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1. Reflections
Note: If you're a pet lover, see Section 11.
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook and/or in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
don't miss an issue (and you get it earlier, too) by clicking:
http://tinyurl.com/ozgmxgs
__________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Celebrated her performance in a fantastic production from
Community Choreography Projects. (Top picture.) Kudos to all
those who participated (bottom left picture, l-r): Camille Cushman,
Walela, Ash Devine, Cynthia, Lisa Shoemaker, Melissa Howarth,
Mindy Coleman, David Wright and Brandy Honeycutt, as well as
to Majo John Madden who read poetry and Barrie Barton who
both directed and danced. Afterward. a bunch of us (bottom right
picture) went for a delicious dinner at Early Girl Eatery.
For more pictures from the evening, please click:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153262160809757.1073741866.519364756&type=1&l=fdba36
c58e
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(2) Stopped on a walk in our neighborhood to help a turtle get
back into the woods.
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B. During the week, I:
(1) Saw Dan Clancy give a fantastic performance in LETTERS
AND NOTES FOUND ON THE WINDSHIELD AT THE PIGGY
WIGGLY PARKING LOT. Equally good was Kim Winter Mako, his
co-star. Waylon Wood, who both wrote and directed this touching
play, also deserves a big thumbs up for his efforts.
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(2) Joined my friend Steven Steven Liebenhaut for a tasty lunch
at Koreana. We were made to feel at home by Nia, our server.
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(3) Had the pleasure of being visited by Ingrid and Chris Sofield,
my friends from Pennsylvania. We enjoyed a delicious breakfast
at Tupelo Honey, where we had great service from Alicia, and
outside, saw juggling from the amazing Alexander Berkow (right
photo).
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(4) Participated in the monthly executive board meeting of the
Asheville Jewish Business Forum at the Writer's Bistro at the
Renaissance Hotel. Our regular server, Chelsea, did her usual
fine job of serving another great meal. My only disappointment:
They changed the menu, so they no longer serve the hamburger
at dinner I recently raved about. L-R, front row: Philip Hendel and
Andi Block; back row, Blaine Greenfield, Ezekiel Christopoulos
and Brad Morris.
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C. Congratulations to:
(1) Pam Wilson and family on the marriage of Pam's daughter.
(2) Natalie Kay on receiving great coverage from newsworks.org.
To view it, along with a video clip, please click:
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/speak-easy/item/82066bucks-countys-natalie-kaye-on-relaunching-a-career-and-makinga-difference
(3) Patrick Andendall for his book, Stupidparty, Math V. Myth:
Unmasking the Destructive Forces Eroding American Democracy,
winning the Ninth Annual National Indie Excellence Award in
Politics.
D. Condolences to:
(1) Jim Meyer and family on the passing of Jim's sister to cancer.
(2) The family of Marques Haynes (1926-2015), RIP ... he was
perhaps the greatest dribbler in baskettball history ... to see for
yourself, please click:
http://www.abc15.com/sports/sports-blogs-national/harlemglobetrotter-great-marques-haynes-dies-at-89
To read more about his life, please click:
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/23/sports/marques-haynesharlem-globetrotters-star-dribbler-dies-at-89.html
And to listen to his Hall of Fame enshrinement speech, please
click:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odBZdKRzHv0
E. Reminders:
(1) There's still time to enter ...
***** CONTEST #11 *****
One lucky reader will win a a copy of THE LITTLE BOOK OF BIG
PR: 100+ QUICK TIPS TO GET YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
NOTICED by Jennefer Witter. I reviewed this book in
BLAINESWORLD #948 and enjoyed it.
To enter: Put "CONTEST #11" in the subject line of an email and
send to: bginbc@aol.com
... make sure you include your name AND snail mail address in
the body of the email . . . all entries must be received on or before
9 p.m. on Monday, May 25, 2015.
(2) COME DINE WITH US!
And find out how Carolina Jews for Justice/West and the Asheville
Jewish Business Forum can collaborate to support a unique
program that helps underserved communities find meaningful
work.
Join us for a tour of Green Opportunities and Kitchen Ready,
followed by a dinner and a presentation by Vicki Meath of Just
Economics about how economic justice makes good business
sense. You will also meet Liam Luttrell-Rowland, a young Jewish
chef who is the director of Kitchen Ready, which prepares folks for
jobs at major eating establishments in our community.
Date and time:
Monday, June 1, at 5:30 p.m.
Location:
Green Opportunities, 133 Livingston St., Asheville, NC
Cost:
$15/person, which includes a meal prepared by Liam LuttrellRowland. There is also a vegetarian option available when you
register.
Pre-registration is REQUIRED on or before May 25, in that a final
meal count is needed by that date. To register, please click the
link below:
http://www.ashevillejewishbusiness.com/events.html
Then click the Buy Now button, pay by PayPal or your credit card
and choose what type meal you want.
About the speaker:
Vicki Meath has served as the Executive Director of Just
Economics since August of 2010. Since coming to Just
Economics, she has helped to lead the organization in passing
local living wage policy, building the largest voluntary Living Wage
Employer Certification Program in the country, and developing a
grassroots leadership and community organizing training called
Voices for Economic Justice.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to Harry Garland--our neighbor and friend who
recently passed away at the age of 85.
Harry, a baritone, performed in opera and concerts throughout the
US and Italy. When his singing career was cut short by serious
illness, he turned to teaching at the age of 28 and found his life's
true calling.
The following singers are but a partial list of the performers who
studied with him: William Walker, Dina Formichini, Mario Sereni,
Bon Jovi, Faith Prince, Rebecca Luker, Michael Hayden, F.
Murray Abraham, Joyce Castle, Angelina Reaux, Liz Aiello and
Madison Fiedler.
We got to know Harry when we moved to Asheville some seven
years ago. We would often have discussions with him about such
topics as opera, musical theatres, flowers and his cat Liza, and
we enjoyed celebrating his birthday with him every year. (See
below for a picture from one such celebration.)
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To learn more about what a talented guy he was please click:
http://www.rsfh.net/obituaries/Harry-Garland/#!/Obituary
For more photos from his life, please click:
http://www.rsfh.net/obituaries/Harry-Garland/#!/PhotosVideos
And if you'd like to make a contribution in his honor, please send
a check payable to "Lees McRae Performing Arts" and mail
to: Lees McRae Performing Arts. P.O. Box 128, Banner Elk, NC
28604.
Back to Top
2. FYI

Keep your outside porch light on from dusk to dawn. This might
be contrary to what you usually do, but it's the advice recently
given to our community by the Buncombe County Sheriff's Office.
In doing so, you'll let any "bad guys (and gals)" know that
somebody is home and, also, if the police drive by, it is much
easier for them to peer into your house when making their rounds.
Note: There was a break-in attempt not too long ago in our
community. The home was completely dark, in that the
homeowner had gone to sleep. But the person attempting to get
in didn't know that. Fortunately, nobody got hurt!
FYI, part 2
A. Clips
(1) David Troy Francis: Concert held to raise funds to support The
Marguerite Francis Music at Noon non-profit series
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9nM-vmk8Mk
(2) Mary M. in NC: Robert De Niro to Film School Graduates:
"You're F@#&ed"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TE_9yXAJlxs
(3) Debbie H. in IN: A famous historian (funny answers on quiz
show)
http://brushrealityaside.tumblr.com/post/62311010977/molgars-iam-going-to-physically-die-from
(4) Charlie Sheen on FRIENDS (smallpox episode)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpoJicejbio
(5) 24 EPIC DANCE FAILS YOU CAN'T HELP BUT WATCH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MR4YWgjzmT4
B. Other
To reach of the following contributions in full, please click:
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1UC
(1) How to fall asleep. (2) Toni F. in PA: About a North Carolina
issue. (3) Candace M. in NC: Cool info site. (4) If you're older and
you know it, shake your arms. (5) Amy S. in NC: There's a fastmoving bill in the North Carolina General Assembly. (6) A Letter
To The Lovers From My Past by Edie Weinstein. (7) The M&M
Boys: A Profile in Civility. (8) Drop That Gas Nozzle: New Jersey
Is Full-Service Island, and Likes It.
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3. Joke 1
CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? . . . Answer: One of the most
remarkable nature photos I've ever seen. It is truly breathtaking . . . a falcon resting in a tree. I've sent this to many of my
older friends. Younger folks have probably never seen a falcon
and won't even recognize it!

!
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4. Reviews
A. Saw 5 TO 7, a romantic comedy about a 20-something aspiring
writer who turns a chance encounter into a passionate love affair
with a glamorous French roman. The only problem is that she's
married and can only meet him between the hours of 5 and 7.
There's great dialogue, and a fine cast that includes Anton Yelchin
and Bérénice Marlohe in the leading roles. Frank Langella, Glenn
Close and Olivia Thirlby (a Rachel McAdams lookalike) are also
excellent as supporting cast members. It just missed being a
excellent film because of an ending that stretched about 5
minutes past beyond what would have been a much better one.
And the fact that in the ending, there's one of the worst job of
aging characters I've ever seen. Rated R.
B. AMERICAN SNIPER is now out on DVD . . . my review from
BLAINESWORLD #957 follows:
Saw AMERICAN SNIPER, the true story of Chris Kyle--the most
lethal sniper in U.S. military history. Bradley Cooper is amazing in
the leading role. He continues to impress me with the range of his
work (think first about THE HANGOVER, followed by SILVER
LININGS PLAYBOOK, AMERICAN HUSTLE and then this ...
wow!). The story, out of necessity, is a violent one, but it is also
thought-provoking, and I recommend it highly. Kudos, also, to
director Clint Eastwood. Rated R.
C. Read YOU CAN'T COACH HEIGHT: GROWING UP TALL,
JEWISH AND FREE IN THE MOUNTAINS OF WNC (The
Cheerful World) by Joseph Kaplan.
This is an engrossing first book by an author who spent 25 years
in the nursing home business.
He tells the story of what it was like to grow up as part of the only
Jewish family in a small Southern town that's not far from where I
now live. In addition, he explains the title; i.e., why you can't
coach height.
I very much liked this book because it reminded me of my
childhood days when I would hang around with friends and plays
such games as the one Kaplan did:
We actually invented a football game that we could play on our
knees using the one of the small, six inch toy footballs. The "field"
was the distance from the front door down the hall past the dining
room to the entrance to the kitchen. I can't believe we had more
than two to a side, maybe three. It could get rough and end up
with carpet burns on knees and elbows. There were day long
Monopolly games, card dames, all kinds of ways to entertain
ourselves without parents, without television, without computers.
Why, sometimes we would even just sit around an talk to each
other.
In addition, I could relate to much of the book because he had an
older brother and like me, he grew up in a family business.
At the end, Kaplan says "there are many more [stories] to follow if
anybody's interested." I am!
D. Heard MY JOURNEY WITH MAYA (Hachette Audio), written by
Tavis Smiley with David Ritz and read by Tavis Smiley.
The beautiful book tells of the decades-long friendship that Smiley
had with May Angelou, starting when Smiley was invited to join
the famed writer on a sojourn to Africa.
They then stayed in touch for the next 28 years, meeting every so
often to discuss such topics as art, politics, history, race, religion,
music. love and purpose.
I especially liked hearing about when they would disagree; e.g.,
when discussing Angelou's role in a Tyler Perry film. Or whether
Smiley was being too hard on the then presidential candidate
Obama. What came across: The mutual respect they both had for
each other and that Angelou was always in a teaching mode.
Listening, I felt as if Angelou was my taecher too--and mentor. Oh
do I wish that had been the case.
Back to Top
____________________________________________________
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5. TV alert
A. GRACE OF MONACO: Mon., May 25, at 9 p.m. on LIFETIME
Nicole Kidman plays actress Grace Kelly in a film that opened the
2014 Cannes Film Festival. According to THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL, "The ending is worth hanging around for."
B. TEXAS RISING: Mon., May 25, at 9 p.m. on HISTORY
(continuing Tuesday and over the next three Mondays)
Bill Paxton stars as Sam Houston, leading the charge for Texas
independence in this 10-hour historical miniseries that also stars
Brenda Fraser and Ray Liotta.
C. AQUARIUS: Thursdays at 9 p.m. on NBC
David Duchovny stars as a gruff L.A. detective who is
investigating a mysterious hedonist named Charles Manson.
D. LOUIS C.K.: LIVE AT THE COMEDY STORE: Thurs., May 28,
at 11 p.m. on FX
The finale of the LOUIE sitcom is followed by this latest showcase
of the comedian's stand-up brilliance.
Back to Top
6. Joke 2
This classified ad speaks volumes: "Wanted to buy: playpen,
cradle, high chair; also two single beds."
Back to Top
7. Websites
A. Amy S. in NC: The Ron Clark Academy - Kids who enjoy going
to school (CNN)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFSR53NJFAY
Note: If you ever get the chance, read this great book by Clark:
The Essential 55: An Award-winning Educator's Rules for
Discovering the Successful Student in Every Child.
B. Did you catch David Letterman's last show? If not, here's
something else to remind you how great he was:
Video: Your Favorite David Letterman Memories
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/05/20/video-your-favoritedavid-letterman-memories/?partner=rss&emc=rss
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
http://www.blainesworld.net/
Ever wonder what happens with your name if you subscribe to the
BLAINESWORLD blog? To find out, click "Newsletter" to the left
and then "Privacy Statement."
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
www.facebook.com/blainegreenfield
!
Back to Top
8. Technology tip
If using Windows, you can lock your computer by pressing the
Windows key and L. This is especially useful if you have cats or
kids who like to play with the keyboard when you leave your
desk.
Back to Top
9. Joke 3
My kind of place! I'm looking forward to the date when such a joint
will open in Asheville.
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Back to Top
10. A quote I like
Why birding is better than American politics: On a bird, the right
wing and left wing work together to lift up the center.--Ken
Kaufman (born 1954), an American author, artist, naturalist and
conservationist known for his work on several popular field guides
of birds and butterflies in North America
Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
Walking in their shoes
by Zig Ziglar*
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One morning, my long-time Executive Assistant, Laurie Magers,
told me that she would probably not be in the next day because
she had to take her mother's puppy, Muffin, to the veterinarian to
be spayed. This will surprise many people who have known me
for so many years, but just a few months ago I would have
thought to myself, "I just don't understand somebody taking off to
have something done to a dog." I would be happy to take off work
for my children and grandchildren, but pets were a different
matter. My children always had pets because they loved them and
I loved my children. But I could not understand how anyone could
form such deep, emotional attachments to pets.
However, things underwent a change when daughter Cindy talked
my wife into attending a dog show with her. There she saw a little
Welsh Corgi, a full-sized dog with pint-sized legs, which she
immediately fell in love with. I'd always said never again would I
have a pet, but my relationship with my wife is so important I
"humored" her by agreeing that she could acquire one of those
little dogs.
It took that little dog about three hours to worm his way into my
heart. At the end of a week, ownership changed. He is now my
dog, though my wife enjoys certain privileges like feeding and
caring for him and playing with him when I'm gone. (Yes, that is
my tongue you see in my cheek!)
When Laurie Magers told me she wanted to take care of her
mother's little dog, I readily agreed. Funny, isn't it, how when we
come to know the other person's feelings, it is so easy to
understand those feelings. The message is clear: Don't be
judgmental. Put yourself in the other person's position and try to
think like they think or feel like they feel. I guarantee, you'll have
more fun and much better relationships. SEE YOU AT THE TOP!
* Reprinted with the gracious permission of the Zig Ziglar
organization. For more information about Zig's great work, which
included authoring 33 books, please click:
http://www.ziglar.com
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click:
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1UC
NC events
(1) An Evening of Comedy Shorts, featuring Allen Law and others.
(2) Jeff Thompson: May Lounge Residency.
_____________________________
PS. MAKE IT A MEMORABLE MEMORIAL DAY! Personally, I
can't wait to spend today doing nothing on a beach instead of
doing nothing at work. ... But I'll at least spend at least some of
my time remembering all those who died in military service. If you
want to join me, please listen to this moving 1986 speech that
President Reagan's gave at Arlington National Cemetery:
http://tinyurl.com/mz6j69u
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And make it a great rest of the week, too!
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