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1. Reflections

A. With love and gratitude, Cynthia and I remember her beloved sister, Joyce Litchman, who passed away
peacefully on Monday night. Joyce was a remarkable woman whose kindness, strength and spirit touched
everyone who knew her. Though she will be deeply missed, her legacy lives on in the hearts of all who
loved her. Her funeral was held on Wednesday. You can read more about her extraordinary life by clicking: 
https://tinyurl.com/mu58d24f.

Note For more about Joyce, please read Section 2, Cynthia's Corner. And then join me in thinking about
Joyce by reading Sect. 13.

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwS9JtKemouxCqF_d1vwR7fXOaI3tTknK-Q0RUvhs2BrNVad7IBYNRQ2T_yrzgqqfijOvvtLTpC_yGEo3afzeyK-qVp3nJffw0pxzzNzEOwLutJOktydHLnU=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwfNLijAqTGHI412VTKVFw8z3fCrT0V3rclPidB2-ejmPehfKPMjiK_ZgVVDkqyDOWMuPvHAApUxwz7waTC0eP8AEF4m0PzrCfhhQnCpPQ2wSRRGynFgWQewRSUsSfTX2FxEK65W_6iC3aKBlrhsFJZKmdc0ULd17Mw==&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGFxLyQUOG9wLaZayhfUHZCWW-RuwU_CLPkvwDa-v9einebN3FMvdIo8Ynw6fc8dpX5tYknU-8KBwGZqGieQYtrg6XDVfoikEVmZlHuaFpaZbwgIWEscSllMeqsn_lRbCA4J6Uc5phCKazQt1JrAEllODDOlUbnX6MKsUAlFu2KD8GDN7LnQ9-9pPJp-FjiE4BaggsrH6h2gCXlalsf9PaS-Ofhbv66CZKTHwi7MX1HQ9YMZ5kSa8sgFFR_zCCEC0REpytMGn1StM=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatm2OdtyOwmFIHDZJoTCcQgyLIMArIEFvEfPRBZEiSoQeNscPH2L8wLAAWbVlnPOfkuu8hxLAJ3AZ7UN5XsUYqsFhE63T34eNHUXzAMJ-6Ul0Zo2U6MnrLvu__XR5usM4KaFxCLg8TYOYhEhWe7IPwDLvSsTucfy4XuGKXtUgSkS50pZleUXVy552JxeJgUWFc3MmjBnfWCgrIUkx7SeV9YPcJdBSa2o10H56lW-SepTpzOIMEllipmCYb8d53U2MYbDlpaevt0ORNPLA-8tVwSt2dhzlFsPI1KPKbUBWaNmaRulmkXURknfRk4h256wr3SuWA4-YRwTECIUDYKjr2Tjwx5OYJdS8ymr_hMqeMZV5BawWqTbChKYYvn-4nPBw3Vm6WxJHdMDTHWDqTaluhYhoqVr54cIGG&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatAM9UzOOfI7DUfgN-l1NSoqh7mGHNDQSVCgAIRSH11zEBuvuaU8Pzi9h1LDVpdb8rdi4_3zav0fE8dJxyhXVE1Kg6mOPc8V8X4hXsQdp8ZpRNwocuTo85pdfc-nvkPvqpIFOfBZO1bNBR-7R6p_dNYMLHr6n_yNKz87i8rYhaVSbWmUcaQIRszvGKVTjHWagrnKCp2DXcyKJuMnECk6X6Ctwa8st2tB3oP1CDxa9MZgwFFW2_tJmc8p0TsQgNW_3rlH_ZOjvvbnlQnUBnjfNrhkvTRd0uovlEk7CKYQwweKGvbc6x5n1VPO_jCzryRKTp59RRna7Aj-DMY1uD1zUFvVtj1YeBnyml6vlWj_QeqJuOWJDQu-74nlR4gKuAY20bu4nU5V6yxCsfrlEY5tVgaG8-3ttSw7ee&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatJM6Skm4346MeFBkyjq_NjpVx65r5PvlHOTsmdIxr-VAeXEQeUCwvL_-IOKpnfDjHJBLfG3nTq0Nq9fxjcwFsTUJDss02B7vEdq5Hb_uS3MVtw5_wrgpDmLy1l3dylc1dWhcxjdgbm9rYt04_gockOneJ0Y_t7WvYcCCloZJ0wF8d0RHaYqp4zwVkPIJP8Q79Gmz8Lt9tCmy8kuW715GZOaQ_dAZadGMeYS77l-dJEV5uAccAvGCSIlE4REZpqdedYwTrsvFV7HY7pQI5M6tUsR0U4a-nd-EL9WseArMnbEKSzk3LccyvDcJ3cA2naW6RfDiBklYibXmGz8Znr-fpta_wEP7eLhob1-4cO3VKSIR8FqxOSuhP5JKAzPEwu132Of8wrB1srpoYRh3iV3rgKKS_zz80f_KX&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatSHp1m61pep9GRmodUzD1YgHdKyEcJIDZ5vmgUU0iYFV9qjpTLygVMZX0tkh9R4FzAKL7NtvPH8oNRrFDsOWXmYiPiiW_cd-2ObPbm51gowojMugIom6HM6jrgaG0RUMxsmjsXd4KTKRqrEBaHY47a9gl6Q-uDUiw5fxEGQxMuMSFHjd9q5Atq--0W-e_b8qDklPdCKRYqjLJJYlKGC73pN1eghD7jricWLaQq2Qx2Zm1uJs-n1d4ezmS5fOlSX1SwQxbzn37Tpl3tV4XF9h0CVazUDgkDrC54rFFEimu1lXA1z0PWmXoQifBGihKGNRLInBpfQhn1INYy5B2jmozS3KjpqQbrY9K6kY784o8N6VcrOfmz0rvOI3La0uQ6C780COGTz8kmcNA0qyap6qVr6bgL7890wH1&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatX9JkWR-c1B2hCh_xCXlJSC7p3SmBLkt-Ny-jvpYgfvcOaoApiJ_rt08EnD9cM5dvCyeNZfEPAQfrfPQNmZ0NeXvqLP6YJKhdnd7oA9uA86Zwni9EHzGvM7CBB5NvbLbW1sktzyb6AUoUdFYRub0o0u6BXxDKHJ2cpzw2gW2884UOBUC3PMCKK23JrGkW8HgQ2zmtVYUo4Y2mTcxxMdRIAgrekodlGp3FXk1zVhjNuvZjSNvqvXeadhq7TzqNjsxqZT4de4GAPj8fqNtHRQRZbxXF9xZLeOGY63pLyzEU9ys1kP9fEfTVRamplCxR32Qqro_4Y_sb-Oui0r46XVOSP8AYd-VQYgcZ6iTRNCCzWFqp80OfN7a37EBn1poLN4zX9aTj6kt6Q1_KTOVrGuqJh4cQPypqefH-&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatjaVFVkLxlJ2TQZM6EpQ1DpYSvRQzAdQ7_UnpI95YbvokumhIq_gh_p-SFvV0rbE3q6wDu-HlCtP6bEsUZKxfM6d_32RDKV-F70xo2RcxdpHXMGUZhIYZSywRU7UnA5ZKzcfAkpuYwMWachQFUge63aQCPQNNwj-srFlCmwIWm2NuO4zfwKD0-YB8OpWgvAYqyT2JqSDzoEg0PoUOunYmMpcfg41pa4gd3PyF0jVBxmTOHfmRyJ_MfOQKv3GlWAz8FY7NQFsDJWl9R0h3OS9v3gfA-nB--za7aPogal5NXMaDynZwMjnwDPChDxLNdjcMgMV8BnpTDFCQuh41BLgvNxRbZh1cs9i6mTe8CTOR1Mk8qUXdAqdZkB_7ZE7_n1yZ9o7CEw1ZFNXCy853gzmKxVQ_b1itKJm1&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatlQ9D0WA_LqLTYwrKXt9vSCrnXHiE6osR18TTBZ1lUtFZWKqdsQboWa4k9ma2ZOp-yBqdUgtEGDuJUkYyNOmP2cMKWD_bfQOB9KBESOJXHV_VpTzyY4D9ERkEZIYxYZRjHJVP7g61tUgf8K8HvRT65dnQfqYJLq2OrVdb-LrBhg6ArHP5QzBCfCW6_Fvnnp-kZPQf1TPC7qhdgVsatQSf_gE2cg0a2yVXl8n52BW40B_KsAaZ4fHZwjGoI26KAxtoN5E25QHPqYk5bjlAfjszjCbYS5r5R0dELPG2E5hX0hZzLXJvKszeA_wSl68UFJhf98wFuQJjtOQp8a5wkU6Y9Erm54ZuZRcuM28aoEMPCB4os1098NMWgHORWtfOdghKuTjx5pDqreE3QVxE2WTtBqFo-uwp6tLH&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatRQ9pX43M2sUGmFxOjX1BoXxlgHbeVyKGm6vnWY4Q_e_bMLyOo8A65RYOqwKmzhzy7xiboYLR-nT_bNRkdqOm20DvMMinix3ZGsw08ULzsJBOF7dRg0Qty_uwOvEfJorUQtoWm5bFXqm2V8F349EmLb0qHY7laRWhrgOkDQ3mQIGHsKd4WJVAXJgMeHcHxrBC-Y3g6cCA5sHeBtY5Q_GJjcZSMdiXolU7yJj2KnqMcyk7sWQtDK1S8AIloWGly8Xtrrw97_IcW6q_sRb6zZFm4LcGzhxkgSFy-5BiivvaWWcu6GkiZcCBxRCuZB1RIRGEJUWPx-25jNipQHNPDN2FPbJqaXUIFWpE1n4ZDE2-Uo6b100F_-oQ8IAgqaahQV9_hczzx03USBdTJx_1MT0vMHR2Ubo8Nmr0&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oatysj_tZ2TDmTcVnWeWO5vRpj5siz8B7fvJR-ou7RAd6OPdGDgCXAGCmzEONg-BZ6dWFj2n1O3TrLiyDjuO9mRYgWZPvQ_vq9On6pf3GafRbCVkjDzH0CHWTyTRrVAdTkTlgnbPAVaF3JAj7wGtB1ihlAwLIgB8kIx7hw9NoZvfch8dFAt4xI1GLISZuHWAX3SsLVXFHSXRCTgd7gIac2knNS-lj5wgt_JE9I8E3cQAG76UDF9AZ4r2j6KvlDWLuA2hJBcnPs3-1261zs7NZ17qf-5lKIsQ-WTwrlX0jtA-DQbe37xxl6VvcJtUTgGWu2xRVIhpbP3LUp9kWumi9Zlh_99hR_oECVN2tDM9mbq4hTcOf1m_QxP-cO-5F6P8QhORanvp-y2SctuE1-nElKgLRV8DpLlxg1V&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWLxKfKK_oate-Pup78dmMaqtXDVKx138-ecFbl4kJYgHHf42xthbN0ORTsYfUelkY8vVXJgrHKf-f-rwbdUzSDwuFnCAuPdsRvCjHWvMs_qSs2syGSUtEpB16e5_8TKGeGz0b3T4-nz1h6hAmVuPo7Jkt09s5Kdh3ebeFRFQfRPP05PeyzuCDrdmRXLpcskgi76x6XK0o9ggSK6dsY2Ey18HuujrC37V30OPPhXbZdGMc7Gs81gkOjZiG5_WQSQed8qpIG2hADVP_ejOHkLiFqwFjEFhaAK5wG8F2VDz4-dPsHsbl3ByaKQABAJ3iNcOqQD-lM-ZIQr4GZYz2Z4LsgcQGLIftQQKV7Eie8URRpMoEK8svak9XSuiWVl17qqOt0S6ciLOecMHPBYKhCOQt-0oRNV5BU5S1zaalmv-GfB&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGFxLyQUOG9wLaZayhfUHZCWW-RuwU_CLPkvwDa-v9einebN3FMvdIo8Ynw6fc8dpX5tYknU-8KBwGZqGieQYtrg6XDVfoikEVmZlHuaFpaZbwgIWEscSllMeqsn_lRbCA4J6Uc5phCKazQt1JrAEllODDOlUbnX6MKsUAlFu2KD8GDN7LnQ9-9pPJp-FjiE4BaggsrH6h2gCXlalsf9PaS-Ofhbv66CZKTHwi7MX1HQ9YMZ5kSa8sgFFR_zCCEC0RQxAdcwTZE7o=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


B. Thanks to y’all for reading this milestone edition of the BLAINESWORLD blog: #1500!

If you're a new reader of this missive, here's what it's all about: a weekly blend of humor, inspiration,
reviews, shout-outs to amazing people and things that make life just a bit brighter. It’s part newsletter, part
conversation and 100% from my heart.

And please let me know if you were a reader back when it first launched on October 13, 1996 under the
name STUFF. I’d love to hear from you.

C. If you like BLAINESWORLD, kindly help spread the word about it by encouraging your 437 closest
friends and relatives to subscribe by clicking this link:
Here.

All they have to do is give their email address and then they'll be added to the free mailing list.

D. Writing this while still in New Jersey with Cynthia, my beautiful bride, for Joyce's funeral.

(1) We had a great trip up via United Airlines. In particular, the seats were about the roomiest we've ever
had.

(2) In addition, we appreciated the wheelchair service that was provided. It made it possible for Cynthia to
get around the airport without too much difficulty. (Both her knee and back seem to be getting better, but
she is still not back to where she wants to be.)

(3) We also have been pleased with the car rental company we're using: STIX. Our rental vehicle, a Nissan
Rogue, is oh-so roomy and has us thinking the it might well be the next vehicle we buy.

(4) We are also loving the place we are staying at: Sonesta Simply Suites in Morris Plains and especially
the fact that we have a full kitchen with a refrigerator/freezer. We will definitely seek a Sonesta property the
next time we travel.

(5) Lastly, and perhaps best of all, we got to have lunch at the Whippany Diner. It was Joyce's favorite
diner, and we could see why. We loved being able to chose items from a 12-page menu, and our meals
were delicious.

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwfNLijAqTGHI412VTKVFw8z3fCrT0V3rclPidB2-ejmPehfKPMjiK_ZgVVDkqyDOWMuPvHAApUxwz7waTC0eP8DCVPM2pYNn3pIw-jZ9Lo6pu8Vsxgijv_VqrVdyvI-hhWgR3GUjfcO0w7v-gRYXZfN8tM-380GKIQ==&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


were delicious.

E. We had a blast at a barbecue at the home of Cynthia's nephew Benjamin Litchman, his wife Chloe ant
their two children, Sonny and Frankie (top photos). We also got to celebrate the birthdays of Cynthia's
nieces Rachel Shanken and Dari Litchman (bottom photo).

F. On Saturday, we brought in some tasty food from Nikko Japanese Restaurant.



G. And afterward, we got flavorful ice cream from Last Licks in East Hanover. In honor of Joyce, we also
got her favorite flavor: chocolate chip. I'm just sorry that more places don't offer it anymore.

H. During the week, I got to host two BLAINESWORLD webcasts. They can be viewed by clicking:
Here.

(1) Top: 6.2.2025 - Delia Bailey--Coach, Instructor and Trainer

(2) Bottom: 6.3.2025 - Catherine Yael Serota--Author, Storyteller, Mentor, Philanthropist

I. Announcing this week's ...

**** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 

This week, it goes to Extra gum, which is a long-time favorite of mine or good reason—it offers a burst of
flavor that actually lasts. Whether you're a fan of classic Peppermint and Spearmint, tasty Winterfresh (my

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwS9JtKemouxCqF_d1vwR7fXOaI3tTknK-Q0RUvhs2BrNVad7IBYNRQ2T_yrzgqqfijOvvtLTpC_yGEo3afzeyK-qVp3nJffw0mz8MQyTIUHrwSCIbjHfmeyhY_6Wrbtt9TinV92nHwVT1l_WeMkfomPNhM4AJcfpYTxLFRnScQNr&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


flavor that actually lasts. Whether you're a fan of classic Peppermint and Spearmint, tasty Winterfresh (my
favorite), the sweet zing of Polar Ice, the fruity fun of Sweet Watermelon or Berry Burst or even the tropical
twist of Piña Colada (yes, it's a thing, but I haven't been able to find it yet), Extra delivers consistent
chewability and breath-freshening power. It's sugar-free, easy to carry and perfect for everything from post-
coffee breath to mid-afternoon pick-me-ups. A small stick with a big impact—Extra lives up to its name.

For more information, click:
https://www.extragum.com/.

2. Cynthia's Corner

Joyce, My Sister, and Life and Death

What is death? The absence of life. The monitors stop. Breath stops. And then, the heart.
The experience of touching my sister’s face afterward was powerful—so different from life. I looked for her
there, but instead found stillness: heavy, solid lifelessness. It helped me realize—that is not her.

Like in the song "Going Home" by Leonard Cohen, her body was a suit she once wore, now clammy and
absent of energy, of life force. I love the words of that song:

"Going home without my sorrow,
Going home to where it's better than before,
Going home without my burden,
Going home without this costume that I wore."

To listen to the whole song, click
Here.

My nephew Benjamino—as I call him—and Joyce’s husband Marty spoke so raw, so real, so beautifully of
the presence and power of the life force that my sister was.

Joyce was a force. She was strong, powerful, generous. She stood in her truth.

So many people showed up at the funeral and Shiva. I loved speaking to the many friends she had—from
her new community to lifelong friends from childhood. Hearing their stories expanded my vision of who she
was. It made her even more real to me.

If it weren’t for Joyce, I would not be here.
If it weren’t for Joyce, I would not have felt so lonely.
If it weren’t for Joyce, I would not have laughed so much.

Where are you now, Joyce? That feels like an important question.

Are you in the deep quiet I felt at the cemetery as you were lowered into the ground, and we threw dirt on
your grave? Are you in the line of mourners we walked between—those two rows of people who supported
us, touched us, cared for us, loved us?

So much love.
So much absence of Joyce.
I will keep looking. And one day, we will find each other again.

Please, if you choose, share any ideas or experiences of your own on this topic.

Warmly,
Cynthia (Greenfield)
cgreenfield1001@aol.com

3. Invites

A. Last chance to enter ...

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1Plwf4C7bRRfo7T2EFJI8ey6hmTfK97Vf4gYZajT9LPsAtd_cS1DleRJy9XudfzCp3YR2w7_iT_8kdarbYuM46q4Ia_s1soGxQDCagygr9_404MszMSTYomEELNeapOsjOyPxS1NRdWW9Bl0s7KxmFgZmdDRQYrEfrQBh0mn8PEIx-OrjcLBvKmQFA=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
data:text/html;charset=utf-8;base64,%%23
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGyWlXy4QN-wLfNCfmuElVSGSeiD0YRK8bopjuBHvpNIc_uIRbWYcUGznun-0LUqoCkUW6Aeen81K0LpHH5okJTFj4dlXB13buJvYjUcP4Ab8n3GdjLoH_hYmAAkeQnu931CByagAxzxzoVsjQ7HbwE3Ayjh8i1Cun7dk30MWlB6UGGhzg0aQHXIwKQNMeGrbsv7dFVsWpOBwkoOpHi_khzDeOtrdIh85ECZAdG8WbFwkz6lXR_ZQ5t4OXjFez0k3kM_hNFHs13-k=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


A. Last chance to enter ...

***** CONTEST #7 *****

One lucky reader will win a copy of Sovereign Oak by my friend Moe Davis.

And yes, this is the same Moe Davis who is a retired Air Force Col. stepping back into familiar turf--running
for Congress in North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District. For more information about that, click:
https://smokymountainnews.com/news/item/39515-moe-davis-enters-nc-11-congressional-race.

To quote from the Amazon description about the book:
Sovereign Oak, a historical novel set in the Blue Ridge Mountains outside of Asheville, North Carolina, tells
the story of three historical events that took place in the Swannanoa Valley between the late 1700s and the
late 1800s. These three short stories, which are based on actual events, lay the groundwork for the main
story, a modern-day fictional tale of a couple who move to Asheville expecting to live quiet and uneventful
lives in retirement … until their past catches up with them and suddenly their lives are in danger. Will they
be saved? And who … or what … might save them?

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #7 in the subject line. Include
in the body of the email your name and mailing address, so that if you win, Moe can send you a copy of this
book. Entries must be received on or before the 9 p.m. on Mon., June 9.

B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
to it on your favorite podcast player. 

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening. 

If you want to join me, let me know. Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com, if interested, and put WEBCAST in
the subject line. And for more information, click:
https://www.blainesworld.net/.

C. I'm back on Facebook after having been hacked. If we are not currently friends there (or if we lost
contact because of the hack), please friend me by looking up: Blaine Greenfield. You'll see a picture of me
in a blue shirt with, naturally, my thumb up.

D. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245515070390413.

Note: Please also use the above to promote any shows you're involved in.
 

4. FYI

A. With 7 Words, the Pilot on Our Delayed Delta Air Lines Flight Won Over a Plane Full of Cranky
Passengers:
https://www.inc.com/jason-aten/with-7-words-the-pilot-on-our-delayed-delta-air-lines-flight-won-over-a-
plane-full-of-cranky-passengers/91193916

B. How Much Money Do You Need to Retire Comfortably in Your State?:  
https://www.entrepreneur.com/money-finance/how-much-money-do-you-need-to-retire-comfortably-in-
your/491643

C. Harvard-trained investor: I've repeated this 6-word mantra daily since I was 20:
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/05/30/investor-alexa-von-tobel-daily-mantra-ive-used-since-i-was-20.html/

D. This Common Butter Alternative May Be Worse for You Than Butter, New Study Suggests?
https://www.eatingwell.com/margarine-diabetes-heart-disease-study-11744653

E.8 Morning Habits That Are Sabotaging Your Health, According to Experts:
https://www.realsimple.com/morning-habits-bad-for-your-health-11744763

 

5. Joke 1

They’re uploading this to TikTok with the caption: "Found a historical artifact."

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGh-8GGa8AgECPXYDcBW_JEa4EnSxKT3qvAs2GuKbbUEZPQ31Jp91FZFYjsOEOglCU3Rl40xDpyMeXkPOr-aQPhHHWIt4jgK62XlQ9dLV7J5McmMPJXSTNA8vbO8j7KJ1JvVM7wqTwiNkv6P3ylN3rVTCQkvwQyktBMT8ByOqZp6G4emJ-vQZ5eui9EY8edk8UsK7OD2pg98FcDf9GHOYuL7g03cBdUDv5oFP9eWjPDpeo7acdwHIxnAWRXAoVTydSQ8M4yacAlQM=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


 

6. Reviews

A. The Harder They Fall is a bold, stylish and unapologetically Black Western that reinvents the genre with
swagger and soul. Featuring a powerhouse cast including Jonathan Majors, Idris Elba, Regina King and
Zazie Beetz, the film blends classic cowboy action with a fresh soundtrack and razor-sharp dialogue.
Director Jeymes Samuel delivers a visually stunning ride that pays homage to real-life Black historical
figures while rewriting the rules of the Wild West. It’s very violent, vibrant and deeply satisfying—-a
cinematic shootout where representation rides tall in the saddle. It's now on Netflix. Rated R and be
forewarned: all the killings might turn you off.

B. Netflix’s The Killer is an electrifyingly violent and meticulously crafted thriller from David Fincher,
anchored by a steely Michael Fassbender as a nameless assassin. The film opens with a chillingly precise
Parisian sniper mission and dives into a visceral spiral as a hit gone wrong pulls him into brutal revenge
and global chaos. Fincher’s signature slick visuals and cold modernity are on full display—surveillance-
tech, corporate settings, even The Smiths soundtrack lending an eerie calm amid blood-soaked set pieces.
The violence is swift and shocking—particularly a savage Florida mano-a-mano tussle and a staircase kill
so clinical it’s downright chilling Not for everybody because of all the killings. Rated R.

C. Book review:
Never Have Your Dog Stuffed: And Other Things I’ve Learned by Alan Alda is a warm, witty and deeply
human memoir that balances humor with heartfelt reflection. Alda recounts his journey from a quirky
childhood (yes, involving a taxidermied pet dog) to his life in show business, offering keen insights with
charm and self-deprecating honesty. His storytelling is engaging throughout, and his voice—both literally
and narratively—makes the Kindle book especially enjoyable. That said, I did miss the visual elements;
without the printed book’s photos that I would have liked to have seen. Still, Alda's sincerity and humor
more than make up for it, making this a thoughtful and entertaining listen.

 

7. TV Alert

A. 2025 Tony Awards (CBS on June 8 at 8 p.m.)
Eight actors over 50 are nominated for Broadway’s top honor, including George Cloney,Mia Carrow and
Audra McDonald.

B. Tyler Perry’s Straw (Netflix)
The latest Netflix original movie by Tyler Perry, 55, stars Taraji P. Henson, 54, as a hard-luck single mother
pushed to the breaking point when she’s unable to buy medicine for her sick young daughter

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGkryTIRK7RGf3ykXphjr0pmz6IMkaA_3PVLHqsKAFFm03vpteChQ_AwWpLz5mQ-SlrbPNG5rSA-vemDy4klo1RVrGSd-4hO8oDY3YvGIHdUIOIuJHuZMj7qyhWIVEitxKu7SvhSsRVg2XQkbtGIw4GUeJtjns493STz8uW7UcfUNbfaDP5A1WrF5dGZCY-wfUZ1Skq9-ti1dA-BScr0l45BJ0ti_zDvP4EEclETiEySycZspwD9Crpj85oF0UfUwRPy-BcT8YaSk=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGwTHkdUS_jxCR1FTBsVKsVUdeJruqlLJM2q4jd4e9BItYQYKG8mOPsO4f8cvVCuY4ZQ6XBzSYQMLBewOlGNaFxjrSEqvwvzYTBaLTuxreDfcBgyEmHc53WSm6yO3_S76eSHsdrw7dXVGhjobO2AyU-ggmPIwkYHAHKmjL0EHRtFxlLdmg7TfoE8EIcd8HA2TJSmkMUZJ5ZY8IpSWuy0F200qxua_BlnI68Z_opA5LroaWSUHLg4gaqvD7BnStZu0kekMbWkkgvQk=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


pushed to the breaking point when she’s unable to buy medicine for her sick young daughter

C.A Working Man (Prime Video)
Sylvester Stallone, 78, produced and co-wrote this two-fisted action hit about a terrorist fighter turned
construction worker (his The Expendables costar Jason Statham, 57) who must rescue his boss’s teen
daughter from sex traffickers using his particular set of skills.

D. The Clock (Turner Classic Movies on Tues., June 10, at 1:30 p.m.)
A G.I. en route to Europe falls in love during a whirlwind two-day leave in New York City. Judy Garland and
Robert walker star. Place article copy here. Be sure to make the articles short and concise as people tend
not to read much more than a couple of paragraphs. Place article copy here.

 

8. Joke 2
 

Breaking news: Local man chooses humor over longevity!

9. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) Their recording of "Happy Together" proves it

(2) As you may know, I welcome clips of them and/or others singing this classic song. For example, this
week, you can see @jugo1209 performing it by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/yPWWLZsmJ2I.

Note: Feel free to submit your choices for greatest recording artists, music, etc. I'll try to run what you send
me in in section 8C (below). 
 
B. Video of the week

Queen performing at Live Aid in front of 72,000 people in Wembley Stadium, London on the 13th July,
1985. The event was organized by Sir Bob Geldof and Midge Ure to raise funds for the Ethiopian famine
disaster. Broadcast across the world via one of the largest satellite link-ups of all time, the concerts were
seen by around 40% of the global population.

To view this amazing show, click:

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGyRGUUru_Ukv5XWmvHMEKpBfmiYQDPWMk5gCuBeU-jkY2WPalX4uQszrBCtcSPraxYzLU-jHGcqIn087tt8V0ADdjkf3dARUnAODTjgz_NSnQsd_ZMX6FnOnVaxO2mbBAk2J5FKyVkBJFe0LvlgsADimyCVe2RQ6whTPg8gESr0JQm5mRfpLj3hRuTm2Eif_4uFc9E9sHlOqUVw2ObNEYmpCUuvihM08iB2YadRkM9-Qr_QlmaOWpDEjkMpSrVhqGtXeA55tne0A=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGIfMdylruaRySyDllQQvj2uwNin32Hk6iJHX0U9MmC6yw_R7GigRmgmys8_iR9k2BbAGZ3G0gaXe9BJB_zwPs4vIxcI4fm6PMOTaMhre3Of2UpJDx16yf-S0nAudFez5EoYVj-l1iWOgXV4_OA7WdUeIrQV9IRlZr8sdxbcC_LwHgsbo-65kG1AX49Y213kHkS0VgwH-vGMiAW1Vgo3jvcZZNIHEpQ53kfTLDyaTnfgqO2WlHYL4gYW3IutBNGEy7HwHjwJVFKvs=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


To view this amazing show, click:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLIAp5nr0q0. 
 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) Judy Collins, "Both Sides Now," one of my favorites:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQOuxByR5VI

(2) Howard Smith Jr.: Hymns (6.8.2025):
https://www.facebook.com/hs.smith.73/videos/9667972163315070

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Tony Levin:
https://www.facebook.com/neilratnerrockdoc/videos/578609491578810

(4) Neil mentions "Steam." You can see that song performed by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvrRLD3wmcw .

(5) Every living thing needs love: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8g1vdqnfcjtyv1qv1y29y/Every-living-thing-needs-love..mp4?
rlkey=5qbcbkhj0d7dq3nnnn70x0t0x&e=1&st=ltje2q7t&dl=0

(Thanks, Jonathan Berg, for sharing.)

D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

Duotrigordle is like Wordle on steroids. Instead of just one puzzle, you get 32 of them to solve at the same
time. Every guess you make changes all 32 puzzles, making you feel like an octopus trying to guess words.

To play it, click:
https://duotrigordle.com/.
 
E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click: 
https://www.blainesworld.net/.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free
to send me an invite by looking for my name: Blaine Greenfield. You'll know it is me by the bact that I have
a blue shirt and that, naturally, I have a thumb up. .

 

10. Technology Tip

The Volume Buttons on Your iPhone Have Countless Hidden Features
by Sean Cate

We are all well-acquainted with the iPhone and how it’s changed over the years. But even though the
device has just three places to press, the iPhone volume buttons aren’t limited to just managing sound.
These buttons hide a range of functions beyond their simple, surface-level role.1 Let’s explore the
untapped potential and discover how these buttons can be used for a multitude of tasks.

For the rest of this informative article, click: 
https://tinyurl.com/3mwmp3ns.

 

11. Joke 3

Methinks this guy needs an alarm clock that plays music, so he can listen to Wham!'s "Wake Me Up Before
You Go-Go." If you also want to hear this classic song, you can do so by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIgZ7gMze7A.

 

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwS9JtKemouxCqF_d1vwR7fXOaI3tTknK-Q0RUvhs2BrNVad7IBYNRQ2T_yrzgqqfijOvvtLTpC_yGEo3afzeyK-qVp3nJffw0m1sQETzNFxOiLCvZXedltU=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGwEDkN5CnczxE5BwWBlXNNlSZuoS2czqYgjGnRhRxYtVMev83EntkVbyTodPiW68pdZ4aAx92DQAuXROgFKfEG3sZZjlMkC1OxntFBxKY-KQbVlBhdWQMBmqlClS1MclSj0DTJmlD2rQONZdw2ECe0MACK1zx_kGub5Oopc-SZG_mRaPQJN9CEd5y7DlY29MUNRXuPzJVtub5trJBT8Tt2R1Pk8RXYHda3idgZOORG3qr8QjXrxhJZOf8zatZU9PvccPxz3eZvOY=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGCuGWgcwkX9mu2d6z3NftUQz8R6LaCcOQdQuSXJUYirnvJtKnG5Qk31VGVJ9FVaImjIlPXg74kUsOohwS5E0PSy4QAzhzaIu0ecn3h_SAA3g_KiBXHBZqFQRrp5DdeHPHXIgaHqepOfgjwF7l2eebgSjlWtn38heMSSeNXBId1wYDuICGirAYvMBWxN_OC-QeBkAQ7xmtNKdg41Th8Dc2ZP1wsReQmBtCBv1_An411UzfBFBaHzeJxxVbFP6T0WDjjojTgfO6UkM=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1Plwf4C7bRRfo7TM8NZI9AViPf4ZhVdgRZTOdidgc49qbm5Mkj3ybw3u9cSZA5XmQOyekiOuXYQ0DjPes1ScaNDIihF4Wa0whZBUqiGI8sKVQin5JST0JbwYvGmdPfHcJ4cGRYEu00Bc3aT7beY6cfiBBkSX0a73355rMcsI872pmAV2WNJQH5nVPfkA2BjcMBb2HyTPD38doGh8Mc5uTWQvIJ8HSfrhnFkUqrpNBISeVd-AbE_w7duwbd2DLg0eR7NboClMfLe7nLqutoZUHyccUYxd7mB3qPtc0MyAHy8Ov60Vzi_KSWIUAbqYoCHitSdxEhUJ_plC8ac&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


12. Two Quotes I Like

A.Thanks, Jim Marshall(1937-2025), for your career as an American professional football player who was a
defensive end in the National Football League for 20 seasons, primarily with the Minnesota Vikings. He
recovered an NFL career-record 29 opponents' fumbles. He also holds the league career marks for most
consecutive starts (270) and most games played (282) by a defensive player. For more information about
his life, click:
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/03/sports/football/jim-marshall-dead.html?
unlocked_article_code=1.NE8.9QAB.cxleGSh63x2T&smid=url-share.

 

B. Thanks, Étienne-Émile Baulieu (1926-2025), for your career as a French biochemist and endocrinologist
who was best known for his research in the field of steroid hormones and their role in reproduction and
aging. He has been nicknamed the “father” of the abortion pill mainly as a result of his work on the
abortion-inducing drug RU486 (Mifepristone). For more information about his life, click: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/31/health/etienne-emile-baulieu-dead.html?smid=url-share.

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lFMl1AyGy58rdQQZaMRmytVcFatJSsPobmBLCLuVIIJwCqMQX1PlwWtCCLzOJ8vGfp4xsMxIWU8qxzNUK6xt-usvSaRNkHJdOUw0OYFVMOF6sNc1bAvD3zGo12nuAWPW7Znor9qkMSLDS3cjLyQSgau4_rOfeWero0l-p-Wo1zn8fqNmZwNBc-O4O-3EAuboNcbu1GOYsrI3MldXIZqZtghDdn2ph-K1fZqq8oG1yXvEOOQOELb11EvD6SdYl_plERSzovNxaLUyRbSo77k6fGAHLuc6t94AS9RKK98pXxsC0_pXamKkrnz-eULiwiV7U5XuR38n1G8=&c=-TmF0YyXybBazRcJAIj6aGKUI4i7Ln-OKRnDhVPWNT2HusozIG0PvA==&ch=GHpgt4YXP0qhkmTBtWrioMKs6QPAvDelWNUEglqGrjZhO8Le3BisVA==


 

13. Thought For The Day
 

The following poem is often read at funerals. The author, Henry Scott-Holland (1847-1918), a priest at St.
Paul's Cathedral of London, did not intend it as a poem, it was actually delivered as part of a sermon in
1910. The sermon, titled, "Death the King of Terrors" was preached while the body of King Edward VII was
lying in state at Westminster.

Death Is Nothing At All
by Henry Scott-HollandBy  

Death is nothing at all.
It does not count.
I have only slipped away into the next room.
Nothing has happened.

Everything remains exactly as it was.
I am I, and you are you,
and the old life that we lived so fondly together is untouched, unchanged.
Whatever we were to each other, that we are still.

Call me by the old familiar name.
Speak of me in the easy way which you always used.
Put no difference into your tone.
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.

Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes that we enjoyed together.
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me.
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was.
Let it be spoken without an effort, without the ghost of a shadow upon it.

Life means all that it ever meant.
It is the same as it ever was.
There is absolute and unbroken continuity.
What is this death but a negligible accident?

Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight?
I am but waiting for you, for an interval,
somewhere very near,
just round the corner.

All is well.
Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost.
One brief moment and all will be as it was before.
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting when we meet again!

(Thanks,Bettina Yiannakourou, for sharing.)

 



 
PS. Make it a great week!
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