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1. Reflections  

Note: See Section 3 for proof that the thumbs up movement is 
growing. 
  
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook and/or in the unlikely 
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you 
don't miss an issue (and you get it earlier, too) by clicking:  
http://tinyurl.com/ozgmxgs 
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I: 

(1) Saw a fantastic production of OKLAHOMA! at HART Theatre. 
Allison Stinson, Hunter Henrickson, Calintha Briggs, Will Bryant 
Vickers, Luke Haynes, Emily Warren (pictured below) and George 
Heard were just some of the many talented cast members. 
Steven Lloyd's direction was spot on and so was Sandy Boone's 
music direction. What was particularly interesting: Boone had 
been in a Haywood County production of the show in the 1980s. 
We also thought Cord Scott's choreography was excellent. 

Good news department: OKLAHOMA! runs through August 2, so 
you can still get tickets by clicking: 
https://secure.sellingticket.com/design22/clients/list/
index_byUserListAll.aspx?OrganizationID=157 
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(2) Afterward, we went to our favorite Thai restaurant in 
Waynesville: Blossom on Main.  
The food is always good there, as is the service. (Though the 
kitchen was a bit backed-up that evening, Lydia did her best to 
move things along.) In addition, we also appreciated the friendly 
greeting we received from owner Julie Katt. For more information 
about this eatery, please click: 
http://www.blossomonmain.com/ 

B. During the week, I:  

(1) Attended the engagement party of Chelsey Gaddy and Badi 
Mirheli. For more pictures, please click: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.
10153435431529757.1073741874.519364756&type=1&l=1d2026
90cb 
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(2) Saw the talented duo of Ellen Pappas (left) and Ruth Planey 
(right) perform at Givens Estate. They sang several songs 
together, then got everybody in attendance to join them in several 
sing-along numbers. To view some of them, please click any of 
the following links: 
Ellen Pappas and Ruth Planey: "Wake Up Little Susie" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQGA3IaMMs4 
  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "Bill Bailey, Won't You Please Come 
Home?" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5kZq0A_BfQ 
  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "Eight Days A Week" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuNRRqFekEo 
  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "A Tisket, A Tasket" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLJjzmgCO_s 
  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "A Couple of Swells" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSHwktUA1R8 

  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "Bye, Bye Blackbird" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdkNhl-4fmM 
  
Ellen Pappas & Ruth Planey: "You Are My Sunshine" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qz6j16kYp0o 

Note: Ellen and Ruth are available for parties, house concerts, 
etc. To find out more, please contact Ellen at: Maletred@aol.com. 
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(3) Heard an informative presentation to the Asheville Jewish 
Business Forum from Karen Cragnolin (right), executive director 
of RiverLink. Also pictured: Andi Block (far left), the Forum's 
dynamic vice president in charge of special events. For more 
information about RiverLink, please click: 
http://riverlink.org/ 
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C. Invitations to: 

(1) The next meeting of the Asheville Jewish Business Forum. 

Note: You don't have to be Jewish to attend. 

Date: Monday, Aug. 3 

Time: 12-1 p.m.  

Please come anytime after 11:30 a.m. or stay after 1 p.m. for 
networking opportunities. 

Location: Writer's Bistro in the Renaissance Hotel, 31 Woodfin 
St., Asheville 

Parking: Plenty of free parking both in front and back of the hotel. 

Menu: Varied lunch menu offered by the restaurant.   

Cost: Whatever you eat or drink. 

Speaker: Barrie Barton (pictured below) 

Please RSVP: So we can set up accordingly, please send an 
email to: AshevilleJBF@aol.com and put RESERVATION in the 
subject line. Include your contact information in the body of the 
email, along with the number of people who will be coming. 

Topic: 1, 2, 3......To More Certainty! 

Do you feel your heart racing and body shaking when it's your 
turn to stand up and introduce yourself, meet with prospective 
clients, present a report or speech at work or attend a conference 
or party?  

Presenting yourself with more confidence and certainty is actually 
quite simple and easy. Ms. Barton shares her expertise in 
presentation and communication skills through story, audience 
participation and take away skills that you can implement 
immediately.   

Speaker Bio: Barrie Barton is the founder and lead facilitator of 
Stand and Deliver, a presentation and communication skills 
coaching firm for corporate professionals and teams. Stand and 
Deliver Asheville combines Ms. Barton's decades of experience 
as a facilitator, educator, director and performer to uniquely 
develop the art and skill of dynamic presentations and effective 
communication for all who participate.  

For more information about Barrie Barton, please click: 
http://standanddeliverasheville.com/ 
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(2) Come for ice cream and to see amazing jugglers at National 
Night Out! 

Date: Tuesday, Aug. 4  
Time: 7-8 p.m.  

Location: Biltmore Lake Pavilion, weather permitting (or 
Clubhouse)  

Biltmore Lake will be participating in the National Night Out event, 
designed to promote police-community participation and to 
introduce the Neighborhood Watch program now getting off the 
ground.  

Featured will be: Ice cream cups for children of all ages (including 
adults); Jugglers from Asheville's very own Forty Fingers and a 
Missing Tooth; Brief remarks from Van Duncan, Buncombe 
County Sheriff; Information on how to become involved in 
Neighborhood Watch; Pamphlets on home security and personal 
safety; and a chance to meet McGruff, the Crime Dog (pictured 
below).  

Please register: Via the Biltmore Lake Intranet, so we can get an 
idea on how much ice cream to order. Or contact Karen Foley in 
the Recreation Office.  

Note: If you're not a Biltmore Lake resident and if you'd like to 
come as my guest, please send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and 
put RESERVATION in the subject line. 

(Sponsored by Community Recreation Committee, Safety 
Committee and Buncombe County Sheriff's Office.)   
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(3) Join me in my annual trek "up North" 
  
I'm flying into Newark on Monday, Aug. 24 and heading back to 
Asheville on Monday, Aug. 31. I'll mostly be in the Bucks County, 
PA, and NJ areas, but NY is also a slim possibility. Cynthia, my 
beautiful bride, will unfortunately not be with me this time. ... Y'all 
are invited to join me at any and/or all of the following: (1) Ice 
cream gathering at Zebra Striped Whale in Newtown, PA, on 
Saturday, Aug. 29, from 2-4 p.m. (2) Dinner at Poco's in 
Doylestown, PA, on Saturday, Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. (3) Comedy 
Cabaret at Poco's on Saturday, Aug. 29, at 9 p.m. (Note: Special 
group rate tickets at just $10/person will be available!)... Please 
let me know if you can make any of these dates--or even better, 
all of them! ... Also, as always, if these dates don't work for you, 
let me know some other times/locations that we might get 
together. And I'm "open" to other things to do that week, so if you 
have any thoughts on the subject, please message them to me. 
Or send them to me via email: bginbc@aol.com. Thanks! 
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D. Congratulations to: 

(1) Chuck Taft on his appointment as Conductor of the Blue Ridge 
Orchestra for the 2015/2016 season. 

(2) Susan Garrett for having graduated from  CTI , The Coaches 
Training Institute. 

(3) Bill Hemmig on his new position as Dean, Learning Resources 
and Online Learning, at Bucks County Community College.   

(4) Asheville for again being in the news. And thanks, Steven S. in 
FL, for bringing that fact to my attention via the following NY 
TIMES piece: 
A Mellow Summer in Asheville (With Moog Music) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/29/travel/a-mellow-summer-in-
asheville-with-moog-music.html?smid=fb-share&_r=0 

(5) Billy Schweig  on his new job as United Way's Community 
Investment Manager. 

(6) Linda O. in PA, winner of Contest #15: a copy of THE LAST 
PLACES ON EARTH: JOURNEYS IN OUR DISAPPEARING 
WORLD by Gary Mancuso. 
  
All told,  there were 5 entries. And that reminds me that it's now 
time to introduce:  
  
***** CONTEST #16 *****  
  
One lucky winner will receive a copy of BILLY MARTIN: 
BASEBALL'S FLAWED GENIUS by Bill Pennington. To quote 
from BOOKPAGE: "Martin's life was a rollicking one, and as with 
the life, so with the book. Pennington's take is great fun, and the 
author's drive to talk to everyone who may have known Martin-
from the most arrogant star to the humblest bartender-is 
impressive."  
  
I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD #980 and very much enjoyed it. 
  
To enter: Put "CONTEST #16" in the subject line of an email and 
send it to: bginbc@aol.com . . . make sure you include your name 
AND snail mail address in the body of the email . . . all entries 
must be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, August 3.  

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 
  
This week, it goes to Terry and Mel Scholl (pictured below)-- 
volunteers extraordinaire in our Biltmore Lake community. 
 
They both host the semi-annual coffee for new residents. 
 
Terry also organizes the Dinners for Six and the community 
outreach to Enka Middle School, and she is a member of the 
organizing committee for the  Brother Wolfe Animal Sanctuary. 
 
Mel is on the finance committee and heads the budget process. In 
addition, he is on the board of Friends of Connect Buncombe, a 
501C3 greenway advocacy group, and Connect Enka, the local 
affiliate. 
  
The Schools were among the first neighbors we met when we 
moved here some seven years ago. Having them as neighbors 
has certainly helped make Biltmore Lake even a better place to 
live than when we got here.   
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2. FYI 

I've long checked the expiration date when I buy milk. Sometimes, 
this requires me to do a bit of digging; i.e., the containers with the 
later expiration dates are typically toward the back. ... You should 
do the same thing when purchasing bagged or boxed salad. 
Check the expiration date, then buy the package with the later 
expiration date, in that it's likely more fresh. Again, it may be 
buried toward the back of the shelf.  
  
FYI, part 2 
  
A. Clips  

(1) Steven S. in FL: How to drive like an asshole 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYKvbhhEKd0 

(2) Jim D. in NC: SISAY - Tejiendo Nubes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aSksaV7quSw&feature=youtu.be 

(3) Nelson S. in NC: Warrior monk got moves 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2aqLcFG5XE 

(4) Cat reaction to being neutered 
http://www.aol.com/article/2015/07/23/cat-has-the-perfect-
reaction-to-discovering-hes-been-neutered/21213198/?
icid=maing-grid7%7Chtmlws-main-bb
%7Cdl13%7Csec1_lnk3%26pLid%3D1009766676 

B. Other 

To read each of the following contributions in full, please click: 
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1X1 

(1) Rethinking exercise as a source of immediate rewards. (2) 
Rhoda W. in NC: This restaurant is inviting only the homeless for 
5 days of fine dining. (3) Ruth P. in NC: Happy Anniversary Blaine 
& Cynthia. (4) Sandy B. in PA: Congratulations on your 
anniversary! (5) Chuck S. in NJ: Congrats on the wedding 
anniversary. (6) John D. in PA: Congratulations on your 10 year 
anniversary.(7) Donna M. in NJ: Happy anniversary. What great 
news and enjoyed reading the poem and now knowing your story! 

Back to Top 

3. Joke 1 

Soooo cool that  my upward thumb, in all its glory, has now even 
made it to this museum wall ...  
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4. Reviews 

A. Saw MR. HOLMES, a drama about an aging Sherlock Holmes 
that I found quite boring--despite many excellent reviews. The plot 
was too convoluted for my taste, and I kept wondering when the 
film would end. Nevertheless, Ian McKellen was watchable in the 
leading role, and I did admire both his makeup and the English 
scenery. Rated PG, but please don't bring any children to it. 
Methinks they'll find it as uninteresting as I did. 

B. THE LONGEST RIDE is now out on DVD format. I had enjoyed 
listening to this book (see review in BLAINESWORLD #936) and 
was interested in how it would come across as a film. I wasn't 
disappointed. There are two distinct stories--one involves a 91-
year old man who finds himself stranded after a car crash, and 
the other involves a college senior who meets a rodeo rider. As 
might be expected, their lives all converge toward the end of the 
book. Scott Eastwood, Brittany Robertson, Alan Alda and Oona 
Chaplin were all fine in their respective roles,  and I got a special 
kick out of the fact that several scenes were set around Asheville. 
Rated PG-13.  

C. Read YES PLEASE (Dey Street Books) by Amy Poehler, a 
funny memoir by the talented actress, comedian and writer. 

You'll learn about her as a performer, but also get valuable career 
advice and even sex tips. Much of the book had me smiling, 
including this passage where her ninety-year-old self speaks to 
herself from the future and gives her such guidance as the 
following: 
Get to the point, please. 
Can you walk? Stop complaining. 
Stop whining about getting old. It's a privilege. A lot of people who 
are dead wish they were still alive. 
Forgive your parents for what they never gave you. 
Kiss every baby and pet every dog. 
Walk slowly and lie down when you're tired.  

I also enjoyed the stories about her days at SATURDAY NIGHT 
LIVE and the many familiar names that were mentioned (but 
never in a mean-spirited manner). 

If you're a fan of Amy Poehler, and I am, you'll love this book. But 
even if you're not yet familiar with her work, after you read YES 
PLEASE, you'll look forward to the opportunity to see her on 
screen. 

D. Heard TAKING A STAND; MOVING BEYOND PARTISAN 
POLITICS TO UNITE AMERICA (Hachette Audio), written by 
Rand Paul and read by Brian Troxell. 

I learned much about the man who wants to be president and 
came across impressed with some of his ideas, including reforms 
in the criminal justice system and how he pushes to have his 
colleagues to actually read the bills they vote on. 

However, I was less impressed with some of his other views, 
including those that allow businesses the right to discriminate. 
And I was quite surprised to find out that though he claims he is 
an ophthalmologist, he has never been certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmologists. Rather, he claims certification from an 
outfit called the National Ophthalmology Board, an entity he 
founded that is now out of business. 

One other problem I had with TAKING A STAND was that after the 
introduction, Paul turned narrating duties over to Troxell. I would 
have much preferred Paul's reading his entire book. 
  
Back to Top 
____________________________________________________
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5. TV alert   

A. THE BOMB: Tues., July 28, at 8 p.m. on PBS (Note: PBS times 
and dates often vary, so check local listings.) 
The story of nuclear weapons from the earliest A-bomb tests to 
their impact on global politics. 

B. MR. ROBOT: Premieres on Wed., July 29, at 10 p.m. on USA 
Elliot, a cyber-security engineer by day and vigilante hacker by 
night, is recruited by a mysterious underground group to destroy 
the firm he's paid to protect in this series that TV GUIDE calls "the 
summer's most wildly original new series." 

C. THE CARBONARO EFFECT: Season premiere on Wed., July 
29, at 10 p.m. on TRUTV 
Illusionist Michael Carbonaro astounds folks in settings like a 
market (demonstrating a magic juicer) and eye exam (making 
them think they're seeing double). 

D. WET HOT SUMMER: FIRST DAY OF CAMP: Available starting 
Fri., July 31, via Netflix 
This prequel to the 2001 film, WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER, 
has most of the original actors playing their old parts, including 
Amy Poehler, Bradley Cooper, Elizabeth Banks, Christoper Meloni 
and Molly Shannon. 

Back to Top 

6. Joke 2 

My mom  was equally wise.  I remember once asking her why we 
didn't have an automatic dishwasher. She replied, "We have two 
of them--you and your brother."  

!  
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7. Websites 

 A. Steve K. in NC: One Mistake Changed the life of These 
Innocent People 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gGh0qDCqAk 

B. Nelson S. in NC: Bud Light | "Clothing Drive" commercial 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ew9cEATPzDE 

C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to 
view it, please click: 
http://www.blainesworld.net/ 

If you're new to the above, find out what it's all about by checking 
out the box at the very top of the homepage.  

D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet 
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite 
by clicking:  
www.facebook.com/blainegreenfield 
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8. Technology tip 

If you want to make sure your email went through and/or even got 
read (e.g., if you're inviting somebody to get together for lunch), 
just ask for that person to respond via an email. If you don't get a 
response, then you know you had better send another email--or 
even consider making a call to follow-up.  

Back to Top 

9. Joke 3 

It's 1957, and Bobby goes to pick up his date, Peggy Sue. Peggy 
Sue's father answers the door and invites him in. He asks Bobby 
what they're planning to do on the date. Bobby tells him that 
they'll probably go to the malt shop or a drive-in movie. Peggy 
Sue's father suggests, "Why don't you kids go out and screw? I 
hear all of the kids are doing it." ... Bobby is shocked. "Excuse 
me, sir?" ... "Oh yes," he replies. "Peggy Sue really likes to screw. 
She'll screw all night if we let her." ... Peggy Sue comes 
downstairs and announces that she's ready to go. About 20 
minutes later, Peggy Sue rushes back into the house, slams the 
door behind her and screams, "Dad! The Twist! It's called the 
Twist!" 
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10. A quote I like 

"When my husband was dying, I said: 'Moe, what will I do without 
you?' He told me: 'Take the love you have for me and spread it 
around.' "--100-year-old Shirely in an interview with photographer 
Brandon Statnon. To view it, please click:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8TjO2FGnao 

And to read more about the story behind the clip, please click: 
http://tinyurl.com/m4ncxpc  

Back to Top 

11. Thought for the day 

Thanks, Alyson M. in CO, for posting the following on Facebook: 
What a great conversation starter! What is YOUR ikigai? 
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Mine is: To serve others, which is best summarized by the 
following quote: "Service is the rent we pay for the privilege of 
living on this earth."--Shirley Chisholm (1924-2005), American 
politician who was the first African-American woman to win a seat 
in the United States Congress. 

Mr. Curious here: Care to share your answer to Alyson's 
question? 

 Back to Top 

12. Advance planning department 

To read about each of the following NC events in full, please click: 
http://wp.me/p1g9Ev-1X1  

(1) Grand opening of The Chocolate Lab of Asheville. (2) Zuzu 
Welsh gigs. 
  
_____________________________ 

  
PS. Make it a wonderful week! 
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