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1. Reflections

If you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be advised that you will get it
quicker if you get it via email. Another advantage: You'll never miss it that way because
you may not have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're not already
a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put
SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I

(1) Loved this recent sunset in Asheville.

(2) Had a fun time at the Biro Christmas Party. Please see all 31 pictures, along with
everybody singing Christmas carols, by clicking: Here.

(3) Enjoyed participating as servers in RETURN TO BETHLEHEM, along with our
friends Padma Dyvine, Will Redish and Santa Claus (top photo) and then going for a
tasty dinner at Umi in Hendersonville (bottom photo).

Hartzog.

B. During the week, | again had a blast distributing fudge samples at Kilwin's
Chocolates, Fudge & Ice Cream in Asheville where | was helped by Marcy Gallagher
(to my right) when friends Mark and Shelley Lieberman stopped by.

C. This week's BLAINESWORLD show on WPVM featured two terrific guest: (first half)
Nina Hart and (second half) Rhoda Weaver. You can view the show by clicking: Here.

Note: Special thanks to Grail Moviehouse for sponsoring the above. To find out what's
currently playing, please click: Here.

D. Congratulations to:

(1) Eric Phelps on starting Kitten Animal Rescue. If you'd like to join me in supporting
this organization, please click: Here.

(2) Brad Owen on his appearance on WLOS, in which he discussed the great work
done by ABCCM. To view what he had to say, please click: Here.

(3) Christina McGinley on her appointment as Executive Director of the Bucks County
Community College Foundation.

(4) Edie Weinstein on her appearance on WHY. To listen to it, please click: Here.

(5) Carol Seufert, winner of Contest #26: a calendar from Germany, compliments of my
German friend Michael Glaeser. And thanks to Michael for including some other cool
items from Germany. As a result, congratulations also go to Deb Dagavarian, Leonard
Ennis and Kathy Byers who will be receiving these. ... All told, there were six entries.
And that reminds me it is now time to introduce ...

wk CONTEST #1 (of 2020) *****

One lucky winner will receive a colorful T-shirt of his or her choice from Psychedelic
Serenity, my talented friend Louisa Daniel's company. That's Tom Gallagher displaying
his in the top photo and Louisa in the bottom photo. ... To enter the contest, send an
email to: bginbc@aol.com on or before 9 pm. on Monday, Jan. 7, and put CONTEST
#1 in the subject line. Make sure you include your street mailing address in the body of
the email. And if you want to find out more about Psychedelic Serenity, please

click: Here.

E. Please help continuing to spread the word that our Biltmore Lake home remains for
sale. For more information, please click: Here.

**** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

This week, it goes to The Carolina Cinemark Asheville--one of my favorite places to
catch a movie. ... There is usually a wide selection of films to choose from, and the
parking is very convenient. ... But perhaps best of all are their employees and, in
particular, I'd like to recognize Shane Clemmer (concessions) and Carolyn Derreberry
Beckner (tickets). They are always both friendly and helpful. And their smiles always
brighten my movie-going experience.
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2. FYI

Thanks, Marilynne Herbert, for posting this article on Facebook:
Why You Need to Make a 'When | Die' File-Before It's Too Late
by Shoshana Beger and BJ Miller

Ruth Byock, 81, was driving to her daughter Molly's house for Thanksgiving dinner
when she had a heart attack and died. Struggling to imagine a world without their
mother, Molly and her brother Ira went to clear out her condo in Leisure World, the
retirement community in Laguna Woods, Calif. that Ruth had called home for 12 years.
(She had renamed the place "Wrinkle Village").

While sorting through her things, they discovered a small card file on a kitchen counter
next to her recipe box. They opened it up, expecting guidance on how to make brisket

and kugel. (On the afternoon she died, she had two versions of the baked noodle dish

in the back seat of the car.)

For the rest of this informative article, please click: Here.

FYI, part 2

To read each of the following contributions in full, please click: Here.

(1) Tackling Inflammation to Age-Related Ailments. (2) Joyce Magliaro: Worrying Does
Not Take Away Tomorrow's Troubles. (3) Carole Biro: Terrific Airbnb units for rent in

West Asheuville.
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3. Joke 1

If you're like me, and you celebrate all holidays (more food, fun and friends that way):
HAPPY FESTIVUS! ... And in the unlikely event you're not familiar with Festivus,
please click here for more information: Here.

[

TUKT'S S0
DIBRESPECTFULY
THERE WERENT AMY

FESTIVUS _POLES
AT TUE FIRST
MAS

Back to Top

4. Reviews

A. RICHARD JEWELL is a movie that completely surprised me. | wasn't even sure |
wanted to see it, but am so glad that | did. .. It's the true story about a security guard
who reports finding a bomb at the 1996 Olympics and soon becomes a hero. But
within days, the law enforcement wannabe becomes the FBI's number one suspect,
hated by press and public alike. ... Paul Walter Hauser is superb in the leading role,
and Sam Rockwell was equally outstanding as the anti-establishment attorney who
fights to save him. There's also excellent work from Kathy Bates, Jon Hamm and Olivia
Wilde. ... Rated R, but methinks for appropriate for anybody over 12.

Note: The above has been added to my list of favorite films. If you'd like to get a copy
of that list, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put FAVORITES in the subject line.

B. Thanks to the following folks who have allowed me to share their opinions about
other films:

(1) Rose-Marie Grace Vieira: | am so glad that | don't listen to naysayers!

I've heard many negative comments about CATS the movie. | was blessed with being
able to see it live in Broadway many years ago, so | REALLY wanted to see the movie.
| LOVED it!

| was surprised to see Old Deuteronomy played by a woman, but Judy Dench did the
part justice.Jennifer Hudson was magnificent as Grizabella, and | cried as much with
her in the part.

Taylor Swift's voice was perfect for the sweet, innocent Bombalurina.

The CGIl work made the characters totally believable as cats, with twitching ears and
whiskers and swishing tails.

| say, go in to the movie with an open mind and if you are a cat lover, you will love it and
easily catch some of the underlayment and at the very least enjoy the phenomenal
Andrew Lloyd Weber music. Go for that, at the very least.

ENJOY!

movies I've seen in a long time. | did not hate it, but I'm not sure | liked it, either. The
musical was the first stage musical | ever saw. | had the London Cast double album
long before | ever saw the show, and | love the music. | sang the songs all the time. So, |
am a fan of the stage show. It holds a very special place in my heart. | really like the
slightly updated soundtrack to the film. The score sounds great, even when being
performed by a few not so great singers. As for the effects of the film. Those are mostly
bad. | wish he had given them more "cat-like" features. The incorrect noses and human
hands and feet bothered me, and detracted from the magic that these were cats, and
not actors playing cats. | forgive it onstage, but not on film. I'm not going to join the
bandwagon of critics, and say horrible things about it, because there were many good
things in it. | would say equal parts good and bad. All in all, | was entertained. | still love
this show and score.

(3 ) Patti Digh:l watched "Marriage Story" and am open to hearing from people who
liked it about why you liked it. | just don't understand the hype about it, but perhaps | am
missing something. Or maybe | just didn't like it because | didn't like it.

My response:

Movies are sooo cool, in that they can generate much discussion like this one has. ... |
very much liked it and could relate to much of it, having once been divorced. Cynthia,
my beautiful bride, like it too. .. The dialogue was outstanding, as was the acting
(especially the depiction of the lawyers). | also liked Deaver's singing o that one song.

(4) Mike Martinelli: BOMBSHELL is very powerful.
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5. TV alert

A. THE TWILIGHT ZONE: Beginning at 6 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 31 on Syfy
You can catch 92 of Rod Sterling's anthology series in this two-day marathon.

b. LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER: CELEBRATING SONDHEIM: Tuesday, Dec. 31,
at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local listings at pbs.org)

A New Year's Eve concert pays tribute to Broadway legend Stephen Sondheim who
turns 90 in March. Tony winner Katrina Lenk (The Band's Visit), who'll perform the
cross-gendered role of Bobby in Company this season, delivers Sondheim's best-
known standard, "Send in the Clowns."

C. LINDA RONSTADT: THE SOUND OF MY VOICE: Wednesday, Jan. 1, at 9 p.m. on
CNN

It is one of my favorite documentaries and now you can see it at home, lucky you. There
are many clips of her singing, and you'll be amazed at how many different different
types of music she has performed over her career.

D. COUNTRY MUSIC: Friday, Jan 3, at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings at pbs.org)
If you missed Ken Burns' eight-part docuseries when it first aired in September, make
sure you catch it this time around. It is excellent. Traditional episodes air on Fridays
through Feb. 21.
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6. Joke 2

How I'll be commemorating the Feast of Seven Fishes on Christmas Eve. ... If you
would like to join me, come on over. ... If you would like to know more about this
celebration, please click: Here. (Thanks, Paul Licitra, for sharing.
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7. Clips/Websites

A. Video of the week

Art Mayhew: The Death of Ink (about the demise of The Intelligencer): Here.
B. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) "Every Breath You Take," one of my all-time favorites: Here.

(2) Natalie Kaye: Mary, Did You Know? - Pentatonix: Here.

(3) Brad Owen: Classroom Experiment Shows the Importance of Hand-Washing - Just
in Time for Flu Season: Here.

(4) Edie Weinstein: Jane Olivor: "We Are Light's™: Here.

C. Uncrate lists over 9000 products, mostly geared for men. These products from
vintage motorcycles to jackets to Bluetooth earbuds and includes one you can get for
me when my birthday next rolls around (hint, hint): a McLaren Speedtail Hypercar. The
cost is a mere $2,100,000. ... To view this and other cool products, please click: Here.

D. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please
click: Here.

E. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends
there, please feel free to send me an invite by clicking: Here.
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8. Technology tip

Thanks, Keith Challenger, for this oh-so-profound bit of advice:

Change all your passwords to "incorrect." That way, when you forget your password
and try to login, the message will say "Your password is incorrect."
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9. Joke 3

This may well become my favorite holiday song, replacing "Grandpa Got Runned Over
By a John Deere." In case you forgot that one, please click:
Here. (Thanks, Thomas Guth, for sharing.)

What Christmas Carol do they
sing in a psychiatric hospital?

Do you hear what | hear?
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10. Two quotes | like

Thanks, Jerry Herman (1931-2019) in top photo, for being such a fantastic composer
and lyricist--and having given us such hit Broadway musicals as HELLO, DOLLY!,
MAME and LA CAGE AUX FOLLES. For more information about his life, please click:
Here.

And thanks, Don Imus (1940-2019) in bottom photo, for your many years of
broadcasting IMUS IN THE MORNING on various radio stations and digital platforms.
You often put a smile on my face, and I'm also grateful for the Imus Ranch that you
founded for children afflicted with cancer or serious blood diseases. For more
information about his life, please click: Here.

| have a lot of friends who get up
most mornings and go to jobs they
absolutely hate. | don't think that's
what life is about and I'm so
fortunate that | actually love what |
do.

— Jerny fferman —

AZQUOTES

| talk to millions of people every day.
| just like it when they can't talk
back.

— Den Jmus —
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11. Thought for the day

And one more for you ... If you're like me, and you celebrate all holidays because
there's more food, fun and friends that way ... make it a MERRY CHRISTMAS!
(Thanks, Robinson Fox, for sharing.)

Two tips for
Christmas:

1. Forget the past.

You can't change it.

2. Forget the
present. | didn't get
you one.
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12. Advance planning department

To read about each of the following events in full, please click: Here.

A.NC events

(1) Michelle Baker: SEVEN LEMONS WITH UNCLE KURTIS. (2) Jason Scholder: Jon
Reep (Two shows) with special guest Jason Scholder. (3) Alexander Parker Guazzo:
SEVEN SINGERS SINGING. (4) Lau Magie: Monsters Under The Bed: Defeating My
Inner Demons..

B. PA/NJ events

(1) Keith Spencer: Brothers on Broadway. (2) Natalie Kaye: Standing On My Sister's
Shoulders: A Tribute to Filmmaker Joan Sadoff.

PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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