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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and | celebrated our first dinner out with Bodhi at The Local Joint. He
behaved perfectly and, as a result, will be going out with us many times in the future. And as always, our
meals were delicious.



https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuFqTRgl-auq-7zsTSPK0hGt7wM-JaAfoVDEBSI1k9PE5X4E77iowQvdMhl1MLaFrjlR9BBe5SyBQ6rlEj0NeXbC74eFdsZ99osCJzOlJNuljVP7UjDQgZuE=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuLJ_ntZ-9k274kBtiinNhS4NxfqCUsUQdKj4xwE7hodZtzcFQFHbOBW84fsqzYOLQ4BtAwUNaXZwu0hwSyG3-aEejz14_Kz3wC76GKmwEjM81yK63-yHgteCENbH_KcLqdtuWjDEOqyADHyX8Adh3Ttp4X8EsP1JwA==&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7llcGeiLhGfgUkiPt9CPV27lvuVjreslNMMP74wcCwUYk9L2o87ENO8SGlU7HUYSvVQGq2AlPV2nBeQjJSjbIaJQ6maCctphf1i3mrH9mmN-VtlUhVkIJEJg9VQOjqlxNeNqdgVuzTCdmlxIoXnSF0UH0fA7zuSjPkV7u4guHdX2cUXQqiHhaax_lFte0lQvlAha2buK_wnhJmB50Mzu_DKOKaMlztBchhu6NOucSYA-tsD_AyKmq45EH5vv3hr6ucY1uJJZof33Q=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8L4lIx2n7DnZAdT-13BN4Rw9hph4K0Ce4Qs9mlbiNgzu6wQZ9W3PXlR0h4CcULTScSEX5KEDjxQuAkJKJD22w3QE24WgEMnydnmG1jANQQ9XyGnadwb-6xVntHaDBwxGwgWsg1Gje_xvVg0xTxEdak4EfCFlMuT8teaBmxWf6YbrJu0mPY3KPTIg5LJ145vKGKsoiqGVy2Di-RyfTNR6TS-cz8Y5SMAYL0t4cB20hnW1FdmGMNmzAKgyAlYRMmRCeoewGp1MsY1FkC-Uf7IjysiXqbJ1xMxKwsxQOvnZOL4g32VCr51BB-ah3dQMb7Gdpaq2CU3DN_wLi4MD5ZRnyov0st8OLO_eh5HJ7A-CH2QQoJs1ttLBCoqHeavYEdcNqe7-og47HJYgX4WuQT8lPI2glGH5Blzb5&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8D7-21ye553gO3KlOXldS4LzKH1UHeU0IM4Lz-_YOd2Cu7OTxZIZWpJXVGmAD7eOACnz-5IOI3k-RMFXVKprtizt_wSxh97IjfAHv_opmZhcc1kPNr3Dnj7XK2egWurgM7Hm23CcATbhEP5vsRZWzfJULfuS_HRwcvkCnNlWppalbVymt-m1_hJaRqpke_a7pd2oXLmDb8N4AzlJBUNxd6Vvpw1B4dWG2MoKmB1vDN6vkqfe_a7sni6xhU78JAdcJSVJuBoXO8SodhQcLApgbvX9IoUKaUATIpVyTMALPH4hF6SqaRLdNAS9bgAG7TAsnX-zBIcwk5QJaVuOO9kuOHju2MNJrX5udfq_oeyQY-9MeD5-YiuhMkT_9AMcFlgOpYX5Iq-fETJFezA2t9GRP5pJBisHh9WWv&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8Om_8fYDIvWeHvRkxdSdpSTafQIXI1z0NCzRkNXMh5ikgmos_nfptKO1uB8IZNSihytfcrRFZgPS-WLkGqUyN83gDCXl8XEmQ-1IoS33DfnVFtQUSB9kxm8jvnjjQzhVmxCEGju7hxTjf5KofU_tLaPcuXHXYb3irH_izRpvOvhLEeqaYa0FSedSBiWS2ZFc0c_Qf-BZgm33YaqtmFzf_gJ0aedrKOOBe0RSNgejyfUeVAy01MpNGx7VkY3d4iBTIQ6dSkEcnQ8Lb4JgxHFp7C715CDXhCTUt2sK7KRiU6UXF-hx2w5MuaFyI6I3F5-zoITUTH9QwCVepj9aaiiRuDUYpCEAAGj_Y9LgH5zoMIJCYij_Hfi1Y0nmsjQxpTRV12NTw4iGfYDJGBztZPYFjbmznvkX7FSkW&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8doR5u0ciDzVA69E6QOD3E0ON5SZhY2NwHrmHhXBU3dLLdNaIb9WRzrlYBbi6V2-UDhH9QUm2C7RadJtMqzMP3ITqNYy-GUHUus7GqH90CITq7ZlqVvMJrRKDD32CXpZtkunK3iiocgimBVTqZGMEpZGBsUWwhO9FAWtxYnhscK204uOf4AJTDp1-aCyhSKrbEewcFaqcwPBc9crvb50Cm3TyVHWgu3YaNYPFYSpHoWU-VQp2ZsVCa52DQo9wHRdjR3KlD66UCbqB19muSfO91uiNeXHmguuQyTALLLrZVvKbMPZlOr4PH8lnQLj0E2GzUcJ8ol_v0LehsOFPKHqplnu7iO-2GKinmHJOWO2D4QKx5SueZrtF4pZNaPxxCKBvJjanFVR_7YU4MHnmJ5T505R8nVu3y95f&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8jdil-b_mFauhVWVWEKosU_vfWJ9EqXF-9jS4eKgV6D56GpTO_d1FWniq_0s8dPGsO7zjs4t_Hj-OsuX1FMHdXaQoEtL1lPocuMeumRCNwHV7QwBjJCcjAKV16II0tLI5Xz9VWg8T03YM1Vrj0XKZYkxJyYxro1SApiSlZMCIUW_2QOCQG8I0cOSxuf78-ogM58h3RWBR7wluKW9wYL-1IPYcbAjqsomb84JYNgFY5Q4LZHAMjGXfMn4KYA4UgnYkLhGBcqwQ-sK9IOLDoP-5z2FQMo30JqEAsijKReIvdr5rufU2SS11HHsRa5peCG4uQtCnGMhamypJF1y_zaP64Xew98QWrkmwHp7m24GP16jvryO9rkvq3MjcHeZLqLcpIqa583ssvGJaA3pHI6ZEPIsx_ugg87E1&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8zDj4Z165m4dEhv5iaeO49LqzrM_4w0zf-lzlnCiV-S7M5EM3D0mEXIcWPZAhUW3ceiIdYZu1AVlhNeIR6i-DZpmr1DAKZA0ftE1yxrlPXokp29t62ehaxTNS_l1Ely02SnNHrkiqzRzqpQ5FduJHbVgjOY7xwtr8IsRIpPaMRoBYT14TOa_3y91gS0MpQQRmePaeks7YsLHprrG1xqRmTh3mqh3V8Vol3gtxdsA5gyZF9TzPgjwcmFgplwY_xqttvdI2D6zq2048b8-viryx3Jg8WWtas_5hW-84r9CEvvHIfeouvPfSDfpMeEpdbHZ2f0HNpZiUZNmQ5FjVUuV6-gzusTRsKewkS2LN9mPXv0kB1p7aFck6trL0ea3vimIF3LLJAKHk-XuiTrz8eP425AzE8wADzHnw&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8imjaUiaE05eAqUMiW5esQhnLBE9Sy_MTqoZb9szZtrM6oXXNX_pVciRPuTl2zAN9iOM56h4nS8nUtwoUOsqWP5Qz7KFkiOTgdoR7HrXvTLltJTk49-NcK8mvZEVcI_UIyljfdpSkzDV3kLWjl8wh9GtrB92g6GCcLK5nZLMdKph7kLrCMdWj6Ga8Pdw-7TFAN-7juTVndvuIashy_orFoEo8nP1g-szZ98Ht4ug-j2PbJuyBTjsxkOlfkB9pou-lHZRXHfYkgEIF46uR7mlREHDvorBsxUuPaOb8I30MfD5QdaYpiujD6pSEC5YiIkxmvitwk8d2JDjk-Um9yJCo0GBJpvbG_-FsXg_mIofKRQxuBYKUIpgad_egQP503M8u2QiFxQoBgr-ys1QjPZIPD_NYOUxrkZro&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8YoL5f4zYITWaaFQqdeyKUHOMkdoijh6CwuAh-Wb3UfOiY9qQK0CJvoZ2Oojc6xc-JqOh12AevhBOrDW7PotdvBhO1t_hfo2cjVwjyjJhaz47HsWUL3A7kzChtZazx6NJ_yzHV7nRJ1sJsiYIMnOPHXDy_hOfM6f7UyfEQzkuCEB5IoPtB99Ht6RNTFYx7KCkscxpSXlL6_muRUM3x3McmtxKdnDH6FgP4qApnR47u9pW_Tc1yCfjhhH8lJsFYqyNDLagcxo6rNwMHtWAxVOMRf-6LLNvcFAL7HySRLrlqzeXl0iXtbwLuekC1j6-su1YDWe1t8hcIbXgD62hxNmZqtVHKcYcjFD0Q0MxNJykCFeThCK_x05plXB5FBrS3Ay0UNSC9cUgxzN4pAW6X7Cv7u1qXUab4uKe&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8Fw-Z9hlnsx9xO6yqMt92qzaOtOWrnsuOXGsQ2EHOsTVtT-hjUrK0s7rhoD2C1J6rNpItRBeyhHihjMtGmdUgCk2NimjZeF2mhEhChgzrD98GiuyKHRA_HGffkIjWDeNG5hdjaVlZt06G0sNotm1I9u9kp6CfrVdCRagpRS-SaqUJZ8G0KOQXV0njVWuPYc50U88W-RryRJUiLDP-XzxPRfp_DNy-Spw0LMWRSEnEDSJbsGVWTO7AZbhW8vBLc82XqrfQSSW722ZXjDse8Vu7NeH5cMkHcz91ajZhF6m0q8dh2-36Ty-NNE3vdgy_mxSZpL_FbQLsbEJL8uhKwjp26dwlaZUeK8cbsB-f7DKc6Td0zx-GswXvJb7vQbqLm9jwC7tT5B6B35qgXW8Aqz_VBK-yawb6TCQu&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCgYz-G3qTY8-ietEMMORB9yslS2e-ZznOR6l_3iDwwfoO9VSnYfF2XLwMfwjC83RBDOoBddCt98MSMfXH7k2PRmTWmd6dA991INM_0onWZ5E_iPqeVR3Meg_I3krdKSBVEk9OO7wnpfGMV-Zo-f1SdIz8jVrSMBnC09GmLYmljCYCjHdmYb5UxE7KGnQUMYcfeD7UfZEZmWqGAdOwOQRfiQqQR0sTiSVv4j8ni_PiNXl9rX1u6n6mUR3-8i0THe9OiMBsD2syoYleLwSW63CuDCX0xdwoltJ-O8tELdWWmu4QY26_T7n1HxHdBpD-u8amW6KtORwsVi_46tRifJTB_gjRjG93gOAuDpPWt8eMHLH0-CcRxQabiMsKmCsQ911UCGZNcl0wZFleB_n8wOQcvCvzfkitKPuwrwQZ4nC-sx&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7llcGeiLhGfgUkiPt9CPV27lvuVjreslNMMP74wcCwUYk9L2o87ENO8SGlU7HUYSvVQGq2AlPV2nBeQjJSjbIaJQ6maCctphf1i3mrH9mmN-VtlUhVkIJEJg9VQOjqlxNeNqdgVuzTCdmlxIoXnSF0UH0fA7zuSjPkV7u4guHdX2cUXQqiHhaax_lFte0lQvlAha2buK_wnhJmB50Mzu_DKOKaMlztBchhu6NOucSYA-tsD_AyKmq45EH5vv3hr6ucv9JEZ9tmhqA=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==

B. I got to solve all the world's problems with my friend Gary Charles over lunch at a Papa Dunks, a new
eatery at 1475 Patton Ave., Asheville. We enjoyed our meals, and | look forward to returning in the future.

C. Review: Dogged Utopia’'s NEVERMORE Mesmerizes from First Note to Final Bow
By Blaine Greenfield — Chief Encouragement Officer (CEO), BLAINESWORLD

Note: This review reflects the final dress rehearsal—already excellent and likely to be even more polished by
opening night.

NEVERMORE: The Imaginary Life and Mysterious Death of Edgar Allan Poe—book, lyrics, and music by
Jonathan Christenson—is presented by Dogged Utopia Productions. This troupe deserves credit for bringing this
first-ever Asheville-area staging to town and for championing titles that are new to the region or rarely performed.
The result is a powerful, impeccably executed production.

In brief: The piece is a stylized, sung-through exploration of Poe’s life—his loves, losses, and literary demons—
told through gothic vignettes that blur biography and myth. The score and staging move like a fever dream,
stitching memory to imagination.

At the center, Eric Martinez (Edgar Allan Poe) is superb—onstage for nearly the entire evening, he anchors the
story with a commanding presence and supple vocals; he drives both narrative and emotion with the lion’s share
of spoken and sung lines. Dominic Aquilino (Rufus Griswold), at times foil and quasi-narrator, matches him with
bite and precision, landing key solos and text with crisp intelligence—also outstanding.

Equally fine are the others who populate Poe’s world: Clara Burrus (Eliza Poe, Miss Duval, Muddy Clem) threads
tenderness and steel across multiple roles; Greta Schulz (Rosalie Poe, Fanny Allan, Sissy Clem) supplies clear,
expressive singing and incisive character work; Matt Edwardsen (David Poe, Jock Allan) shapes two pivotal
figures with nuance; David Cater (Henry Leonard Poe) makes a smaller role count; and Mandy Bean (Elmira
Royster, Miss Duval) brings lyrical warmth and poise. Rounding out the company, Elly Leidner and Jessica
Garland contribute ensemble chemistry that enriches the storytelling.

Director Mark Jones offers spot-on direction—pacing that breathes when it should and tightens when it must—
striking a balance between theatrical flourish and emotional clarity. Music Director Leonidas Lagrimas keeps the
musical engine humming with precision and color, supporting singers while letting the score’s shadows glow.

Behind the scenes, kudos to Stage Manager Laura Fuller for keeping the pace and polish, as well as to Lighting
Designer Claire Daniels, Lighting Board Operator Jack Cook, and set-construction lead Jeff Fuller for their efforts.
Lastly, the entire cast deserves praise for its collaborative costume choices that sharpen character.

Where & When: The BeBe Theatre, Oct. 24—Nov. 2, 2025.

Tickets: https://doggedutopia.simpletix.com/


https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCWjRUcT9cyg39ayADTirhgk9UsI7TZw03QFYyhQymuxO5gi0YZR34ojpmn6E6dlLSvNRRsM3k3_54Ix7MpCj6OilrNeghAUaQ0ALowKTDLliovXJUIGWTK7QPSt0r1jSzX72ykQj33lTGk7uMBEfZ4M_y4eDs4A7AEWlrVH1Gl0j6DEWSSkvzKDZ1IDURujoF-HtiSywOiLojVbNjj0bLGaxxsluGecQVNF0bTgnZv1vXt8ZpF80CEieEGhODp-yfISS_fSUe7Xd1-DW7fzqmzVYGGL-JPJMt999D3Q2WVfZqhDi4jv_XfplbXDE-5j_nb-_Kli3BIt3zeT-7KFwW6g74o_23n2JRIeL6dtB2lGi1k3UJj6XeUhbbMJa465htPwew4UC2xi9OaPJ78rBexIbb9KtN9frvK444sztqOL4Df-3oLZXzw66cJZfHwaDEYw9vjCEEdjIqZ7L1Q601bJF4WNoO9GdV080nAh0BN4RNE5AYykYTpneuiz-1Ca1tFYNQzWI9ux6NfbH6JH79WHpNnFDKCdOt-F908804bQH0s_L2YTLhpyWP6H1vQWHRcC5Oae51tlLo7WoRAAennXGdgxdL4iGc1sYY8_SJKx6L__bbqz8yFj2WV5JME-BI32BAsVElmYb6cutD7LdAsvBO8k4AZqU-IkEQuQTjDVBXFUr-oVJ7tPrnu0yiwSBGP0aotA012n7sF7mERE2D4rdnEXyJBD4bc0eoo6Hy2WBY_RTwcxuq2Ores0eKzZFgMb3MvG9iUy1HBWV_YMkyC35pGFTFjQEm4LhyAWV7y_NN9P-eYqmvwwGx-ladV_plzIAjyDKU4ZKmrgRqnjpLJKfgrn7IKIQRi78tNDCLvj7iZNgSSfMBcinOBei2Vx1c7XWZeEp1qYlFm1TnM-oQND8If1bE099-7l0m8-j8u9wXx5jNDnQA8=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==

Thumbs-up vibes after NEVERMORE'’s final dress rehearsal

D. Review: Mars Hil's GHOST: THE MUSICAL Delivers a Moving, Magical Night
By Blaine Greenfield — Chief Encouragement Officer (CEO), BLAINESWORLD

Note: This critique reflects the final dress rehearsal.

Presented by the Mars Hill University Theatre Arts Department, this staging is excellent—both heartfelt and
visually striking.

Based on the beloved 1990 film, GHOST: THE MUSICAL tells the story of Sam Wheat and Molly Jensen—young
lovers whose connection transcends life and death—woven together with humor, suspense, and an inspiring
message about love’s endurance.

The four principal performers are all first-rate: Nate Ogden (Sam Wheat) delivers intensity and warmth; Emma Hall
(Molly Jensen) brings heartfelt emotion and lovely vocals; Fernanda Guerrero (Oda Mae Brown) shines with sharp
comedic timing; and Seabron Echols (Carl Bruner) brings just the right touch of charm and menace.

Strong support also comes from Richard Rivera (Willie Lopez), Niki Vastis (Subway Ghost), and Jacob Bailey
(Hospital Ghost)—each adding vivid, memorable moments.

Kudos as well to the 15 additional cast members, whose ensemble work adds depth, energy, and beautiful choral
texture to every scene.

Chelsey Lee Gaddy provides excellent direction—well-paced, inventive, and emotionally grounded. Kenneth Scott
Eggert’s music direction is equally outstanding; he leads a rarity in a college production—a talented seven-piece
orchestra (including two violins and a cello)—and the result is simply sublime.

If you loved the movie version of GHOST, you'll love this too. And if you've never seen the film, you'll want to after
experiencing this moving and skillfully staged production.

Runs: Oct. 25—-Nov. 1
Tickets: https:/mhutheatre.ludus.com
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Post-show glow at GHOST. THE MUSICAL

E. | had the pleasure of hosting three BLAINESWORLD webcast this past week.

(1) Nate Ogden & Fernanda Guerrero.

Please view today's BLAINESWORLD webcast, featuring Nate Ogden & Fernanda Guerrero, actors,
who discuss Ghost: The Musical. Presented by Mars Hill University Theatre Arts Department from
Oct. 25-Nov. 1. For tickets: https://mhutheatre.ludus.com/index.php ... To view or listen to the
webcast, click: www.blainesworld.net/ and look for the one dated 10.20.2025. ... You'll then have
the option to view it on YouTube or listen to it on your favorite podcast player.

(2) Ronald Rand

Please view today's BLAINESWORLD webcast, featuring Ronald Rand--Actor, Author, Playwright. ...
To view or listen to the webcast, click: www.blainesworld.net/ and look for the one dated
10.21.2025. ... You'll then have the option to view it on YouTube or listen to it on your favorite
podcast player.




(3) Dave Bates & Chuck Taft

Please view today's BLAINESWORLD webcast, featuring Dave Bates & Chuck Taft who discuss
Magical Moments. This Asheville Senior Chorus concert, under the direction of Chuck Taft, features
the music of Dave Bates. Special Guests: Gabriel Coll-Bettencourt & Madison Garris. Performances:
OCTOBER 16, 7PM, Givens Estate; OCTOBER 24, 7PM, Weaverville Baptist: and OCTOBER 26, 3PM
Reuter Center (UNCA Campus). Free admission. ... To view or listen to the webcast, click:
www.blainesworld.net/ and look for the one dated 10.21.2025. ... You'll then have the option to
view it on YouTube or listen to it on your favorite podcast player.

Blaine Greenfield

F. Correction

Last week's issue had two misspellings in the view of Parkway Playhouse's excellent production of
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE. What follows are the corrected spellings for Alesa Bryant and Kaley Sikora .
Sorry 'bout that!

G. Announcing this week's ....

**** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

It goes to Jack Marlowe, LP Energy Driver for Southern States in Hendersonville.

He keeps our two propane tanks full—always well in advance of when they’d run low. Jack is friendly,

enthusiastic, and, as you can see, has an infectious smile. We’re also impressed with his company. Learn

more about Southern States here:
https://southernstates.com/a/pages/locations/996/southern-states-hendersonville-agronomy-plant
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2. Cynthia's Corner
The Corner | Do Not Like
Sometimes | find myself in a corner | do not like.

It doesn’t always seem to be my own doing — though | can’t say for sure whose doing it is. This corner | do
not like is one where heaviness reigns.

It begins with my body — the aches and pains that refuse to leave. They arrive faithfully, like unwanted
guests, at the same time each day. | keep hoping they’ll just disappear. | wonder what life will feel like if
they don’t. How do | stay hopeful and enjoy the good moments when the pain insists on speaking louder?

Yet, even here in this corner, | am not alone. There is Blaine — my beloved. There is Bodhi — my little
“love in fur”, whom | adore, adore. And the softest, most beautiful, peaceful cat Kismet who shines his
presence in our home. But even with such blessings, the heaviness still hums beneath the surface. What
will wipe it away? What will free me from the pain that lingers in my body?

Lately, I've been thinking about resiliency. Watching Bodhi has given me a masterclass. He has grown so
much — more confident, more trusting with people. When something startles him, he barks, yes, but then
he collects himself. And he does it so much quicker than before. He doesn’t stay in his corner for long.

| want that resiliency too — to experience the body pain, and then gather myself back into balance. To find
some kind of equilibrium, however small. The truth is, | do have many moments of non-pain. I'm just not
always present enough to notice them.

So teach me, Bodhi.
Teach me how to return to equilibrium.
Teach me how to trust that this corner, too, will not last forever.

Perhaps the way out of the corner isn’t to fight it, but to learn to breathe again within it — to notice every
small easing, every quiet minute of non-pain, and to let those moments lead me gently back to myself.

Warmly,
Cynthia (Greenfield)
Cgreenfield1001@aol.com

PS. If you would like to respond to this with your own personal experience or just a reaction, I'd love to hear
from you.
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3. Invites
A. SPRING'S ANNUAL HOLIDAY TOUR!

Since 2016, Spring Theatre’s Christmas Tour has warmed hearts across the Triad with an original holiday
show that brings joy not only to public theatres, but also to intimate settings like nursing homes and
retirement communities. As Executive Director Erinn Dearth shares: “While our entire season is spectacular
and enjoyable on so many levels, | most look forward to our small Christmas tour. It is an amazing thing to
see joy brought to the elderly with our cast of community members of all ages.”

We are currently seeking singers and performers of all ages—kids, teens, and adults—to audition for this
heartwarming tradition. Whether you’re a seasoned performer or just love spreading holiday cheer, this is
your chance to make a meaningful impact through the arts.

For more information, click:

https://springtheatre.org/holidayrevue.html?
fbclid=IwY2xjawNrF3VIeHRuA2FIbQIXMQABHqgfgFerW8FWZN3eJUKg9cWMwVGy3RYDLdA3jFrLesZo7Vb
Oe14CF1AY9KJOM7_aem_4DWS8KUEdhIpgVP7doLTX-A

B. Last chance to enter ...

*xxkk CONTEST #12 ***+*

One lucky reader will win a copy of Knock! Knock! Jokes.

This is a book that young kids and grandkids, as well as nephews and nieces, would especially enjoy.
And if the following is your type of humor, you might also enjoy it:

Knock-knock.

Who's there?

Needle.

Needle who?

| needle a little money please.

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #12 in the subject line. Include
in the body of the email your name and mailing address, so that if you win, | can send you a copy of this
book. Entries must be received on or before the 9 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 27.

C. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
to it on your favorite podcast player.

| typically feature guests involved with theater, non-profit organizations, authors, performers or who are just
downright interesting.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. | now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening.
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the subject line. Include your email address and phone number. And for more information, click:
https://www.blainesworld.net/

D. I'm back on Facebook after having been hacked. If we are not currently friends there (or if we lost
contact because of the hack), please friend me by looking up: Blaine Greenfield. You'll see a picture of me
in a blue shirt with, naturally, my thumb up.

You can also find me by clicking:
https://www.facebook.com/blaine.greenfield.2025/

E. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, | encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245515070390413

4. FYl

A. Note: Don't be turned-off by the headline. Much of what follows applies to both sexes.

GQ's 125 Rules for Modern Gentlemen
Our guide to manners and etiquette from men in 2025.
By the editors of GQ

Knowing how to be a gentleman used to be straightforward: There were codes that were passed down,
instilled, and strictly enforced. With both social mores and the nature of masculinity itself wildly in flux, that's
not exactly the case anymore.

Which is why we at GQ put our heads together and pulled in some wise (and well-behaved) outsiders to
craft the ultimate guide to being a well-mannered gentleman in 2025. (This is, after all, Gentlemen’s
Quarterly.) We've considered both the new predicaments guys might be struggling with in this specific day
and age, as well as the classic, evergreen rules that men should still adhere to—and could maybe use a
good strong reminder of.

This means we’re helping you navigate every thing from the modern landscape of online-dating etiquette to
how to act in that all-women Pilates class to when (and when not) to pop a Zyn, while offering you a
refresher on everything from thank-you notes to how to be a conscientious human being in public to how to
act at a dinner party. The result is a list of 125 rules on how to be your best-behaved self wherever you go
in 2025 and beyond. Friends, dates, colleagues, and the people sitting beside you on your next flight all
thank you for reading.

Other People

We’ll assume you’ve got the basics of being a self-aware human down—but these moves will show you're
uniquely attuned to what other people want, need, and appreciate most.

1. Take out your AirPods when you're talking to someone. Muting doesn’t count.

2. Ask before vaping indoors. No matter how sly you think you are, other people do notice.

3. If you're in a situation where you wouldn’t smoke or vape, don’t pop a Zyn either. And go to the bathroom
to remove your Zyn.

4. Everyone loves receiving flowers—but most bouquets are cloying and chaotic. If you have a favorite
flower, send a small number of stems. If not, you can’t go wrong with a few calla lilies.

5. Always sneeze as if you're at a library or a funeral. And in the crook of your arm, as if you're dabbing.

For the rest of this oh-so informative article, click:
Here
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Ways to Combat Self-Criticism

IUJ

Note: Also see the clip the beginning of the article.

C. 9 jobs that Al could kill in the next 10 years — and 5 that will thrive
Here

ople in strong relationships ask this No. 1 question early on: Expert who's been married 23 years

IU

E. Why Chick-fil-A Employees Won't Say "You're Welcome'
Here

5. Joke 1

Guy even looks like me—my cartoon clone!
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6. Reviews

A. CARMELO (Netflix)

This 2025 film is a gentle, uplifting drama that tells the story of Pedro, a rising chef whose life is turned
upside down by a serious diagnosis—until he meets Caramelo, a stray caramel-colored dog whose fierce
loyalty and intuitive companionship lead him out of despair and into hope. Though it covers familiar
territory, its warmth, the chemistry between man and dog, and its rich setting in Brazil elevate it far above
simple sentimentality. While the MPAA rating is NR (Not Rated), I'd say it would get a G rating. We liked it.
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This 2024 release follows Elisabeth Sparkle, a once-famous fitness-TV star who, upon turning 50 and
being pushed aside, signs up for a radical procedure that lets her temporarily inhabit a younger, idealized
version of herself—only to discover the transformation comes with horrific consequences. | found the first
half compelling, and the visuals are striking. Demi Moore and Margaret Qualley are solid, though Dennis
Quaid is, for me, over-the-top. Unfortunately, as the story progresses it leans increasingly on shock value,
the plotting grows chaotic, and the emotional payoff never recovers the promise of the opening. By the end,
| considered it one of the worst films I've seen in a long time. Rated R.

C. KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN **

The good things about this movie is the acting is exceptional as are the costumes. The negative is its slow
and just does not advance to hold your interest. It is going to be a major box office flop. We were the only
two in the theater last night. Several friends saw it at other theaters and said the same thing. It's a shame
because | normally love musicals. It's not a movie | would see again.

(Thanks to Mike Martinelli for sharing.)

7. TV Alert

A. IT: WELCOME TO DERRY (Max)
Set in the world of Stephen King’s It universe, this series expands the supernatural vision established in
prior big-screen film treatments.

B. FINDING MR. CHRISTMAS (Hallmark Channel)
This gently wry, slightly campy holiday competition reality series has 10 guys vie in festive physical and
emotional acting challenges for the grand prize: appearing in an upcoming Hallmark holiday movie.

C. DOWN CENTURY ROAD (Apple TV, beginning on Oct. 29)
Private investigator Zo& Boehm (Emma Thompson) brings wisecracking wit and intelligent flair to a case
involving a missing girl and an explosion in a quiet suburban neighborhood.

D. BALLAD OF A SMALL PLAYER (Netflix, beginning on Oct. 29)
This psychological thriller is about a desperate gambler (Colin Farrell) on a bender in Macau. Tilda Swinton
plays a private investigator on his tail.

E. NOBODY WANTS THIS, Season 2 (Netflix)

Adorable rabbi Noah (Adam Brody) and gentile podcaster Joanne (Kristen Bell) fall deeper in love while
seeing whether admittedly agnostic Joanne will or won’t convert to Judaism for her boyfriend. We loved
Season 1 and are really looking forward to these next episodes.

8. Joke 2

This meme makes my accountant happy.

I'm glad I learned about
Parallelograms in High School
instead of how to do my taxes.

It comes in so handy during
Parallelorgram season.
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9. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) Their recording of "Happy Together" proves it

(2) As you may know, | welcome clips of them and/or others singing this classic song. For example, this
week, you can see this cover from King Princess and Mark Ronson by clicking:

Here

Note: Feel free to submit your choices for greatest recording artists, music, etc. I'll try to run what you send
me in in section 8C (below).

B. Video of the week

Nina Conti, a very funny ventriloquist, live at The British Apollo
Here

C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) Billy Joel - Lullabye (Goodnight, My Angel), one of my favorites
Here

(2) Howard Smith Jr.: Hymns (10.26.2025)
https://www.facebook.com/hs.smith.73/videos/1487148419005650

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Elvin Bishop
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1330548502149034

(4) Thanks, Neil, for the reminder to check out Bishop's "Struttin' My Stuff." Your many fans and friends can
co the same by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z7raU-o7AE&list=RDOZ7raU-o7AE&start_radio=1

(5) Annie Hall (5/12) Movie CLIP - Awkward Annie (1977)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXy9L p8bu98

(6) Frank Sinatra Describes a Hilarious Prank Don Rickles Played On Him
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWvJCYyoDZQ
(Thanks to Jonathan Berg for sharing.)

D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:

Zoom Earth

Interactive weather map and hurricane tracker

Shows you precipitation,, wind, temperature, humidity, and pressure, and you can also see a live weather
map.

Here

E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click:
https://www.blainesworld.net/

10. Technology Tip

Apple Just Added A Powerful Anti-Scam Tool To iPhones — Here’s How To Activate It
By Monica Torres

Spammers who constantly call and claim to know us are a daily distraction for too many of us. Unwanted
calls from telemarketers and people pretending to be government officials or bank agents are the top
consumer complaint, according to the Federal Communications Commission.

But there is a new free call screening tool that can help us reclaim our wasted time.

As part of Apple’s iOS 26 software update, released last month, there is a new call screening feature for
unknown callers.

To find out more, click:
Here


https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7luAkh_YWP4YwY2IThc_S5QPrytkmtf20_22zk7Whpl2P1jsI_s-HJc87AYnvRAzT8cPIDnJ40CTZmV58r_dlMG--csDXFE7j7vWpB8C6jLf_aFOX4DMAnnUpuNj4t7-z8wz4ks78DJS3kutchfj_twBUQjtaqGu5DaciKkqwIYU-CE4OiG8cY9xIWD1hXz1SoRxgg5kQ2_vShjulhD1yosIjL8voVozV5FuvYcEZTNjdxn81DPTh2kVUx_Q0gjdzaKcmL6s2l5uM=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuKeowMbgdF2kbFBGKBuoRiNQSh38z_9ZYi6SZ5I22PJZBoX3RqFKk9VCNM_dP2xrQti8TcFN_Km8nBWIrrk8NaO_w9kuJcrgPPXVYqqCGyYPR4paTuTS391yt_BXAcKClqA1p9z7Gv64DcY-iqGtmfa59VQKvgxuSNbMQm_f8RabEKCZUeutJEVGGmSPpO_6iw==&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCWjRUcT9cygcVNoV6lZ3iJmNwDiiakvqRMG4fuWKbCZf67Zun_63Wx_tl59dY_-wQVu325f7DWaS4hYXaPfe-bWlnbPVov4VubKojvwlJdC0XbnZzBYy0-KPrktX_DM7Tv2paWIJc9yeIcOVBc4750BSjzTZBDowlV0EXu6P4jtIc3-uxZCKlHOq34P7jIprA==&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCWjRUcT9cyg1c-xn_YU2DbhL9GlRqamcOVMbiDx7sUcLqU6RubpsJo2mWaZWBCR8jP1MvxE4xdXFSzxlZYKHCaTO4KC39xpjZT4YIraEj0mf41SsFUHc8VV-sbf3vV1ExJHxT1AVsTjaZBXKHk5xEcQE9oqPvscFQpVx1C_22Hop7cVcdhT8FguqyzBDS4HBH-5Tk0MUmB7Xto5kGnkVT1v6lBIqP1jP3NXtbo8lVJ08ZQ5hkhbSRQ=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCWjRUcT9cygn0KCsyfdwfwNwBpqLBdlbE6f_ji6ZqmJymMhvHpj0SfR8G_yoZWHHhC4Uav3pjRvRX1fRSE3TNlYfwSkIu8jtM1IDwEjwAklKoh-o08MEwzVQCvYDbAmI7tD8xx43uH6DoAF5ExapaE=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuFqTRgl-auq-7zsTSPK0hGt7wM-JaAfoVDEBSI1k9PE5X4E77iowQvdMhl1MLaFrjlR9BBe5SyBQ6rlEj0NeXbC74eFdsZ99ol5Zzo58guy0ZqePJKtUaJs=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7lyQf9c4WWTQCcKNkYQw5rIMtOxIjfwhIFut-ZlVtR3jsoC0c0Xoh_4Z4M14iU4b2YtN2i72sv0YDk9mDYCEL2qGV3G-OWmwGnm7IWa-aF2rFJMuvsno7FUVYsLbVSFZp-n902FtPArJTKA6Jje6paNuop9YXTpQ6HyxSns5ExN9z5Q9d9Dz18zMhKb5hrTEPq24eJdJmzsxvy6c7qpGF77E8vyzrAwwJR_IbPLakhBGrMrE8pOQYYimKmQ7Z0YduVJBpUDJHC39U=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuCWjRUcT9cygam0GH3yb3w6tYNpgp8tabl4Dxz5vYu7RsHflILj9OGlyUkXystQu9JVMJ1g9tjwFxOuyTW58TC4gPF_7WsoE2mru8FmHM78sKXuYXwRR4u3szcNn4OQSda0y7MIUnM2zVr14jWazpzaKUWUcCw6XIO5drrbzMgJ8b00hKANRkbXWeRgKGpFnCP6VwO9bm8nn3Y3gtVPc7ew=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==

11. Joke 3

Now that's one way to save a buck!

Wife asked me, “What will you give me for our 25th
anniversary?” ... | answered, “How about a trip to Paris?” ...
She smiled excitedly and replied, “Wow, that’s great! How
about our 50th?” ... | said, “I'll pick you back up.”

12. Two Quotes | Like

A. Thanks, Samantha Eggar (1939-2025), for your career as an English actress. After beginning her career
in Shakespearean theatre she rose to fame for her performance in William Wyler's thriller The Collector
(1965), which earned her a Golden Globe Award, a Cannes Film Festival Award and an Academy Award
nomination for Best Actress. She later appeared as Emma Fairfax in Doctor Dolittle and the American
drama The Molly Maguires. For more information about her life, click:

Being around all the animals in the
film Dr..Doolittle made me one too.

Samanthe

AZQUOTES

B. Thanks, Chris Dreja (1946-2025), for your career as an English musician and photographer. Dreja was
best known as the rhythm guitarist and bassist for the rock band The Yardbirds. In 1992, he and the rest of
The Yardbirds were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. For more information about his life, click:
https://ultimateclassicrock.com/yardbirds-chris-dreja-obituary/

“They paid me $15... | thought it was just Christmas money.” —
Chris Dreja (on being paid a small amount for Led Zeppelin’s
first photo shoot)



https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7lGCiiRlWWGYTtV4PLHxRCBl84n7Rj9hETA4HUhSdlzGXteNHN6_gpNdN3H5LfjdSkJi8n3ACmA3SUExnSqkgAoDLzbPZQNNRaKeZnzW_VBGfY1MgY3b8Viy9_7FKIAebimud3hBsZuMc5kVB_TlTiFGTo54O7BCItmOJuNQhLneeuTRN588oVUWAtARsEBdecZzDKC9Uj1z879oFq3JqHTS0drziz6Np9GkffhoZRX1IhwoqWoVxrNe4eXugWctkLET2rv-2BKmM=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZEunz6In6yaMGn3J7CC0YjREWpEmMgfzU0Odj6ddavcDJZoZmX-xuDc2WrnwtG7lhcLLgiswuzQnRHWYa781dcprgUFfHz9HkxmXfkmAMlT7x9_XM52JsHxBdTFTykG3aphCC__9Wrvf8OgyGs7LPbLQTOVC3cMNYbTFYP0Z8ZhEoo0NwTL2opRJQHyMA8EfDuZzAaMtpgfPy_bU19Myeo4AkbfcztW8IDTjh7NyHHf1axIK8AMxcc_bACP89sBXX7MgN_nV4buC5p7vC2tNclxMSZyFwAQ__N2LW6NnNQC9zeVSdxtrVbdILAozIACaPJL-UPedq5U=&c=o2LcrTrIDsIa06zC_AdQmAcIIBLDUqX8iPWz9IWdaB19-s316HyjOA==&ch=kmc7lBrhgyAAzYjEAPHOYoV1C2qWGfkxZVyeHDcJli-TywXjOzzVAA==

13. Thought For The Day

Remembering Mary
By Susan Marco

When | first realized this, | was in my early 20's...| was a retail store manager, and was hired to take over a
store where all 3 managers walked out due to their dislike of the new management. The store was 80 miles
(one way) from where | was living and it was at the beginning of Christmas season. To say it was stressful
is an understatement, for sure

One of the existing employees, we can call her Mary, was not at all physically attractive...One might even
use the word homely or ugly to describe her. At first, to be very honest, | was judgmental of her and her
appearance. As time went on, | got to know her and began to recognize her for her traits, her values and
her incredible support through a very difficult season. The beauty she held within herself absolutely
eclipsed what was visible on the outside. She became beautiful in my eyes! Now, truth be told, | don't think
she had any idea of her inner beauty, but the lesson was huge for me at the time.

This story and Mary is someone | still think of when | fall into judgment of my own physical appearance.
When | speak harshly about my body, or my attributes, | remember her and turn inward to see my inner
beauty and the soul which lives within!

(Thanks to Susan for sharing the above from her Facebook post of 10.14.2025.)

-no’r Jrhxs halri‘\\\\:é
| am hot this skm; “

PS. Make it a great week!
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