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You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 4, 7 and 10); contests; reviews of shows. movies and
books; quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In
the unlikely event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to
the free mailing list: Here.
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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and | got to see Kelly Palmatier, psychic medium extraordinaire of
Channeling White Light, do a group reading at a fundraiser for Arms Around ASD. She rocked!
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B. Afterward, we joined our friends Joe and Kat Mallon for a delicious dinner at La Rumba Restaurant
Latino.

C. Watch history come alive and catch THURGOOD, now at NC Stage through May 19. ... K.P. Powell is
outstanding as he portrays the story of how a boy from the backstreets of Baltimore became the first
African-American Supreme Court justice. ... And Philip Kershaw's direction is spot on. .. For tickets, click:
https://www.ncstage.org/productions/thurgood!..

THURGoOOD
BY GEORGE STevens, .
DIRECTED gy
PHILIP KERSHAW |
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER ||
LINDSEY A. MOSS* Iy |

STARRING
K.P. POWELL*
SCENIC DESIGN...JULIE K. ROSS

NS &
fIRG?‘iJTElﬁéI%ESIGN...CJ BARNWELL

COSTUME DESIGN..CASEY WATKINS
PROPS DESIGN. ..SYLVIA J. PIERCE
SOUNDDESIGN. .. BAILEY LGAFENEY
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D. I had the pleasure of hosting three BLAINESWORLD webcasts this past week. They can all be seen or
heard by clicking: Here.

(1) 4.22.24 - Christopher McLoughlin and Ruth McLoughlin discuss ANNE OF GREEN GABLES

(2) 4.23.2024 - Dr. Melinda Toney--Founder/Owner of Awaken Chrysalis

v
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(3) 4.24.2024 - John Hall and Morgan St. Clair discuss POPCORN HILLS

L

E. Announcing this week's ...

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
It goes to All Seasons Heating & Air Conditioning. For more information, click: Here.

This is the excellent company that has serviced our equipment over the last several years we had lived in
Fairview.

The employees are both friendly and knowledgeable.
Recently, we had our air conditioning unit replaced.

We were most impressed with the job that was done.

Pictured: Jason Thacker, the technician who handled much of the installation, showing Cynthia how to set
the thermostat.

2. Invites
A. As you may have heard, I'm putting together a book of quotes for my 75th birthday . ... 1 for each year.

Where you come into play: Might you be so kind as to share one quote with me that | could possibly use in
this book? It could be one that has impacted your life. It could be funny or serious. It could come from
motivational speakers, authors, poets, politicians, friends, relatives, colleagues, teachers. etc. It could even
come from you.

Mail to: Blaine Greenfield : bginbc@aol.com. Include the quote and the person who wrote it, as well as both
your name and snail mail (regular mailing) address, so | can get you a copy of the book if your quote is
chosen for publication. Put BOOK in the subject line.

Please get the above to me on or before Wednesday, May 1, at 9 p.m.

Note this CHANGE from last week's request: | no longer need a bio of the person, nor his or her picture. |
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Many thanks!

PS. For example:
"You can get anything you want in life, so long as you help enough others what they want."--Zig Ziglar

B. Introducing ...

*kkkk CONTEST #6 hkkkk

In Contest #6, one lucky reader will win an autographed copy of THE PATH TO PERFECTIA by Geoff
Wolliner.

To quote one Amazon reviewer:

| have read Woliner's books previously for his witty take on life, current events, and taking on challenges.
Upon seeing he had a new book | was looking forward to his latest take. Given the title, | expected he
would bring his sharp wit, satire, and humor to freshen up the self-help genre. | DID NOT expect a very
tightly written fictional story of a man coming to grips with discovering he is connected to the greater
universe beyond our physical existence. Woliner's characters are well written with small, interesting details
that pay off in surprising and very rewarding ways. This is something that | find very frustrating as it all too
common in contemporary literature, tv and film.

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com ... and put CONTEST #6 in the subject line.
Include both your name and mailing address in the body of the email. All entries must be received on or
before 9 p.m. on Monday, May 13, 2024.

Note: Meredith Krollman was the winner of Contest #5: a variety package of Connie Regan-Blake's Fanciful
Greeting Cards. All told, there were six entries.

C. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
to it on your favorite podcast player.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. | now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening.

If you are interested, let me know. And for more information about the webcast, click: Here.
D. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, | encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:

Here.

E. Come join Cynthia for the course she'll be teaching for Arms Around ASD this week: Move Your Body on
Wednesday via Zoom or in person.

To attend this course and/or any other that is being offered, scroll down to Calendar when you click: Here.

3. FYI

A. BEWARE REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL DONATIONS & ALOT MORE! ... Be prepared to come
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across someone masqueraaing as a campaign Worker seeking a contripution. ... In aaaiion, tnere are
sextortion scams, in which a person posing as a hacker claims to have recorded you watching porn through
your laptop camera. .. .And there are also medical billing rental and employment scams. ... To read article,
click: Here.

B. People Who Excel at Starting a Conversation Always Lead With This, Says Stanford Communications
Expert

How good are you at starting conversations with strangers? For most of us, it's an uncomfortable moment.
We hate the prospect of making small talk. But we can do it more effectively if we lead with curiosity, says
Stanford lecturer and communication instructor Matt Abrahams, host of the highly popular podcast Think
Fast, Talk Smart. ... To read article, click: Here.

C. 8 Smart Ways to Cut Pain Past

Pain sucks. Unfortunately, it's just part of life and we all have to cope with it in one way or another. That’s
why some of our favorite inventions are products that help you feel better and enjoy life more. .... To read
article, click: Here. (Thanks, Babs Mountjoy, for sharing.)

4. Joke 1

If you can, you're really old like me ...

REMEMBER
THE FIRST ORIGINAL SEATBELT

TN

5. Reviews

A. MARIE'S STORY, now on Amazon Prime, is a heart-warming true tale of a blind, deaf and mute girl who
is sent to school where a determined nun teaches her to communicate, helping to transfer her into a kind,
caring student. ... This was a beautiful story that was filled with heart and was all about making a
difference. At the end, | cried. | watched the ending over and over. It was so beautiful. ... Common Sense
]Ic\/ledia rates) it for Age 12+. Inspirational subtitled film is emotionally intense. (Thanks, Cynthia Greenfield,
or sharing.

B. Cynthia and | both found THE WHOLE TRUTH on Amazon Prime

to be watchable. It is a legal drama about a defense attorney who works to get his teenage client acquitted
of murdering his wealthy father. Some of the film drags, but it comes alive at the end. Keanu Reeves and
an almost unrecognizable Renée Zellweger star. ... Common Sense Media rates it for Age 15+. Tense
courtroom drama has violence, sex, language.

6. TV alert

A. UNLOCKED: A JAIL EXPERIMENT, Season 1: Now on Netflix
In a fascinating, controversial reality show, Sheriff Eric Higgins opened the cell doors of 46 inmates at a
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guardelclj cellblock) and decide how the place should operate

B. 3 BODY PROBLEM: Now on Netflix

n Netflix's No. 1 hit show, the makers of Game of Thrones and True Blood bring you a sci-fi show about an
astrophysicist (Rosalind Chao) whose hunt for aliens in the 1960s causes big trouble for humanity years
later.

C. FALLOUT, Season 1: Now on Prime Video

After apocalyptic bombs devastate the world, it's overrun with mutant creatures and pragmatic bounty
hunters such as The Ghoul (Justified’s Walton Goggins). Kyle MacLachlan (Twin Peaks) plays Hank, the
overseer of a vault where folks hide from calamity.

D. MONK: Now on Netflix
A brilliant, eccentric detective with a knack for catching details others ignore uses his unique abilities to
solve complex mysteries. You can now catch up on all eight seasons.

7. Joke 2

And that's nothing compared to Girl Scout cookies. When [ sit down after lunch and eat just a single oh-so
small small package, I'm shown as a family of 8. (Thanks, Jimmy Ferraro, for sharing.)

8. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) As mentioned previously, this section will feature music by The Turtles--either their recordings and/or
covers of their music by others.

I'd especially love to see any recording you may have done of "Happy Together."
Send it to: bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.

Note: Even if you did not do a recording, | welcome anything done by others--not only of "Happy Together,"
but any other Turtles' song.

(2) For this week, please view this cover from SLOTHRUST: Here.
B. Video of the week
How to Stop Walking Hunched Over (Ages 60+): Here. (Thanks, Cynthia Greenfield, for sharing.)

C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:
(1) Gene McDaniels, "A Hundred Pounds of Clay," one of my favorites: Here.

(2) Howard Smith Jr: Hymns (4.28.2024): Here.

Note: Congratulations to Howard for winning First Place in the senior category of the Church of God piano
competition in Gatlinburg, TN. You'll get to see why as he plays his award-winning piece in the above clip.
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(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Kate Pierson: Here.

(4) Neil mentions “Love Shack” in the above clip. To see the song performed, click: Here.

(5) Petite Danse: Here. (Thanks, Paul Rollins, for sharing.)

D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

33 Best Online Games to Play With Friends for Fun

Here are some of the very best online games to play with friends that are guaranteed to bring you and your
clan together for the perfect virtual game night on National Best Friends Day (coming up on June 8, 2024)
or any day of the year. To view them, click: Here.

E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click: Here.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free
to send me an invite by clicking: https://www.facebook.com/blainegreenfield/.

9. Technology tip

If your PC is taking too long to boot, it’s likely because you have too many programs running at startup.
Luckily, you can easily reduce them, allowing your PC to launch faster. On most Windows computers, you
can access the Task Manager by pressing Ctrl+Shift+Esc, then clicking the Startup tab. Select any program
in the list and click the Disable button if you don’t want it to run on startup.

On a Mac computer, click the Apple menu and choose System Settings. Select General > Login Items.
Select the login items you don't want to launch at startup, one at a time. Click the -' at the bottom of the
window.

10. Joke 3

Please join me in a moment of silence for Egbert.

He died last fry day. Thank God he wasn't
beaten. Don't worry, he went over easy. He's
now on the sunny side. He's definitely in a

better plate.

11. Two quotes | like

A. Top: Thanks, Mike Pinder (1941-2024), for your career as an English rock musician, best known as a
founding member and the original keyboard player of the rock group the Moody Blues. For more
information about his life, click: Here.

B. Bottom: Thanks, Bob Heil (1940-2024), for you career as an an American sound and radio engineer who
created the template for modern rock sound systems. He founded the company Heil Sound in 1966, which
built touring sound systems for bands such as The Grateful Dead and The Who. For more information
about his life, click: https://www.radioworld.com/news-and-business/headlines/audio-innovator-bob-heil-
dies.
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"1 left the group to lead a normal life, and | realized that if | put so much energy
into writing a song, why not put that same amount of energy into raising a family
and holding a marriage together, which is exactly the reason why | decided to
give it up.”--Mike Pinder

“My life has been about achieving great sound, whether on the concert stage or
in the amateur radio world."—Bob Heil

12. Thought for the day

The Story of the Fig Tree (From “The Bell Jar” by Sylvia Plath)

| saw my life branching out before me like the green fig tree in the story. From the tip of every branch, like a
fat purple fig, a wonderful future beckoned and winked.

One fig was a husband and a happy home and children, and another fig was a famous poet and another fig
was a brilliant professor, and another fig was Ee Gee, the amazing editor, and another fig was Europe and
Africa and South America, and another fig was Constantin and Socrates and Attila and a pack of other
lovers with queer names and offbeat professions, and another fig was an Olympic lady crew champion, and
beyond and above these figs were many more figs | couldn’t quite make out.

| saw myself sitting in the crotch of this fig tree, starving to death, just because | couldn’t make up my mind
which of the figs | would choose.

| wanted each and every one of them, but choosing one meant losing all the rest, and, as | sat there,
unable to decide, the figs began to wrinkle and go black, and, one by one, they plopped to the ground at
my feet.

Moral of the story:

Decide! Take action.

There’s no right or wrong answer when you’re choosing between two positive routes or outcomes. Wait too
long, and the decision will be made for you.

Source: Here, #8

PS. Make it a great week!
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