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Subject: blainesworld 1450 (See Sect. 1A for an invite to join me.)
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You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 4, 7 and 10); contests; reviews of shows. movies and
books; quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In
the unlikely event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to
the free mailing list: Here.
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1. Reflections

A. IT'S OFFICIAL ... As of the 14th of June, I've been around the sun 75 times. And like fine wine, I'm getting
better with age. ... Cheers to your joining me for more adventures, more laughter and more wisdom (or at least
more stories to tell). ... And thanks to y'all who have been part of this incredible journey. ... Let's make the next 75
even better!
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B. Top picture: Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and | celebrated the above occasion via a delicious dinner at
The Local Join with our friends Tom and Marcy Gallagher. The food there is always excellent, as is the
service. (This night it was from the ever-smiling Jenny.) .... And thanks, Bonnie Sibner, for surprising us with
dessert.

Bottom picture: When we got home, we celebrated some more with oh-so tasty ice cream from Hilltop Ice
Cream.
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of Judy Garland in the months leading up to her death in 1969. Chelsey Gaddy (center) was magnificent as Garland. We
also liked the performance of Nathan Owen (left) as Anthony Chapman and David Bruce (second from left) on drums.

Bottom picture: Sam Rodd rocked as Mickey Deans, as did Sarah Fowler as on keyboard (and music director). Kudos to
those not pictured: Strother Stingley in multiple roles; John O'Neil, production stage manager; Richard Seagle Jr., scenic
designer; Andrew Zebroski, lighting designer; William Tyler Ezzell, director; and those in the rest of the orchestra: Sara
Nichols, Tyson Hemrick and Gus Emrick.

JAMES
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OX THEATRE:

E. We joined joined our friends Kat and Joe Mallon for dinner at a new restaurant in town: South Paw. My
cheeseburger was really good.

F. It is always a pleasure to solve all the world's problems over lunch at LongHorn Steakhouse with my
friend Mike Martinelli. And to receive excellent service from Cheyenne.




G. | hosted three webcasts this past week. To view or listen to them, click: www.blainesworld.net.
(1) Top: 6.10.2024 - Jordan Doty--Owner, Asheville Free Walking Tours
(2) Middle: 6.11.2024 - Jason De Los Santos--Founder and Owner of Pixielated Stories Digital Marketing

(3) Bottom: 6.12.2024 - Janice Vertucci Schreiber, director, and Frank Calamaro, actor, discuss their
upcoming play

H. Condolences to:

(1) Wes Morgan and family on the passing of Wes’ wife.

(2) Tom Sofield and family on the passing of Chris Sofield, Tom’s father. For Chris’ obituary, click:
https://levittownnow.com/2024/06/10/obituary-christopher-sofield-63/?
fbclid=lwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAAROcueC9yduHV1uBKeqgz1ZpQKy570XLVcnzGODuCmijjJbmLynMbtds5d
ZAo_aem_ARZH1dnj5YEntCDJxH6JS4h8wAXLc7NiNJC7e09Haq2F GVMYKxljwBmtDI8SXqT1TIMxdGRN
Gv7/m8MAHzMLTigw.

(3) Elaine Robinson Beattie and family on the passing of Elaine's mother.
I. Congratulations to:

(1) Benjamin Litchman, Cynthia's nephew, and and his wife Chloe on the birth of Sonny Bela Litchman,
their son.



(2) Dr. Jeremy Ledford on his recent marriage.

(3) Sarah Fowler on her appointment as Contemporary Workshop Leader at Mills River United Methodist
Church.

(4) Ginny Pina to haring her nonfiction piece published in INSTANTNOODLESLITMAG.COM. ... To read i,
click:

https://instantnoodleslitmag.com/mountain-girl-virginia-watts/?
fbclid=IwZXhObgNhZWOCMTEAAR2EdAMTjmkGytMqQJz7Y67M2LY xuKEEgx8 DN6zdMIvMulkrKRJR-
czm94_aem_ ATKTgC86-

rEE8DUcdfVYJoooBMrb 1xiK9nxdwf4WVINfWUXxLixoprirKZCBWZ7mQQcMNLeapcDZIH-5f_bwMsO90

(5) Brittany Carol Hazeldine on her graduation from Johns Hopkins School of Nursing.

(6) Colby Coren for his rendition of the National Anthem at a recent Asheville Tourists game. To view his
performance, click: https://www.instagram.com/p/C7z_5J1BLOOE1ZMMPd4ef1nc6h3NpJgjp_fLsYO0/.

(7) Frank Calamaro and family on the birth of their newest addition: a grandson.

(8) Ezekiel Christopoulos on his appointment as Director of Operations & Finance at Tzedek Social Justice
Fund.

J. Announcing this week's ...

***+*+* BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

It goes to Carolina Tree Monkeys, headed by our neighbor Trebor Clavette.

They do a terrific job keeping our trees looking just right, and we recommend them highly.
They are friendly, professional and very competent.

For more information, click:
https://www.carolinatreemonkeys.com/.




2. Invite
There's still time to enter ...
kkkkk CONTEST #8 *kkkk

In Contest #8, one lucky reader will win a copy of THE MYTH OF PERFECT PITCH by my friend Dr.
Kenneth Egert.

To quote from the Amazon description:
The Myth of Perfect Pitch examines the mystery of our continuing relationship with music—a relationship
as old as humanity itself, and one that has long helped us discover deeper meaning to our lives.

Explore the musical intersection of culture, religion, mythology, philosophy, literature, metaphysics,
spirituality, psychology, and mankind’s eternal search for meaning in The Myth of the Perfect Pitch. Answer
such enduring questions as these: Why do we find music so compelling? What does music have to teach
us about the nature of existence and reality? What does it mean to establish harmony, or right

relationship with that greater sense of meaning and truth?

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com ... and put CONTEST #8 in the subject line.
Include both your name and mailing address in the body of the email. All entries must be received on or
before 9 p.m. on Monday, June 24, 2024.

3. FYI

A. Take these 3 ‘micro-risks’ to become more influential, says workplace expert: “You can start insanely
small’
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To read, click: Here.

B. 9 Quirky & Offbeat Approaches to Boosting our Mental Well-Being.
To read, click: Here.

C. 11 Low-Calorie Snacks That Will Satiate You In Between Meals, Recommended By A Dietitian

To read, click: Here.

4. Joke 1

This as me writing a note to myself, "Self, beware where you put corn when you drive." (Thanks, Risa
Reaverly, for sharing.)

SEE? | ToLD YoU THEY WERE A
BAD IDEA, BUT Nooooo, YoU HAAAD, /=
—. TO HAVE HEATED SEATS! A&

5. Reviews

A. Cynthia and | saw and both enjoyed THE GREAT LILLIAN HALL on Max. Jessica Lange may well win
an Emmy as a great stage actress stricken with dementia on the eve of her opening in The Cherry Orchard.
An almost unrecognizable Kathy Bates (who has lost a lot of weight)also stars as her longtime assistant,
along with Pierce Brosnan. You'll like this one, especially if you are a theater buff. Rated PG-13.

B. We did not like | USED TO BE FUNNY, a dark dramedy that follows Sam Cowell (Rachel Sennott), an
aspiring stand-up comedian and au pair struggling with PTSD, as she decides whether or not to join the
search for Brooke (Olga Petsa), a missing teenage girl she used to nanny. We found the flashbacks
confusing,RespeciaIIy in the beginning of the film. We also didn't find it very funny. Rated NR, though | would
give itan R.

6. TV alert

A. Hannah Einbinder: Everything Must Go (Max)
She is the Emmy-nominated young costar in Hacks. In addition, she was the youngest comedian to
perform a stand-up set on The Late Show With Stephen Colbert in her national TV debut in 2020.

B. The 77th Annual Tony Awards (CBS on Sunday, Jun 16, at 8 p.m.)
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proaaway s piggest nignt Is pack witn 1ony-nominatea ana vuscar-winning Ariana besose nostng 1or ine
third time and live musical performances from this year’s big shows: Cabaret at the Kit Kat Club, Illinoise,
Merrily We Roll Along, The Outsiders, Suffs, Water for Elephants, The Who’s Tommy and Hell’s Kitchen.

C. Slave Play. Not a Movie. A Play (Max)

Playwright Jeremy O. Harris’ 2018 Slave Play captivated Broadway audiences and critics alike with its
Tony-nominated tackling of race, sex and interracial relationships in a way never before seen on stage. Go
behind the curtain to watch Harris workshop the play with new actors and mine even more meaning in this
HBO Original documentary, which Harris also directs.

D. Outstanding: A Comedy Revolution (Netflix)

The history of LGBTQ+ stand-up comedy and the many struggles of queer comics once afraid to come out
of the closet and take the stage is the focus of this star-studded documentary featuring interviews with
grownup comics Lily Tomlin, Rosie O’'Donnell, 62 Wanda Sykes, Sandra Bernhard, Eddie |zzard, Tig
Notaro, and Margaret Cho.

E. Oppenheimer (Prime Video)
Christopher Nolan’s epic biopic about the man who led the Manhattan Project, which created the first
atomic bomb, won seven Oscars this year, including best picture.

7. Joke 2

Today's history lesson ...

In March, 1876:
Alexander Graham Bell
makes first ever telephone call.

Minutes later, he learns
his auto warranty has expired.

8. Clips

A. Howard Smith: Hymns (6.16.2024):
https://www.facebook.com/hs.smith.73/videos/439505272187819.

B. Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Peter Frampton:
https://www.facebook.com/neilratnerrockdoc/videos/814352173979579.

C. Thanks, Neil, for getting me to revisit Frampton's "Show Me the Way." Your many fans and friends can
do the same by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nheo-VFtUKI.

D. Cool cat: https://www.facebook.com/reel/462075932894563. (Thanks, Elaine Lea Goldstein Bilk, for
sharing.)

9. Technology tip

Create your own synthesized voice

Select Personal Voice and then Create a Personal Voice, and your iPhone will walk you through the
process of setting up a synthesized voice that sounds like you.

All that's needed is 15 minutes of recording time, and you’re good to go. You can set up multiple voices on
the same device if you need to, and all the information needed is saved locally on your device. The feature
is used together with the Live Speech option.
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https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZneyQkZn5OMT95ieAuTpxRArNA21NpGn1yuW_7ga8WkSUgmCA2zhAZKtAD3gw7Cg04wvDzGjXPlVgTx9xc1tx1hTs6kULE6OTez_q5tS3OHCbf8zRlSUumoGBfSDehxHxDifqExjX1kWNwX2-DkTro0yvYDMhZfstpvKGWP_yCCgEFvZBddEp1X4n-JVRxqv0p7UZggBPlYifsFKM8th9ujJFhFTBRo11nh6zoBHXZ-7QP50sW8ps7raZ9db9SOfUieoLM-4_5HGM_1eK97cV58AP8bIj3J0qNMfzq9xdaF7JWecza1lKeVgq8QR_j9gQrJK8fSe6MQ=&c=o9AleYzVB0OeY8ymxWwHTXG8OwP_cULRiRt5E6NgvhkSAUfH-aKMuA==&ch=prbw8Uvll6uLbTP2Tm6PD8NgFgmUDJFjblf9q3wMX1A-nTLRbM32Bw==

Source:
https://www.popsci.com/diy/iphone-accessibility-tips/.

10. Joke 3

An 80-year-old woman just married for the fourth time.

She said that she married a banker in her 20s, then a circus ringmaster in her 40s, a preacher in her 60s
and now in her 80s, a funeral director.

When asked why, she said proudly: "I married one for the money, two for the dhow, three to get ready and
four to go."

(Thanks, Maria Alicia Medrano Armington, for sharing.)

11. Two quotes | like

A. Thanks, Jerry West (1938-2024), for your career as an American basketball executive and player. He
was voted 12 times into the All-NBA First and Second Teams, was elected into the NBA All-Star Team 14
times and was chosen as the All-Star MVP in 1972. West was named as one of the 50 Greatest Players in
NBA history in 1996 and to the NBA 75th Anniversary Team in 2021. For more information about his life,
click:
https://www.nba.com/news/jerry-west-passes-away-at-86?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAAR210VxI46-
YYy3Ix55E7pQ9ph_32vnUqIHQ9GJ_tHwWB85naSf04MAHISOE_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw

You can't get much done in life if
you only work on the days when you
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B. Thanks, Tony Lo Bianco (1936-2024), for your career as an American actor. He appeared in such crime
films as The Honeymoon Killers The French Connection and The Seven-Ups, and he won an Obie Award
for his 1975 role in an Off-Broadway production of Yanks-3, Detroit-0, Top of the Seventh. For more
information about his life, click:
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/tony-lo-bianco-dead-french-connection-seven-ups-
1235921243/ ?fbclid=lwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAAR19Kc2-
fMVZha1N5ja06vEKMmMBGd5gIM_QYsV2ZKC_|0spUIRve5YSXCX4_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw

"l was fortunate to have been from Brooklyn and to have surroundings that made
me understand the human condition. That’s the story of my life, actually:
watching and learning and pulling from history.”--Tony Lo Bianco

12. Thought for the day

What's wrong with this picture? Everything! ... But regardless, if you're like me and you celebrate all holidays
(more food, fun and friends that way), HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

EVERY RESTAURANT IN THE WORLD
IS PACKED ON MOTHER'S DAY

a4
BUT THEY WANT US TO BARBECUE
ON FATHER'S DAY
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PS. Make it a great week!
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