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1. Reflections
Note: See Section 4A for a movie not to be missed.
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be
advised that you will get it quicker if you get it via email. Another
advantage: You'll never miss it that way because you may not
have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're
not already a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to:
bginbc@aol.com and put SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Had the pleasure of seeing a fabulous production of MISCAST
at the Feicther Studio at HART. It featured, l-r: Dwight Chiles, Jay
Ponton, Kirby Gibson, Chelsey Lee Mirheli and Isaac Fulk on the
keyboard. To see more pictures, as well as 11 video clips that will
knock our socks off, please click:
Here

!
(2) Enjoyed our lunch at the Tastee Diner, an eatery at 575
Haywood Rd, which advertises the "best prices in town for over
70 years." That statement may well be correct. In addition, Tastee
has great food and friendly service.

!
B. During the week, I:
(1) Met my friend Jerome Sims for an excellent dinner at Vinnie's
where Ashley provided fine service.

!
(2) From there, we went to UNC Asheville for an informative
presentation by Salman Rushdie (left). We also bumped into Sky
Simonov (right), another friend of mine.

!
(3) I also got to join my friend Steven Liebehnaut in Mission
Hospital where we had a tasty lunch that I brought in from Biscuit
Head. The good news: Steven is now out of Mission and back
home where he belongs.

!
(4) And I gave a presentation on "Marketing for Small Business"
to the City of Asheville's Small, Minority and Women Owned
Business Group. That's me pointing out the difference between a
left- and right-handed pencil to Brenda Mills, Asheville's dynamic
Economic Development Specialist.
Note: If you don't know the difference between the above pencils
and want to find out more, send a stamped return envelope (with
$2.25 prepaid postage) to: Blaine Greenfield, 19 N. Kaufmann
Stone Way, Biltmore Lake, NC 28715. I'll then send you back one
of each pencil.

!
C. Reminder from the Asheville Jewish Business Forum ...
Next event we think you'll enjoy:
The inner workings of a metropolitan newspaper will be explored
at the March meeting of the Asheville Jewish Business Forum
when members and guests of AJBF sit in on an editorial board
meeting of the Asheville Citizen-Times on Monday, March 7, at
the newspaper's downtown offices, 14 O'Henry Avenue,
beginning at 7:45 a.m.
To pre-register, send an email to: ashevilleJBF@aol.com and put
March 7 in the subject line. In the body of the email, include your
name and if you'll be bringing any guests. (If so, please advise
how many?) Also, please include a contact phone number and
email address in case we have to reach you because of inclement
weather.
D. Condolences to:
(1) Donna Allen and family on the passing of Donna's Aunt Rene.
(2) Chris Tye and family on the passing of David L. Jones, Chris'
father.
(3) Waylon Wood and family on the passing of Waylon's Mom.
E. Congratulations to:
(1) Warren Friel on his new job as Business Development
Professional at MCR Services, Inc.
(2) Steven T. in NC, winner of Contest #4: a copy of MIND
HACKING: HOW TO CHANGE YOUR MIND IN 21 DAYS by Sir
John Hargrave. All told, there were 6 entries. And that reminds
me that it's now time to introduce:
***** CONTEST #5 *****
World-renowned sales expert Brian Tracy has spent decades
studying what sets the most successful sales managers and
professionals apart from the rest - and now in this pocket-sized
guide, he distills these simple but powerful strategies. I reviewed it
in BLAINESWORLD #1005 and enjoyed it.
To enter: Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST
#5 in the subject line. In the body of the email, please include your
name and snail mail address. All entries must be received on or
before Monday, March 7, at 9 p.m.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to Allen Law--a retired Minnesota teacher
known as the "Sandwich Man."
He dedicates every day of his life to helping the homeless in
Minneapolis. Last year, he handed out more than 700,000
sandwiches, 7,000 pair of socks and 75,000 bus tokens.
To quote from an article about this amazing guy:
Law delivers some of the sandwiches for distribution by shelters,
others he hands out by himself. "I bring sandwiches so not only
will they have something to eat, but when they leave in the
morning they can take a couple sandwiches with them."
For more information and an accompanying video clip about Law,
please click:
Here
Back to Top
2. FYI
I loved the following idea about writing thank you notes and hope
you do, too:
In 2009, Mr. Zuckerberg decided to wear a tie every day. In 2010,
he set himself the task of learning to speak Mandarin. In 2011, he
vowed that when he ate meat, it would be only from animals he
had slaughtered himself, a pledge seemingly confirmed by a
leaked photo of him grinning while holding a chicken by its feet.
In 2013 he aimed to meet someone new every day. In 2014, he
promised to write a daily handwritten (or emailed) thank-you note.
Last year, he started his own book club, reading a new title every
two weeks.
This year is no different. Even though Mr. Zuckerberg probably
has his hands full with his company and a new baby, he has said
he will run 365 miles over the course of the year and build an
artificial intelligence butler for his home.
For the whole article, "For These Guys, Mark Zuckerberg Is a
Lifestyle Guru" by Matt Haber, please click:
Here
FYI, part 2
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
Here
(1) Staying healthy while traveling the globe. (2) Amy S. in NC: 8
Ways to Start Running Again When You're Just Not Feelin' It. (3)
What It's Really Like to Work in Hollywood* (*If you're not a
straight white man.). (4) Annemarie B. in NC: Michael Moore's
movie "Where to invade next" was excellent. (5) Jean D. in PA
[about EDDIE THE EAGLE] ... Great fun! (6) What Google
learned from its quest to build the perfect team.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
LIFE OUTSIDE OF FACEBOOK: Presently, I am trying to make
friends outside of Facebook while applying the same principles. ...
Therefore, every day, I walk the street and tell passerbys what I
have eaten, how I feel, what I have done the night before, and
what I will do afterward. I give them pictures of my wife, my
daughter, my dog and of me gardening and spending time in my
pool. ... I also listen in on their conversations, and I tell them that I
love them. Moreover, I have started poking people and writing on
walls. ... And it works. I already have 3 persons following me: 2
police officers and a psychiatrist.

!
Back to Top
4. Reviews
A. Saw WHERE TO INVADE NEXT, Michael Moore's fascinating
documentary about how the director spent time in countries such
as Finland, Italy, France and Portugal to examine social and
economic ills experienced in the United States. It was both funny
and thought-provoking, and it was a film that left me wondering
why we can't feed children better in schools, how come
recidivism rates are so high in the country and if it would be
possible to give workers more time off from their jobs. I can't
believe it did not receive an Academy Award nomination for Best
Documentary. Rated R, though certainly appropriate for any
mature teenager.
Note: It has already been added to my list of favorite films. If you'd
like to get a copy of this list, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com
and put FAVORITES in the subject line.
B. SPOTLIGHT is now out in DVD format . . . my review from
BLAINESWORLD #1005 follows:
Saw SPOTLIGHT, the true story of the Pulitzer Prize-winning
BOSTON GLOBE investigation into abuses in the Catholic church
and the cover-up that followed. It got great reviews, but overall, I
found it a bit flat. However, the film did get me thinking about what
transpired, and I did talk about it with several folks afterward ... so
I guess it did have an impact on me. Rated. R.
C. Read RAPID TEAMWORK; 5 STEPS TO TRANSFORM ANY
GROUP INTO A GREAT TEAM (Oakwind Books) by Sean Glaze.
The author, a successful basketball coach and educator for over
20 years, founded Great Results Team Building to share the
lessons he has learned about team building.
He shares the lessons he has learned in this engaging book that
tells the story of a manager whose team has been underachieving
and struggling with a few issues. To attempt to turn things around,
he takes them on a rafting retreat.
I'm not a big fan of rafting, and I've read too many short books-like this one--that attempt to bring out important lessons via a
relatively short story. Yet surprisingly, I was drawn into RAPID
TEAMWORK from the very first page.
In particular, this one passage caught my attention:
"Imagine there are two kids at a table. Kid one cleans his plate of
all vegetables just like you asked, and the other chooses not to.
When it comes time for dessert, only one kid gets ice cream. But
the next night, you want the other kid to clean his plate of
vegetables, too. So you change things a bit and now only give kid
one ice cream, if kid two cleans is plate. You delegate and involve
other people to get the job done. When you are on a team, you
are responsible for more than yourself."
What a great concept!
D. Heard ZINGERMAN'S GUIDE TO GIVING GREAT SERVICE
(Listen & Live Audio), written and read by by Ari Weinzweig.
The author,, one of the founders of a deli with a funny name in
Ann Arbor, MI, shows how it is possible to deliver effective
customer service by using examples from his store.
He covers such topics as three tips of great service, five steps to
handling customer complaints, three ways to measure service
and five simple hiring tips.
Much of the book may seem basic, but it's surprising how
employees in many stores just don't heed the following
recommendation:
If you get within 20 feet of a customer, you make eye contact. If
you get within 4 feet, you greet the customer verbally.
In addition, I liked what Zingerman's does with respect to a
customer question about where something is:
We never respond to a question by saying, "It's over there."
Rather, we take them there.
GIVING GREAT SERVICE would be helpful to deli owners, as
well as to any other employee who has to deal with the public.
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5. TV alert
A. THE 88TH ANNUAL ACADEMY AWARDS: Sunday, Feb. 28, at
8:30 p.m. on ABC
Chris Rock should make things lively as the host, especially since
no minority actors were nominated. Four of the films that I really
liked were nominated for Best Picture: BRIDGE OF SPIES,
BROOKLYN, THE MARTIAN and ROOM. Unfortunately, it is
doubtful that any one of them will capture the top prize.
Note: Special thanks to my friend Mike Martinelli in NC for his
insightful article on what will happen at the Oscars. To read it, and
I encourage you to do so, please go to Section 5 when you click:
Here
B. THE FAMILY: Premieres on Thursday, March 3, at 9:30 p.m. on
ABC
According to TV GUIDE, "Soapy and sinister, this tale of a clan
upended by a presumed dead son's sudden return--headlined by
the imitable Joan Allen--is primed to become your new
obsession."
C. LORETTA LYNN; STILL A MOUNTAIN GIRL: Friday, March 4,
at 9 p.m. on PBS (PBS dates and times often vary, so check local
listings.)
Find out how the legend rose from coal miner's Daughter to
queen of country music.
D/ YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN: Saturday, March 5, at 12 p.m. on
TCM
Dr. Frankenstein's descendant sets out to make a man in this
hilarious 1974 film. I'll be curious as to how you think Mr. Hilltop is
portrayed, particularly in comparison to how I handled the role last
year in Asheville Community Theatre's musical production.
Back to Top
6. Joke 2
Please share this oh-so-useful warning with all your conservative
friends, family, coworkers and neighbors. According to Snopes, it
is absolutely true!

!
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7. Clips/Websites
A. Check out these clips at your convenience:
(1) Lisa Z. in PA: The different types of moms you meet
Here
(2) George P. in NC: Zorba the Greek
Here
(3) Chanah M. in MO: How to put on a bra
Here
(4) McKayla Reece: Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy
Here
B. Thanks, Dave E. in NC, for telling me about the following
website that can help you find services at reasonable prices for
such purposes as narration, research, logo design, etc.:
Here
He found a person, for example, who makes digital caricatures
from your photo for just $5. I'm anxious to see how his comes out.
If you want to check it out yourself, please click:
Here
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
Here
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
Here
Back to Top
8. Technology tip
Gary B. in NC: After your education regarding the dictation
function on my iPhone, I find myself using it more and more.
Eliminates the typing by my clumsy fingers. I found a list of
dictation commands for iPhone. To view them, please see Section
8 when you click:
Here
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9. Joke 3
Jane Fonda was in a bar and ordered a drink. The bartender
suggested that she try absinthe. She inquired " Why should I drink
this?" ... The bartender replied, "Because absinthe makes the
heart grow, Fonda."

!
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10. A quote I like
Shaquille Rashaun O'Neal (born 6, 1972), nicknamed Shaq, is a
retired American professional basketball player who is rated as
one of the 50 greatest players in the game's history. He is
currently an analyst on the television program INSIDE THE NBA.
Note: I'm not sure if O'Neal was the first person to say the quote
below--or even if he said it at all. If you find that this quote
"belongs" to somebody else, please let me know who if somebody
else said it.

!
Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
Care to join me in saying this from today on?

!
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click:
Here
A. NC events
(1) Immigration: Know Your Rights, featuring George Pappas. (2)
Master the Art of Speaking with Confidence, Connection and
Charisma. (3) Advanced Business Skills for Artists. (4) Storytelling
and Palliative Care with Regi Carpenter.
B. PA/NJ events
(1) One Man Onstage - Underneath The Lintel + Barrymore. (2)
Opening Gala set for new Bucks County Cabaret.
_____________________________
PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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