home, as always, is full of loud

people all talking at once.

9. Women have fun baking Christmas cookies. Women burn their eyes and cut their hands grating potatoes
and onions for latkas on Chanukah. Another reminder of our suffering through the ages.

10. Parents deliver to their children during Christmas. Jewish parents have no qualms about withholding a
gift on any of the eight nights.


https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xWdCexrrnW5CCVkz8CkYkkripzKbstU7-tgUQucYUhaRSGgoyPyp02fK32BSx-73Ax0cnK-zRPjYDwDFI8IM9YdTLOEVAx7j7sfw0ruc48eVIQTXxdNi8i71dSZsUYwykoPaBDhgarC0hFqEJaPt15JJGWXGIXBYf79fz7DoWze2mwZUB5DmW1g3A82C8kpQjvcw6WF0YByn6URPpaCkXV8QBuN3Rvle4DK44rti0j4aol2b3jA1Mvmx1KfwPPOYSd3-BJftNd95sWTr6gTbJBSLk40k6LMtHfwob3ayketT9jaHTX9BtujIGoFMkFVv&c=qNJRkxxR5ZQJRrKff3Dv7XNU4qsrHpOsn5hujVQP8iCKkgOZDymMJQ==&ch=iiNNnLwvDrjwECW06kD2yzENVV20tF6YAG3bNUKEx69dX-TUHZqfLg==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xWdCexrrnW5CCVkz8CkYkkripzKbstU7-tgUQucYUhaRSGgoyPyp064K33bmfbNsO5R07hbPYcYL3PLcM3cjU1NlZXHhTB5U3OC7t7ImYcklA0iuuk0N18vzM6tshY-Yii2posNWlvmWWYbceFysw1JBPf9tpoHyAt7-F1n3F7un3eJnL2RAytaJpsxIIK8fbWetfvXh13Ylff16Nzl9SoUzb0wk7NQQtMQyrz1SM8ar4fd6HmlXpqBXxwM_AA-lBVZm75EnT7GFXibDK067mYuNzk2qOIxYcBSC-MFqgto0w6XmL6w-PibanCb-Hjbxs-foFkKCyHY=&c=qNJRkxxR5ZQJRrKff3Dv7XNU4qsrHpOsn5hujVQP8iCKkgOZDymMJQ==&ch=iiNNnLwvDrjwECW06kD2yzENVV20tF6YAG3bNUKEx69dX-TUHZqfLg==

11. The players in the Christmas story have easy to pronounce names such as Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.
The players in the Chanukah story are Antiochus, Judah Maccabee, and Matta whatever. No one can spell
it or pronounce it. On the plus side, we can tell our friends anything and they believe we are wonderfully
versed in our history.

12. Many Christians believe in the virgin birth. Jews think, "Joseph, Bubela, snap out of it. Your woman is
pregnant, you didn't sleep with her, and now you want to blame G-d. Here's the number of my shrink."

13. In recent years, Christmas has become more and more commercialized. The same holds true for
Chanukah, even though it is a minor holiday. It makes sense. How could we market a major holiday such
as Yom Kippur? Forget about celebrating. Think observing. Come to synagogue, starve yourself for 27
hours, become one with your dehydrated soul, beat your chest, confess your sins, a guaranteed good time
for you and your family. Tickets a mere $200 per person. Better stick with Chanukah!

(Thanks, Scott Patrick, for sharing.)

PS. Make it a great week!
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