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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I recently were invited to a very nice holiday get-together at the home our
our friends Larry and Nancy Turner. We got a special kick out of visiting with Rob and Jan Akers (top picture),
the couple who sold us our Fairview home. ... Jan also made a gift bag for us (bottom picture), that contained
her delicious Mama J's Toffee. If you want to purchase some of this product, and I strongly recommend that
you do, it can be purchased at Gotta Have It! in Weaverville: Here.
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B. We recently had a pleasant surprise when getting Cynthia's Kia Soul serviced. Having time to kill, we
walked over to the Asheville Outlets where we first chilled in front of a fire pit. We then spent some time on the
massage chairs. .... It's a tough life to live, but somebody has to live it. It might as well be us!



C. Please catch this week's BLAINESWORLD show by clicking: Here. ... Guests: (first half) "Rev. Faerie"
Elaine Silver, faerie goddess, Silver Stream of Consciousness; and (second half) Sarah Gewanter, president
and clinical director, The Counseling Center and Berard Auditory Integration Training Systems, Inc.

D. You in luck, in that you can also catch a special Facebook Live edition of the BLAINESWORLD show by
clicking: Here. .... Guest: Jeff Hutchins, producer, director and author of DENTON THE DRAGON THE

https://www.facebook.com/wpvm.103.7/videos/1315752532209454
https://www.facebook.com/wpvm.103.7/videos/4600216586730578


MUSICAL! that will run at the Black Mountain Center for the Arts Theatre from Jan. 7-15, 2022. ... For more
information and how to get tickets for this show that's perfect for both kids and kids at heart, click: Here.

E. WHAT A TREAT! ... Multiverse Theatre Collective's recent production of MISS BENNET: CHRISTMAS AT
PEMBERLEY rocked. ... The direction from Jason Williams was spot on, as were all the performances from
Trinity Smith, Hanni Muerdter, Emily Tucker, Lauren Otis, Mandy Bean, Zak Hamrick, Aaron Ybarra and David
Broshar (who deserves special kudos for taking over his role with just a few hours notice). ... Victoria Smith's
work as costumer was also noteworthy. ... I look forward to whatever will be coming next from this company.

F. Congratulations to Adam Ziminicki and Cheyenne Burnett on their engagement.

G. Announcing this week's ... 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

This week, it goes what I think is the perfect mask: a Cotton Face Mask Breathable & Washable & Reusable
Adjustable Earloop, with Nose Wire, 3D Shape.

I had been searching for such a mask for quite some time.

This one doesn't hurt my ears when I wear it, nor does it hurt my nose. It is also very comfortable to wear. I
especially like the loop, which enables me to hang it from my neck (right photo). So no more searching for a
mask whenever I go somewhere.

For more information and/or to purchase this product, click: Here.

https://conta.cc/3pkyujK
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2. Invites

A. Last chance to enter ...  
 
***** CONTEST #28 *****
 
One lucky reader will win a copy of THE GREAT BRAIN ROBBERY: A COLLECTION OF PROVEN IDEAS TO
MAKE YOU MONEY AND CHANGE YOUR LIFE! by Ray Considine & Murray Raphel.
 
This is perhaps my all-time favorite business book. I used it as the text for my marketing classes at Bucks
County Community for over ten years and would have kept using it had it still been in publication. And Raphel,
one of the co-authors, was both a friend and my marketing guru.
 
To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST 28 in the subject line. In the body
of your email, you MUST include your name and address, so that I can send you the prize if you win. All entries
must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 27.

mailto:bginbc@aol.com
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B. Want to be a guest on my radio/Facebook Live show? If you have news you'd like to share and/or a story to
tell, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put GUEST in the subject line. In the body of the email, include
both your name and phone number.

For more information about the show, click: Here.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via Zoom,
usually in the early evenings.  

C. Are you interested in shows, concerts, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a new group I've
formed on Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when
you click: click: Here.

D. Come join Cynthia for the two courses she'll be teaching for Arms Around ASD beginning in January, 2022,
via Zoom: Meditation on Monday and Move Your Body on Wednesday. To attend these and/or any of the other
courses, scroll down to Calendar when you click: Here.

Note: For others, see Sect.13 (at the bottom of this issue).

3. FYI

"This is not the hill to die on."--Anonymous
 
A friend told me the above recently when we were discussing arguments and what to do when involved in
them. I did some research, hoping to find the earliest use of this quote. Here's what I found:
 
Years ago, the principal of my kids' elementary school used a phrase that I had never heard before: "This is
not the hill to die on." Meaning: no big deal, this isn't the issue you want to dig in and fight over. For some
reason I liked that saying, and thought of it earlier this evening, when I got an email telling me that a few
paragraphs had been sliced off the end of Wednesday's column for reasons of ... ah ... let's just say, in order
not to inject insinuation into the Illinois political process. There was a time when that would have upset me,
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when I would have fled the dinner I was attending, called my bosses, argued my case, that we were supposed
to shake things up, not smooth them over. Then at least I'd grumblingly write a few additional paragraphs so
the column would be the usual length.
 
Instead—standing in the Notre Dame-like splendor of the University Club's main dining room, where the
University of Illinois was honoring my late colleague, Roger Ebert—I looked at the email, shrugged and
thought, "Okay then, the column will be short. This is not the hill to die on." Which is either a good thing, or a
bad thing, I'm not sure. A similar phrase is, "you have to save your silver bullets." You can't fight every battle.
Maybe that's maturity. Maybe it's growing old. But it felt like the right thing to do at the moment.
 
For the rest of this informative article, please click: Here.

FYI, part 2

To read the following articles, please click: Here.

A. How Can I Make the Holidays Less Exhausting? B. Cynthia Greenfield: A Plea from Cleveland Clinic. C.
We’re Heading Toward a Very American Climate Tragedy. D. Why It’s Easier Than Ever to Buy a Used Car.

4. Joke 1

What a beautiful son of a birch ...

5. Reviews
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A. I really enjoyed BEING THE RICARDOS, superbly written and directed by Aaron Sorkin. It looks at the
production of one week's episode of I LOVE LUCY, in which Lucy and Desi face numerous problems. Nicole
Kidman and Javier Bardem shine in the leading roles and, as always, J.K. Simmons comes through in his part.
Now on Amazon Prime. Rated R.

Note: I've added it to my list of favorite films. If you'd like to get a copy of this list, send an email to:
bginbc@aol.com and put FAVORITES in the subject line.

B. Another good film I liked was WORTH. This thought-provoking, true story is about how Congress appointed
attorney and renowned mediator Kenneth Feinberg to head the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund
following the horrific 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon. Along the way, and as he locks
horns with a community organizer mourning the death of his wife, Feinberg begins to learn the true human
costs of the tragedy. Michael Keaton and Stanley Tucci both excel in the leading roles. Rated PG-13.

6. TV alert

Note: See Sect. 5A for a review of BEING THE RICARDOS, now streaming on Amazon Prime.

A. IN THEIR OWN WORDS: ANGELA MERKEL: Tuesday, Dec. 28, at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local listings
Here)
Germany's longtime chancellor is profiled. Among those interviewed are Hillary Clinton and George W. Bush.

B. WINNING ROMANTIC SCREENPLAYS: Wednesday, Dec. 29, beginning at 6:30 a.m. on TCM
Here's what you can look forward to seeing: AN AMERICAN IN PARIS; 8:30 a.m., GIGI; 10:30 a.m.,
PRINCESS O'ROURKE; 12:15 p.m., THE BACHELOR AND THE BOBBY-SOXER; 2 p.m., DESIGNING
WOMEN; 4 p.m., IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT; and 6 p.m., THE PHILADELPHIA STORY.

C. AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS: Series premiere on Sunday, Jan. 2, at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local
listings Here)
A posh, middle-aged gentleman reads a newspaper article about advances in travel and makes a bet with
friends that he can circle the earth in record time in this colorful reimagining of Jules Verne's 1872 adventure
novel.

D. CAROLE KING & JAMES TAYLOR; JUST CALL OUT MY NAME: Documentary premiere on Sunday, Jan.
2, AT 9 p.m. on CNN
There's more music than information about these artists' lives, including one uninterrupted 35-minute stretch.

7. Joke 2

Whoever said that diamonds are a girl's best friend never owned a dog!
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8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!
 
(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.
 
I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
 
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.
 
Note: Even if you did not do a recording, I welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together," but
any other Turtles' song.
 
(2) For this week, please view this version from The Vogues: Here.

B. Video of the week

Thanks, Elsten Torres, for sharing your latest song ...
Los Damn Ramblers: Christmas Summer Time: Here.

 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:
(1) "You'll Never Walk Alone," one of my all-time favorites: Here.

Note: The above was from the movie CAROUSEL. I think I first heard the song there, then many times
afterward. I also became a version of this version from Roy Hamilton: Here.
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(2) James Nave: Every December, I perform A Child's Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas. Since 1987, it's
been my honor to gift the poem to anyone who wants to listen. I hope you enjoy it. Happy Holidays: Here.

(3) 18 Sports Highlights From 2021 Worth 18 Sports Highlights From 2021 Worth Watching Again: Here.

(4) Festivus explained: Here.

(5) Howard Smith: Sunday piano concert: Here.

(6) Neil Ratner Rock Doc Live: David Bowie and Bing Crosby: Here.

Note: To see the clip of the song mentioned by Neil, click: Here.

(7) Chuck Schwing: Please Come Home For Christmas: Here.

(8) Jan Dearth: Mele Kalikimaka : A Holiday Sing-A-Long!; Here.

(9) Jeff Hutchins: Carol of the Bells - Live in Hawaii: Here.

(10) Jean Dolan: HomeGoods - SNL: Here.

 
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

Do you deny history and/or do you wear tinfoil hats? If so, you or somebody you know may have gotten sucked
down the internet's dark rabbit hole.  

To find out more, methinks you'll find this List of Conspiracy Theories of interest:  Here.

And for a a non-related list of political conspiracies, click: Here.

 
E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click:  Here.

.
F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free to
send me an invite by clicking: Here.

9. Technology tip

Hopefully, you already use your phone’s speech-to-text to dictate text messages or even emails. But did you
know you can do the same in Google Docs? It’s free, 
and it works surprisingly well.

Just pen a new document in Google Docs, then enable Voice Typing from the Tools menu. Start dictating.
Voice Typing also recognizes commands like “comma,” “period” and “new paragraph."

10. Joke 3

REMEMBER ... No matter how bad your day is going, at least you're not stuck in a fence being laughed at by
a cow. (Thanks, Melissa Collins, for sharing.)
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11. A quote I like

Thanks, Desmond Totu (1931-2021) for your career as a South African Anglican bishop and theologian, best
known for your work as an anti-apartheid and human rights activist. He won the 1984 Nobel Peace Price. For
more information about his amazing life, click: Here.

12. Thought for the day

If you're like me and you celebrate all holidays (more food, fun and friends that way), MERRY CHRISTMAS.
And my gift to you is this moving story that I hope you enjoy as much as I did ...
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For the Man Who Hated Christmas
by Nancy Gavin
 
It’s just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification,
no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years or so.
 
It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas--oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the
commercial aspects of it--overspending... the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for Uncle
Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma---the gifts given in desperation because you couldn’t think of
anything else.
 
Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I reached
for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way.
 
Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was wrestling at the junior level at the school he attended; and shortly
before Christmas, there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These
youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them
together, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new
wrestling shoes. As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without
headgear, a kind of light helmet designed to protect a wrestler’s ears.
 
It was a luxury the ragtag team obviously could not afford. Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every
weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the mat, he swaggered around in his tatters with false
bravado, a kind of street pride that couldn’t acknowledge defeat.
 
Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, “I wish just one of them could have won,” he said. “They have a
lot of potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out of them.” Mike loved kids - all kids - and he
knew them, having coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse. That’s when the idea for his present
came. That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of wrestling headgear
and shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on
the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done and that this was his gift from me. His smile was the
brightest thing about Christmas that year and in succeeding years. For each Christmas, I followed the tradition-
-one year sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, another year a check to a
pair of elderly brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on.
 
The envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christmas
morning and our children, ignoring their new toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted
the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents.
 
As the children grew, the toys gave way to more practical presents, but the envelope never lost its allure. The
story doesn’t end there.
You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped
in grief that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree, and in the
morning, it was joined by three more.
 
Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, had placed an envelope on the tree for their dad. The



tradition has grown and someday will expand even further with our grandchildren standing to take down the
envelope.
 
Mike’s spirit, like the Christmas spirit will always be with us.
 
Note: The above was originally published in the December 14, 1982, issue of WOMAN’S DAY magazine. You
can also watch a video of it by clicking: Here.
 
(Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

13. Advance planning department

For more information about the following events, please click: Here.

A. Erinn Dearth: RILEY LIVE! B. TJ Shimeld: Ricky D. Boone’s Birthday Show Celebration! C. Jeff Hutchins:
DENTON THE DRAGON.

PS. Make it a great week!
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