
From: Blainesworld blaine@blainesworld.net
Subject: blainesworld 1477 (See Sect. 1C for some great music.)

Date: December 29, 2024 at 6:12 PM
To: hank@hankeder.com

 

You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 4, 7 and 10); contests; reviews of shows. movies and
books; quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In
the unlikely event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to
the free mailing list: Here.
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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I celebrated Christmas at the home of our friends Tom and Marcy
Gallagher. We were joined by their dog Scout and several other folks, as can be seen by the pictures
(below).
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B. We received great service from Sandy at our favorite Thai restaurant in the area: Pacific Pagoda. She
always manages to get our orders just right, as does Aubrey when she is our server. We've never had a
bad meal there!

C. I had the good fortune to catch Sal Landers' Party Rx perform its "Weirdly Woodstock" show recently at
The Joint Next Door. In the group that night Sal Landers, Mark Tuomenoksa, Kim Butler and Jay Hoots. To
see how great they were, click:
Here for "Lay Down Sally"
Here for "Blue Suede Shoes"
Here for "Something to Talk About"
Here for "Fire"
Here for "Fever"
Here for "Before You Accuse Me"
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D. My daughter Risa recently celebrated her birthday. She always wanted a nose ring. I hope she liked the
ring I got her! 

(Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

E. I hosted one BLAINESWORLD webcast this past week. My guest was Diane Saccone, Healthy Aging
Specialist.

To watch or listen to the webcast, navigate to: Here.

F. Condolences to Scott Bradshaw and family on the passing of William Joseph Bradshaw, Scott's father.

To read the obituary, click:
Here.

G. Announcing this week's ... 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD **

It goes to Buzzsprout, the company that hosts my webcasts.

I have received great service from Buzzsprout, and they've made it very easy for me to both post my
webcast and the word out about it.

For more information, click:
Here.

Note:
(1) If you're new to podcasting, read the company's informative guide by clicking: 
Here.

(2) You can get started for free.  

(3) If interested in trying out Buzzsprout, let me know. I'll get you a link that you can use to receive a $20
credit. Drop me an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put BUZZSPROUT in the subject line.

(4) And naturally, if you have any questions about webcasting, this company, etc., give a holler. 
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2. Invites

A. Did you know?

The neuroscience of generosity shows that sharing good things with others activates pleasure centers in
our brains. Subscribe to The What's Good Newsletter for weekly goodness and curiosity, then share it and
improve your day!

To do so, click:
Here.

(Thanks, Will Dennis, for sharing.)  

B. Introducing ...

***** CONTEST #16 ***** 

One lucky reader will win an autographed of my friend Ronald Rand's SOLO TRANSFORMATION ON
STAGE: A JOURNEY INTO THE ORGANIC PROCESS OF THE ART OF TRANSFORMATION. 

To quote from two of the reviews:
"An unforgettable journey of passion, insight, and discovery! It's time for this book!"--Christopher Plummer

"A noble and useful book. SOLO TRANSFORMATION ON STAGE is an astonishing outpouring of energy
and experience leading you on a path of allowing an even greater realization to flow through you."--
Stephen Lang

I read the book and thought it was fabulous.

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #16 in the subject line. Include
in the body of the email your name and mailing address, so that if you win, I can send you a copy of this
book. Entries must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 6, 2025.

Note: Contest #15 had three entries. Marie Verilla was the winner. She'll receive an autographed copy of
WITH THESE HANDS, a collection of poems by my friend Nelson Sartoris.

C. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
to it on your favorite podcast player.

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDskSBEsF9kqFew2x1Yi27uB2SD9jaAHs8Qs_XEB8r9FOg5fRWtruCg9UcMe3Sk2ahW47D8ccG5rkR2Yw5BIrXBtPeKJnEEOLu9peRZo63IiuKjH3z55A981n-xVmIOK3gePKZbzNodH59iStst_WRXsKsn15sbbbVJE-leK-zbfb3mNKjZ_xdKbO0ISmKDJJ-YqHcstCBXgm7eXIzvj6ojwS8tVa28eR_yfXpjE7PgjxtSb1IrEA==&c=r4_8uvcp27V8ZIAKJQVh5qrHHb7KDj8K3D3UubrIXosloEsKxV_EHw==&ch=a6Vuby8548pBxgwJeIXVdZ1ymoK2HAsgMIntGRWi8JqQng4hW1Gpng==


Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening.

If you want to join me, let me know. And for more information about the webcast, click:
Here.

D. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
Here.

3. FYI

A. You’re Retired. What’s the Best Way to Withdraw Your Savings?:
Here.

B. 'I'm A Surgeon ― Here's The Truth About Home Health Tests:
Here.

C. Flexibility Is a Key to Longevity. Here’s How to Improve Yours, According to Experts:
Here.

D. How to survive miserable small talk:
Here.

 

4. Joke 1

I now can't get this song out of my head. To see why, click:
Here.

(Thanks, Mary Jo Leonard, for sharing.)

 

5. Reviews

A. Saw WICKED, the reimagining of the 1939 classic THE WIZARD OF OZ. Cynthia and I both liked the

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDskSBEsF9kqFew2x1Yi27uB2SD9jaAHs8Qs_XEB8r9FOg5fRWtrvf4dBCrwhccamulqmZb9l8oAUIc4bUK6ZlydQu1F9M8m1W-LnNPYXX2LfOszBuhHLIbveMlpan42LC6GstroQFt1HGiRtI4zzUzg2DcXYvQPNKxaPbkoZfj3UN3FjIfj5DmH7FzGGDz4mD05XDgQ6VDYfPPa9gu3ndbAeDPv0JU&c=r4_8uvcp27V8ZIAKJQVh5qrHHb7KDj8K3D3UubrIXosloEsKxV_EHw==&ch=a6Vuby8548pBxgwJeIXVdZ1ymoK2HAsgMIntGRWi8JqQng4hW1Gpng==
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A. Saw WICKED, the reimagining of the 1939 classic THE WIZARD OF OZ. Cynthia and I both liked the
choreography, costumes and sets. We also thought the performances from Cynthia Erivoa, Ariana Grande,
Jonathan Biley, Michele Yeoh and Jeff Goldblum were all quite good. That said, overall, she enjoyed the
film a lot more than I did. I'm not big into flying monkeys, nor do I like waiting a year for a part 2 of any
movie. Rated PG.

B. We also saw A COMPLETE UNKNOWN, the story of the beginning of Bob Dylan's career. Timothée
Chalamet was outstanding in the leading role, and I was especially impressed with his singing. I also
though Edward Norton was terrific as Pete Seeger, and I hope that both actors get Oscar nominations for
their work. If you liked folks music from the 1960s, as I did, you're going love this film. Rated R. 

 

6. TV alert

A. RED ONE (in theaters but also on Prime Video)
In Amazon’s $250 million action-comedy, the head of North Pole security (Dwayne Johnson, 52) teams up
with a deadbeat dad/hacker (Chris Evans) after Santa (J.K. Simmons, 69) gets kidnapped.

B. RONNY CHIENG: LOVE TO HATE IT (on Netflix)
he Daily Show senior correspondent and sometimes host gets personal in his second Netflix comedy
special. 

C. BEAST GAMES (on Amazon Prime)
A game show with 1,000 contestants? Yeah, that sounds like YouTube juggernaut MrBeast. A $5 million
grand prize? That checks out, too. So does what contestants are subjected to win the money during this
weekly reality competition: “… compete in nail-biting, physical, mental, and social challenges.”

D. TRADING PLACES (Wednesday, Jan. 1, at 2 a.m. on TCM) 
Wealthy brothers conspire to switch the fortunes of a young investor and a man from the hood. Eddie
Murphy, Dan Aykroyd and Jamie Curtis are all terrific. 

 

7. Joke 2

Money-saving tip of the day. (Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

 

8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!
 
(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.
 
I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
 
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.
 
Note: Even if you did not do a recording, I welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDskSBEsF9kqFew2x1Yi27uB2SD9jaAHs8Qs_XEB8r9FOg5fRWtrk8qUQjYMRw4i-r4oEed423wCX8cBuzpgEI-vdxq6YxoXA4NJiR5hPfdLU7k6DHnWmYir9YgrATIAjKxY6d0ySeJR13XgzB6_vS6hVpljXjV1M-ltkV2mnB4M96he8a8Vtl61NSFnBCb7y6Z46bxthDEX2pWdORtnuAicUHmczDq_DQsxvUg20GNOa5unzJa5nHKAe8KTlv-2qcCbPmjR63MRWu2bVjRElgnz-xRAL355hk4LFcglmrH7B1r6vFR1-rdgGmU0kLzllOAPH7LkBc=&c=r4_8uvcp27V8ZIAKJQVh5qrHHb7KDj8K3D3UubrIXosloEsKxV_EHw==&ch=a6Vuby8548pBxgwJeIXVdZ1ymoK2HAsgMIntGRWi8JqQng4hW1Gpng==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDskSBEsF9kqFew2x1Yi27uB2SD9jaAHs8Qs_XEB8r9FOg5fRWtrk8qUQjYMRw41Bw5R4ojvIZ6gX1nEBVBIm3aloJH-QvIsUwv-f96x2amwDpUx15fxdQahLpwHF0sK1gM21Eo874QNWp2ruIE1d1aDvgJh2uUnJ1eRbimAQholni2f6XY01iZqd2uOZhj9mrvRAoy4X9L1tysiOqM4ryTqenROgpYzo4Chs6fYrXT4l1Ry1CGUSP-CnIzG6DIeWtZaB5QfIheFyVyf135lp0ZR9qihabPMHcTQRO8PkiHdO8SmbINPBri06tqV4dcvPGUkGUHZXs=&c=r4_8uvcp27V8ZIAKJQVh5qrHHb7KDj8K3D3UubrIXosloEsKxV_EHw==&ch=a6Vuby8548pBxgwJeIXVdZ1ymoK2HAsgMIntGRWi8JqQng4hW1Gpng==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDskSBEsF9kqFew2x1Yi27uB2SD9jaAHs8Qs_XEB8r9FOg5fRWtrk8qUQjYMRw4BuFIPT0x_2-ggyzfvRyTQuI0JQzrEYk3AzbRDoZrRu4xrks6pe_I7Y_SW9zVtIYcSaOrbl_lpM8jj86gZxE86taIK1M_h6gzFOEGskZ186wkvj_qdHsvNxf2FHiH5KlIcFeYK-Trc6y6-J1LOzTdoywarwB9Dajje0HX1gN220vTL9ahlYp89EpGeTmE1lw0kTnMHzllLYO4x6w0xGtTSBUKyJhDixaqGG6jpNm8WX5qU_vPe9r9ifp6Emr8TJgo-q_cp4mgv3c=&c=r4_8uvcp27V8ZIAKJQVh5qrHHb7KDj8K3D3UubrIXosloEsKxV_EHw==&ch=a6Vuby8548pBxgwJeIXVdZ1ymoK2HAsgMIntGRWi8JqQng4hW1Gpng==
mailto:bginbc@aol.com


 
Note: Even if you did not do a recording, I welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"
but any other Turtles' song.
 
(2) For this week, please view this this use of the song in a Super Smash Bros. commercial:
Here. 

B. Video of the week

Doctor My Eyes | Jackson Browne | Song Around The World:
Here.

(Thanks, Dieter Homburg, for sharing.) 
 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:
(1) Soupy Sales: The Mouse, one of my favorites: 
Here.

(2) Howard Smith Jr.: Hymns (12.29.2024):
Here.

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Annie Lennox
Here.

To see how great a song and video Lennox' "Why" is, click:
Here.

(4) Cole Porter´s Day and Night: Fred Astaire & Ginger Rogers: 
Here.

(5) Kool & The Gang - Ladies' Night: 
Here
.
(Thanks, Kathy O’Connor, for sharing.)
 
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

Watch animated dogs run endlessly across your screen, accompanied by an irresistibly catchy soundtrack
at OMFGDOGS. To see this for yourself, click:
Here.
 
E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click: Here.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free
to send me an invite by clicking: Here.

 

9. Technology tip

How to Clean Up Your Phone’s Photo Library to Free Up Space
by J.D. Biersdorfer

Are you getting ominous warnings about your phone’s storage? Have you ever whipped out your phone to
show someone a certain photo and had to scroll for minutes to find it? If you’ve accumulated gigabytes of
images over the years, streamlining your photo library and dumping other unnecessary apps and files can
let you reclaim that space. Here’s a guide to doing just that by using free tools that are probably already on
your phone.

For the rest of this informative article, click:
Here.

Note: Make sure you read the boldfaced part titled "Delete Duplicates." It describes many free options for
doing this.  

 

10. Joke 3

Recently, when traveling from Asheville to Philadelphia, I had to make a stop at the restroom before
boarding my plane. The first stall was taken, so I entered the second stall.

I had barely sat down when I heard a voice next to me asking, “How are you?” I don’t know what got into
me, but I answered, somewhat embarrassed, “Doin’ just fine.” And the other person said, “So what are you
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me, but I answered, somewhat embarrassed, “Doin’ just fine.” And the other person said, “So what are you
up to?” (What kind of a question is that?)

At that point, I was thinking, “This is too bizarre,” so I said, “Uh, I’m like you--just traveling.” At this point I
was trying to get out as fast as I could when I heard another question. “Can I come over?” OK, this was just
too weird for me, but I figured I could just be polite and end the conversation. This time I answered, “No. I’m
a little busy right now.”

Then I heard the person say nervously, “Listen, I’ll have to call you back. There’s an idiot in the next stall
who keeps answering all my questions.”

 

11. Two quotes I like

A. Thanks, Greg Gumbel (1946-2024), for your career as an American television sportscaster. He was best
known for his various assignments for CBS Sports (most notably, the National Football League and NCAA
basketball). For more information about his life, click:
Here. 

 

B. Thanks, Richard Perry (1942-2024) for your career as an American record producer. After graduating
from college he rose through the late 1960s and early 1970s to become a successful and popular record
producer with more than 12 gold records to his credit by 1982. With hit records stretching from the 1960s
through the 2000s, his successful modern releases included albums by Rod Stewart and Carly Simon. For
more information about his life, click:
Here.
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12. Thought for the day

JOIN ME IN CELEBRATING CHRISMUKKAH! 

As you may know, I celebrate all holidays because there's more food, fun and friends that way.

So when Christmas and Hanukkah fall on the same day as they do today (for the first time since 2005), you gotta
believe I'm going to be a happy camper.

And to get you in a similar mood:
(1) Listen to this oh-so festive song: Here.

(2) Learn why Chrismukkah is the best holiday ever, according to The O.C.'s Seth Cohen: Here.

(3) Read how some interfaith families blend the two holidays: Here.
 

 

PS. Make it a great week!
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