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1. Reflections

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I met my brother Ken Greenfield and his wife Lavelle Olexa for lunch at
Fuddruckers in Greenville, South Carolina. Our food was tasty, and the conversation was even better.

On the way out, we got some cookies for our dessert at night. They were delicious and very reasonably
priced. We'd love to get them, but unfortunately, there is no longer a Fuddruckers near us. (The Asheville
location closed down several years ago.)

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7Xa16gx76Y1bco1an5oc0mEi4Tm-dOrUKt55klIV3rV3lK27j_7nGCJ1-14F1MIt3yMN5YAi0DiB0i5FtxNhbkUZMkcm0M3Kq4rbvogaJoyeOHQ2kwPAjTX8=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7Xeh7tOUGWEjdSk4wL3x-qSxfl-gKaeH3NtSXN7IwmiKkFiE2S6m9gR1amDzbEY0k6XeZQ3Twp12Ld0_1ne45iMXuFZxJ3USiOlySNyQVEqNI5bLaKVREHtrpumAGPxXUVL1VcjRON3eNWMDr8W5u_G75XXlkkyM2eQ==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbgejQs4hu9dC73eMLiRwIOkkT5eT0tUGZPeBxsgQI8mUn-NW7782tZleQQr2iwuP7-AvscKFl4LEqtRs9o5mEkIuHOiRo-2D6wU0AQvfUMOugk0TVdE6cjSDtyfb07_vfzx7iOSgxAtqJEfPOKOTcCXMBBkbd-vUwwwyBAnMytNgNEF9ZkWC3-bzBkj-JpAOzbrIryAYES6xtscrSIjH8i_CuyUinxzUX8fY3WjKJFGpR8lizTPiBPTCZ1BNvAdRJJkgq0dZ_YJM=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2m9U19MWOu5eU6BkKytGaC7wcQvWCHEgBdB6ut9hW4R8xrxZCKptan0MxXOIEG-0vw4sdF2bKh0ACv6VTfGqgv00GBoYtcg-kBehcEwWpJs9OyqG0ULj7yCM1vUcg5WcDrMEp8r7MtAitV13RPZb8wZleuAFPAq4BqLN1MIBNig99L4G-ubnD6Ipf7GaJFDJkuGh11XlGYu2BGiLQJW12ztuDDs9ulFtfO0oYp-m75c8GD7e-n8EmFOnzChlWKZdgaMfCXJGma_LmksCNr8AZsbKZVMl7Xl33OcE_DizuYss8GEcKhwBcmn0VFGB7GVTt3p4IagS2Tx0PGQsuhTYWcrUXFAQS1bek5staY-qaftyHYozKJBkcP_go5EhtiFmNQzgh64kLRkj5dQRv32xdLjR9NrVcWL0tO&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2meYjRxkTogXZ15G4sOpKP0DdbAcnPz9M-MXEsBPQhfDYop_zcDOQD-6_fA3v8TLzStU8bcnvJSXgK3qxGLn0d-Biib-f04RyE3goG6WBQFOogvS1tvRHCF_fm0cHetHg6cO6jMUz_SnGXuz2wa6nlVSC2q9eafgSkjnxBT3YPhDay11zV1bpYmn9ymzcdI8ctU7Hdigo-IOpXKEx9dgTKZUqQqKpJxoAihJN0p6WUutbceB9RQnfDcTV9f0r4PO7QlUy8yWntUSK_Qi1IG1Bg0OlEpHJ0TD_YuMSa0NUlz3oJh5Flx71ikODSF2M7w_PO3ai9lQyJedBF2f2HLknEFP6cC0gdKCCQ4KqVSuf90_YIjQTPyiNN3QdnLLA8BrMKSW9pJBO9v0AhRlhR76PrgFjkEXs57uG2&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2m7pMe7DDklgZfohzpQm0JJHwJvt_b8Tm8CAk-iMJq9ErKF3YC74fsMF7j71nEBubfKD2whiEd0k2JZwWhT7srADrnV6V-uZf3_4HX0qyPirEHpkLid4Tfof7aarP_xED5DmUlC-nO1emtLgPBJGGIM6n49XQWr26K7Svm8wd8nLhNZ6t-flQEUElSJmxGPlegEmZkFeJn9-z2zzbbAWb_JVKq3fBr1hZasUufsRZmhJhk18FofRkqVXYcAJYJ1MOoWpPFVswNhYE9WBjnJ6zbaFIpE_54GXTxHFSHbIP9-9OaaeKht_AlkvPo20JOXBv9hgLUmed2m4Sek9pi5HZZ6cdCZxZryeF2n5rAR5D7Oq7nbqWvJQOOSu-bceWGLZrnHi58YYxxmbgzOI8lW2MJRAwuWwpZ-TMj&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2m8j5lWIjClYwo3xl7G5w7pQfOcYCTdtF3Fbm89hFChFxxsdUDcUUBE5gq8EAavbUPVlqkjdkFXNBD5PSKPi1erWw6bgVkerDRESgP6fm1irodlnVcLSiLkRK3g7L_Y27P8WIOEIiDAezbThxFyAGeN6IuaiBmxnAc9Vqsa2CHOaK7qCj6WlwJF34lMmvLtJe7ddmugOGdh1prwHZnlin41KzaMtTVjdrwUPkXCcypOVL9gjDqnIJUw6NwOrxiQGRgs3KeMoGr1gmu1_dMxulQ5XhwgGoGKD7YJSj-zKr8VvCz5Ao-dJokIN0PKKQUIoPOQ1azX_4d8Jloywr1FQioNqRc2BDsBaGYIeEWTtdhEsPu4f3v9Fjv8JBCe-bTygLT1QYuW-nZYG2UPoMahC6fsNibdKOnYAW_&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2m6QSHmfvEsxA6B4S0NCM_GJrFi-nmeo609p_aB9P5XFf2-CGc7gH7g7XwtL6LhK4dI4DuhMIwvMFL6cY5ggxxwd2PI-bdv7M33kCqs35EunZcq_TbEi0wmVP3D6__aMNeZvdBWAi_wCM-F84z4bH7x18UcFchd16K5GH1_mq7H0nLFiXv_sUk7zDyvJDLQJoaSSpm31qn_lP-3REw7BjB8kCjTt-DK0ejDQ2ZVbV7IZN37lhEObFOzKQHbBNBYbj0sgRnKJx07yB7GBP8eDiJHv37n21HuZbds1DxYZtfAfD0-suQ5pgmZl7dARTl9uEnOrs3USAVvtu8JehXIWWJVXJLwJc9bE_pdTFcTZadINya27vg6vAwL6N51T7srtq1k0oKlFbkPZhqOy3PWSS6x19JpdcFvxDo&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2mwtRtsAtWHvXiTWxQRFjJuxJhszxdlGrc7-8esrfo2rgXrEgV9FStpaMR6qG63b-WVxIkPsxHQ82D12fTXIirq0NcZCwcwyYlDS-pV-FMv2OD4gM_2u0zuM467nuESauk6Lv9hXzLi8MefiaYKd0szwtAEYiUthG3eeZDvBNteQe931Kx1Zi7jyOf6yZ7RlNv4WEcmUs6ePCNSpYsWdXlEiBsBnQZnUx3vKNUVM-NMGYiRlgSO7MAxIiBE58IsoA7nWndyAxHbOKSEUYQ8AJ427bm0W6KH5WMBaKGqZ8_aEDYH0uGhDXupmIqfnhgGhFq58Zetopm6XrrAHPx1XlzmaqOkgYejYUnu_1j5nR88JpbJnS5aCVUTNsPSk4tgYx0e1vvyPEE1r2yk7IKTAGDyi2VVGy5FurS&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2man7rgsztFOkjpartnUH77ASx3LzwMQC_YRBujaXoLut6f1Yx33EuV7iCXUV8uhbAlBPbfmTpBV5BmAlqI5YYrAS8mV1gVbEJ48KdBwqIEJ0eiDY9tx20b1FQTTffaCkAQxZMaWV5vZmec_WdbScC4NHnIFc0F7OcloO9YUiFTEmsVVXaq-EUPFPb9yUfM9Z8aYaYoaBP-6PZKzZbCvRHkXvKizFQsdowDcAauJpdfLa7tW3qeTAkA6tGzyOtux9wulstv_d-Nv2HvN-J5cTWpNHU21z6soZDdYe_xW1cs8-ooMYhn0tVdCyuOpclBUHkeOmt6VWys5ard0mZwZ9nPTyqgfC0DCZfmIPFka6BtqmhFthzrja0ELLRQHRNX2FVaMe6AfxcIxNwqKN5SAnsQ_tUBXJgnhl5&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2mZkPLbmUhPRO2LTPClRE2lHTg9nYD7AG8Yi1h9R6cFbM6odckU_7IEkqkhnEqbu1Jn5jEjSOG2OJ6NBFjF7dQD63H7OucqUQCCiuD3Z_q6HXZF_p5RJC6V6exTYgLsyTyzb0Yvj8KnuP2eas9_JX9A4LT7L4veJEDu4QkDVgaPukB80LRR0twGMo4-GCF7zTteeJUJFT6v7zsvjs8CQDZIs1WZo5Zk7lzNJVue0zaK56IePTtzmUojUfrvTDxQMrz7qlcDPJvFpSOGQ4Hza8L3Crb0SLyoPNZkrFTVTING6z93vurTUTKidOALBSvfbQgMNj6O0sgfefxgihNGL_B0uOG4VDcjXjmlsYhh7vGPyDRiGHF69uviLX3xuWL-Y732LbzztInU8IPP9MFb3dizQXvAaKzZILN&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2m05ndklWGFo_CMIOCrEUR7lLkhHMOnIpjCWh5j-ySdXSZ6wJau2dPQYTbOSWXxTiZE5aaf_tQbNZOa4VFnkcUDteLNWRDNklQlqottZRbpGsE-wq77N0yGg-pEN61QQ4qfZUuXnyQZt6ejHYS8KrOeMxzxFo14TLIkOsIBhKtWfwtWsOuhQITMJe18M3pc0t12DmuPIezdXo1gpPdy3Zn2utZL_Y0E5v3Ifo98JIoaJWUwJkAV2ofSIilVVAtWVZ3KsznpVWmQeRHQtxrI_dD0JxqfhtsqQEKNYa5AvWg6WRDPqQHWC8dnSVNrkqUa5mnZGVKu3hZYNII4P3sOgtP90qr5yQ6upmYA-eltbUd5tEn6LECAh0qI82FBZrgyqr_P6bmZaX14NfgYuuSqwozl29Q-t817moE&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XbWXU2Wddr2mMWxciFEse0z4rJNGT85VgG2RtUSUYc05F1v4Iv7lJW_1sSF8jbjz_P7bcH9DMjfrdzMsdfFt4KVlYmSYb0Xs4sLGKZr569DhsNj7c_f3C7Tb3zc7MJIK2-_Fa3Q2QSBMt2IM-OhDV_xjxsnFJa3AtRb_k_SuSh9jg11HQvlq4VWT7C2ONqhclX6Cjj2iTKQkTBofKtwzGCDcsjrmj3sEiLjE4SU-RTRey8fTyxMIAdt4duxyakB3Bo02puThNWSksfsLXqMDR2WspMQ-X7SUICEUMVykk-xYYyKaMeufJwl-rZYoW4R3Hka0mDMY-MYatTGYyj9EzmQbRPUBH76T5V0hloO2aaGHHdWpn6_q7ahnblL_usQJQpUcaQUbbOFcams5VqDcwrDrt3zKH1Q6U57tLgIOQvjn&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbgejQs4hu9dC73eMLiRwIOkkT5eT0tUGZPeBxsgQI8mUn-NW7782tZleQQr2iwuP7-AvscKFl4LEqtRs9o5mEkIuHOiRo-2D6wU0AQvfUMOugk0TVdE6cjSDtyfb07_vfzx7iOSgxAtqJEfPOKOTcCXMBBkbd-vUwwwyBAnMytNgNEF9ZkWC3-bzBkj-JpAOzbrIryAYES6xtscrSIjH8i_CuyUinxzUX8fY3WjKJFGpR8lizTPiBPTCZ1BNvAdRJfPyvRhrKGyE=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


B. Review: Dogged Utopia’s One-Act Wuthering Heights Premieres with Passion and Power
By Blaine Greenfield — Chief Encouragement Officer (CEO), BLAINESWORLD

Note: This assessment is based on the first dress rehearsal with a live orchestra. Look for the production to
grow even stronger when it officially opens, as the cast and musicians fully settle into their performances.

Emily Brontë’s haunting tale of love and vengeance on the Yorkshire moors has captivated readers for
generations. Bernard J. Taylor’s musical adaptation transforms the classic novel into a sweeping theatrical
experience, now newly streamlined in this powerful one-act version.

Adapted and edited by Eric Martinez, this world premiere distills the story to its raw dramatic core, focusing
solely on the obsessive and all-consuming bond between Heathcliff and Cathy. By trimming away subplots,
the production centers on the tragic force of their love, allowing audiences to fully immerse themselves in
the intensity of their relationship.

Dogged Utopia’s Wuthering Heights is a gothic triumph. It’s anchored by a rich, romantic score featuring
nearly 20 songs, each one echoing the characters’ inner turmoil. Especially memorable are the three
breathtaking duets between Cathy and Heathcliff—“You Were My First Love,” “Up Here With You,” and “I
See a Change in You.” These numbers are filled with longing, fury, and tenderness, and they embody the
musical’s dramatic heart.

Martinez, who also co-directs, gives a commanding performance as Heathcliff, equal parts magnetic and
tormented. His voice and presence bring gravitas to the character’s pain and passion. Elizabeth DeVault as
Cathy Earnshaw is fiery and heartbreaking, offering a layered portrayal of a woman torn between desire
and duty.

Greta Schulz brings warmth and steady insight to Nelly, the story’s quiet observer, while Matt Blanks
delivers a poised and empathetic Edgar Linton. Alena Carhart shines as Isabella Linton, capturing her
vulnerability with precision, and David Cater brings fierce energy to Hindley Earnshaw. Rounding out the
cast, Mark Jones (Lockwood) and Alison Gripentrog (Mary) contribute effectively to the story’s framing and
overall depth.

The musical’s impact is elevated by live music from a talented four-piece orchestra led by music director
John Crawley. The ensemble—Frances Duff (cello), Jim Anthony (clarinet), and Misty Rondeau (flute)—
creates an enchanting soundscape that perfectly complements the show’s dramatic and lyrical shifts.

The production is thoughtfully co-directed by Gripentrog in her directorial debut. Together, she and Martinez
shape a focused vision that keeps the pace tight and the stakes high throughout. Stage manager Sara
Hassinger and lighting designer Jack Cook also contribute to the show’s polished and professional look.

Catch this gripping one-act musical adaptation at the Bebe Theatre from November 13–16.

Tickets available at:
https://doggedutopia.simpletix.com/

Note: For a special treat, you can see some of songs from the show by clicking:
Here
and:
Here

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NO2mw2LMbtZLc5skL5LgCcm89B02JKMYo5ecEpZ4BAopKUeb7zRWSvgGmYrOJYhlK5FTteIN0TTC0uYIkcSD7Wx_oCx43qvBSnQtv1EhUi6qDnmCBMYHChSof8MfzQ8D6Wa1ir_QO7r5s4x8gmoUJIHNE1YefKlLBMBiKcWO3OGrtSvQoZT4_ODLhycmEH_wRImFPa5FZvsv8xfIrLWa--1exV6cFbTobH7ZO4USjs_oG_wBOz-3IUCYbhVzVnLOF1YuNp1R6Hmy5cPtMEJhWk5pgAiHJm6yibvquhOP_Qpyzqcxn-RIKM1-gCh7Hk3hW-M10EkgMwECIioiR_a_bU7f69t92yNSYIc7crtItlbi1JQP83kD3yMQ==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOzQzqbrghvoRSDT2zrXido6BCGOj1KWkaAOSNp76vqBpYcgwP9Pb_c7HTUCcgqrJZ89XAsiuab28S3Q1PYjCtNnxzj5aoD2eS95q0fAW2wg9_jrMeI4OEADi3-9EYxYLAjwKn66BuAq2-kDeqE28V4GE9OEE_3ajeHUOVjz_KBypjl1w9CnrYmQ==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOtIxDY4g0NPOFhiW0KpVsFJqmgqvWzm6xaRe1hxR6Z20h2qx8XUpvwMxgDTDQgElZpr20apkUresOfhRUH6_fnNyqms0TKmJvOlSopqctH0_wmUq0MCl9cNiXWiODkwNqKXMI3Qmw2HjRs5-ELqkBwV-kE4lt1lRlzuwEa8Hkv4m1QJor20Z63Q==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


C. Review: RECONSTITUTION, a World Premiere That Brings History to Life
By Blaine Greenfield — Chief Encouragement Officer (CEO), BLAINESWORLD

Note: This critique is based on a rehearsal two nights before opening. It is hard to imagine the show being
even better, yet it surely will be once it officially opens.

RECONSTITUTION is a clever and energetic new comedy that takes a simple classroom assignment and
turns it into a wild trip through American history. One moment the students are joking around. The next they
are channeling the Founding Fathers and wrestling with big questions we still face today.

This world premiere at the Black Mountain Center for the Arts blends sharp humor with just the right
amount of thoughtfulness. Performances run November 14–16. If you enjoy fast pacing, spirited young
performers and a creative look at the Constitution, this one is worth seeing.

Writer and producer Mitch Emoff has come up with a fun premise. A prank causes an electrical surge that
suddenly drops Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, Patrick Henry and James Madison into the bodies
of four very surprised teenagers. That sets off a lively debate that jumps between 1787 and today. Topics
like freedom of religion, the right to bear arms, the three-fifths compromise and free speech all get their
turn. So do modern distractions such as social media and the complicated world of classroom friendships.

Beneath the comedy are sincere questions about how we deal with the imperfections in our institutions.
The play invites you to consider what compromise looks like, who gets included and how old ideas hold up
in a changing world.

Cast

The show features a strong ensemble of young talent.

Georgia Bordean (Larissa/George Washington) is engaging throughout.

Nicholas Dziak (Christopher/Benjamin Franklin) makes an impressive professional debut.

Eska Garrison (Mia/Patrick Henry) brings confidence and energy to her role.

Abner Merithew (Brent/James Madison) displays much enthusiasm.

And John Hall (Mr. Vincent), the lone adult on stage, is excellent as the classroom teacher.

The remaining cast members help make the classroom feel authentic. Alice Crandall, Emily Kramer,
Mirabel Landin, Zeneida Leitner and Maris Stevenson all give believable performances.

Creative Team

Emoff (Playwright/Producer) has created a play that audiences of all ages will find relevant, thought-
provoking and fun.



provoking and fun.

Lucy O’Brien (Director) guides the production with clarity and humor. This marks her first directing work
outside an educational setting and she handles it with assurance. She is ably assisted by Bordean
(Assistant Director/Stage Manager) and by Rachel Cort (Lighting Designer).

Be prepared for an entertaining time in the theater, but be forewarned. Very few seats remain.

At Black Mountain Center for the Arts from November 14–16.

Tickets available at:
https://tinyurl.com/3ba8v2em

Note: For another special treat, you can see some clips from the show by clicking:
Here
and
Here

D. I hosted two BLAINESWORL webcasts this past week. They can be viewed and/or heard by clicking:
https://www.blainesworld.net/

(1) 11.10.2025 - Bill Hemmig, Author

(2) 11.11.2025 - George Pappas, Attorney

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOU3dimayBAo01xbOFKnGxFkNLn5k--L8GJBcVQCVldPpf8PH7501Ri57exo6fYSzQL4SUhX7NfuicOWLsA5kzcCtc3bxZgO05&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOR9tB1Dqb899sBDvDqgzgygHjUC3KTNeg7z97akbaD4nPa7SfsdBBPq7fU6_YqdxdS5aNEWCqHrJeU-Ksohsn8o2sn0TUMrgrf0M0-LZ90KNpuFydP5rCv-NPk2a9RaWy5N4kuxJ3BDffh1iPqq_SPLvzJUJIJMdix9tL7bI1dE0KtM_f1A998Q==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOU1lu6H47kkqvY6VLsf7zV6m0A5MD_bXEC-0MaDuMA1SSh0MbivHTnmGd9fM2WOx78LqDi41XoxCVG6U5qqlrZrylz6L00OziSCxR1uJtykKNzN7ZgsgJsmbFr40GkUsJ7pp83PtW4gpTgHRwo85w-tRIQPNtIPoGatgddmmwePyGuDGBKGA9zQ==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


E. Announcing this week's ....

**** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****

It goes to Fisherman's Friend--manufacturers of menthol cough suppressant lozenges.

To quote from the company's website:
Not just for Fishermen – generations around the world know and love Original Extra Strong as their trusted
relief from even the toughest symptoms of coughs, sore throats, and congestion!

They’re available at CVS, Walgreens, Rite Aid, Walmart, Kroger, most regional grocery stores, and on
Amazon.”

They work very well!

For more information, click:
https://fishermansfriend.com/en-us

(Thanks, Cappy Tosetti, for recommending this excellent product.)

2. Cynthia's Corner
Romping as a Spiritual Practice

Bodhi (Blaine’s and my new dog) has a sacred ritual. When we go for a walk, he romps with joy. He
explores every bit of the earth, smelling and eating most of what he encounters. He runs after a toy as if it
were alive, and his bouncing around with it makes it look alive. Bodhi lies on his back with his belly
exposed to the world, declaring that he feels safe. Tired from all the romping, he is ready for a rest.

His days move between the excitement of play and exploration and the calm of rest.

He also loves to romp inside, as you can see when you click this link:
Here

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NO_RGPBl6TKbP7Z7p0CU3E9oWpIiYdagBHbu8V-54DdVLx-Utv1J86ya2qho-SnJ4BlAXFyTUn3sYf5MteHa_-CmWiBhgY4JxoGRdQf_Mj5cDH6at1AoD3OjgPI0WBuKsUnUTCb47daC9tWh3xprAJThkDpH7NvrNrQJhTCQ_w22qvIEn_edce7g==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


Here

(You can also see a picture of him romping at the bottom of this week's column.)

What a way to live!

Watching him, I realized that somewhere along the way, we adults learned to hold back. We worry about
looking silly. We worry about being “productive.” Yet joy is not childish. Joy is holy. It is a reminder that we
are alive.

OK, so maybe my body cannot romp like Bodhi does. He is a year and a half old. But what about the joy
and fun? That is always possible.

So maybe romping is a spiritual practice.

A reminder to drop the weight we carry.

A reminder to be present.

A reminder that delight, too, is part of the soul.

Note: As always, please respond with your thoughts and/or reactions.

Warmly,
Cynthia (Greenfield)
cgreenfield1001@aol.com

3. Invites

A. Last chance to enter ... 

***** CONTEST #13 *****

One lucky reader will win a copy of:

It's a Yoga Party! 2nd edition

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NO_RGPBl6TKbP7Z7p0CU3E9oWpIiYdagBHbu8V-54DdVLx-Utv1J86ya2qho-SnJ4BlAXFyTUn3sYf5MteHa_-CmWiBhgY4JxoGRdQf_Mj5cDH6at1AoD3OjgPI0WBuKsUnUTCb47daC9tWh3xprAJThkDpH7NvrNrQJhTCQ_w22qvIEn_edce7g==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbMniuMJujbJdWHzvnZV4N3ezhAjnMUuXCpc0cmi8LY3X4TM4LlCLtCLg5RCLwOXAuhBCAh_HPwL593nj5rOK_3p5V2WEy-fr2NtOcKL_TTbYmZXKdctoiyT5z3W5qVFnRVMHd8SJ4kUcNuChi65vjSrK5RYVmSO7O50I2GN45ze20NNTH8HVtBOqeA5gWu6HRMLHQa5e1oFqHLLYu4DPKREK4Rr6kiXOc0bOcYtjtX5SmB-j8QyGekjBjlupX0va-47sLtNEMhak=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


It's a Yoga Party! 2nd edition

By Nancy Gannon

Kids love doing yoga! Read this story and follow the adventures of four friends who do yoga together. Like
them, you can move your bodies and keep them in tip-top shape. During yoga, you pretend to be animals,
stand like towering trees, slither like snakes, and act like brave warriors. It’s a fun way to keep healthy.

With the fun story come 28 colorful pictures, making it easy to follow along and have a blast. Yoga also
helps you enjoy and connect with nature, becoming aware of its colors and beauty. So, grab a copy of It’s A
Yoga Party! and experience the exciting benefits of yoga.

To enter the contest, send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #13 in the subject line. Include
in the body of the email your name and mailing address, so that if you win, I can send you a copy of this
book. Entries must be received on or before the 9 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 17.

B. Want to be a guest on my BLAINESWORLD webcast? It can now be seen on YouTube or you can listen
to it on your favorite podcast player. 

I typically feature guests involved with theater, non-profit organizations, authors, performers or who are just
downright interesting.

Even if you've been a guest before, I'd welcome the opportunity to speak with you again. I now tape via
Zoom, usually in the early evening.

If you want to join me, let me know. Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com, if interested, and put WEBCAST in
the subject line. Include your email address and phone number. And for more information, click:
https://www.blainesworld.net/

C. I'm back on Facebook after having been hacked. If we are not currently friends there (or if we lost
contact because of the hack), please friend me by looking up: Blaine Greenfield. You'll see a picture of me
in a blue shirt with, naturally, my thumb up.

You can also find me by clicking:
https://www.facebook.com/blaine.greenfield.2025/

D. Are you interested in shows, movies, TV, etc.? ... If so, I encourage you to join a group I've formed on
Facebook that's called Entertainment. To do so, all you need to do is follow the instructions when you click:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245515070390413

 

4. FYI

A. Guilty of Ageism Toward Yourself? Why You Should Stop Saying “I’m Too Old”
By Stephanie Friedman

Ever told yourself you’re too old to do something? That kind of discouraging self-talk is common at any age:
Many of us convince ourselves it’s too late to learn a new technology at 70, start weight lifting at 60, or
change careers at 35. But where do those thoughts come from? And should we listen to them?

As you may already suspect, negative beliefs about our own aging are often the result of societal
messaging we’ve been receiving since childhood, and don’t necessarily reflect our individual abilities.
What’s more, research shows that — at least to an extent — viewing getting older through a positive lens
might be a self-fulfilling prophecy. The more we think about aging as a wonderful experience, the better our
health may be, potentially lengthening our lifespan.
 
“Research has suggested that people who adhere to ageist stereotypes could have shorter lives, although
the controlled studies on this have yet to be done (for obvious reasons),” Susan Whitbourne, adjunct
professor of gerontology at the University of Massachusetts, Boston, told Nice News. “However, there is
evidence that people who internalize ageist views are more likely to rate their mental and physical health as
lower than people who avoid falling prey to these stereotypes.”

Below, we’ll break down what self-directed ageism is, make the science-backed case for embracing every
birthday with positivity, and offer some words of wisdom from Whitbourne on how you can put that mindset
into practice.

For the rest of this enlightening article, click:
Here

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOqL_aj-t5jqCxQ_NPzDtjpSMgnc_TU8SsV2h3mer10xN-CJgvb66TG_yJVgDi4psZIADhhGTZSCODVTuVjwRUNQFZkGYG-ZzStRcOug6gSjrJgFYjwkCTTFC1NJjdiS7b3Wmw0YcrV0_XQ-ICVfwyUym7tKQ3xlSx45Ty2W2MOkmE99XCoiTgUOAbPoqbbwt8H31NwszjqnNFOsOJP-2KVlz6GQEQ-5VvV40NFInPt0Sb0zJ2P2MHetPPGIkW9QX-7mQjOGw5273HtKxZJQwmVu_ZSNeB-9OTvdrBdf772XqohfeBTJwbks4sGISc4PFxEOmX0fBMYOTN7RehrjV58FJr-caRjkBSkMEPMn1fXq93npJOfeVV4VYigj2Ge3ZKIO2AwTPqKDdZbMbEAjuLqiVqq6CBE2pz2EHJNyqBeXljUgTxbOqbHA==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


Here

B. Stop taking melatonin as a sleep aid, say sleep doctors
Here

C. Psychologist who studies couples: The No. 1 thing that keeps relationships strong
Here

D. Holiday shoppers warned of new package delivery scam
Here

E. What Is the 3-2-1 Rule at Disney World, and Why Do Travel Experts Swear by It?
Here

 

5. Joke 1

When your pro is #1 at #2. (Thanks to Linda Williams for sharing.)

 

6. Reviews

A. Brothers Grimsby (Netflix)

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOqL_aj-t5jqCxQ_NPzDtjpSMgnc_TU8SsV2h3mer10xN-CJgvb66TG_yJVgDi4psZIADhhGTZSCODVTuVjwRUNQFZkGYG-ZzStRcOug6gSjrJgFYjwkCTTFC1NJjdiS7b3Wmw0YcrV0_XQ-ICVfwyUym7tKQ3xlSx45Ty2W2MOkmE99XCoiTgUOAbPoqbbwt8H31NwszjqnNFOsOJP-2KVlz6GQEQ-5VvV40NFInPt0Sb0zJ2P2MHetPPGIkW9QX-7mQjOGw5273HtKxZJQwmVu_ZSNeB-9OTvdrBdf772XqohfeBTJwbks4sGISc4PFxEOmX0fBMYOTN7RehrjV58FJr-caRjkBSkMEPMn1fXq93npJOfeVV4VYigj2Ge3ZKIO2AwTPqKDdZbMbEAjuLqiVqq6CBE2pz2EHJNyqBeXljUgTxbOqbHA==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOFYxZ3QygpyDpZONQMUQlLiwHUwUWe0P3DONMe3u3v_sB38qUhexVIn06Y5ZRjMaLn4DPAyqbxqDHI9OUy_KD4JgkWh1FyMQm8tPq2_3h5iw1Sjf1l9I5qE1N5u9GKXcbiNO21nZAK2jrtiDBBUA3GsSRqedzXfjf_cmcEDPzqMbjUIBuslh70D3jyGmDvawN6u5kVjKkAt_oosMdLvt0XtxOXZRBh2C5OLiAcCv--xtZcentxmqRfAgyk5OGKjVzLoypi_Ens6ev8jqQPkSU3CRTH8meSsPNBLzNfY5sBNAZzFxy96wU0lKnixA3bciB9WzMePX47NmQ6yTkQ2IOzeWWg9PThnAZfJCgE1MWwfGPltgrqgna6AAOevmmdqWJQ57OZlCLzoE=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOwI9Rb2DAgHsDADVBFjPMw9nrvEXM6ETgVsV23Flnlsy60xWsqQdXDlDxB4MX6FWjSzscNSatiDGQQZlTPlxkTgUDFJTHosfbucjpjIaOl032PYW3HaKDyO0OIiKsATebHCpH1UoFBP9-WsnXYm6XBtbOFGq4BUUBfOuxTF6LQhypNdZ21eg79C-gKRR-dOgMcDBWvNlqVIFT_6kZmHa7riJutphnP69sdrkuz5orasSDYXXnDAdOQX4FKHYTdELfS-Qagv8WCOC6d0b5AwXLWe6d_RJuP17Zp_bf8BIExV6bX0Zag29c1A==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOQFutGVe-k0RQhlhWIt8kF71BvJktYCu3qkVMI8xbfKbz2fsg4pn_crk2fJWDAyqAOLJHyBbQcVzKkXLaeXvUHEtS9mdzHr73cQqJwnFc7YpkqM8G7yT5Glc1ZBMPQMaHA-CJrf_Dd65QeoGCh0TSBoaxfiRStyLZwhj3U2qRVMJIFHb6buqil67EwzrcQ5mdcQlpPAhMU9QYIu7m28vxoxhGdlHZ2o9KNl7Z2DUonZY=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOIQS1dz7FjPJ-5HnUA3I0M-UyZMHj8FtlxdXkjsfwgFeTPziZGrmDZhFcGB5wW9XMrYYG-KG7YMcccYx4qNcRWQpGxAf81E_N35KQHHSrV_YJRTspkYqIhI7t4McGlVo22xh8Srk6WKPn9eHPd9mhYTozkxiziVZhPlE2pzcGKZXJ4YHeRFLmiA==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbxn_RS_g1kcdWssFbPmhsYauX3cs9Xxs_8mDnCatXYIFa9Un2aSc1QqQpjIvOTQUcRIBolG4yz1MfLU0VXGXly5MOlg_Kiy28KflyT2vNAesPA0cr4nw6WUQOsnVQO4ZM5KxbnWfH-hBjfNUMhjz1QzmBhgN8pOQ8lbJ2E1sDqAAZ5PQvJ3hYPsS75waXJzUfWywdey8jeIByAk-epUJ71-JFa-uXXjKqP4oJrOLWHEBJ1gB0yx_SvSlHDDP6xJq42f5IXz_G8FY=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbNhK-RSuwsf2lMYV9YB9Ro6-HiCVwTfMVY6kiJabxjlqicY-gdDwQQS33SGxB4zRUYxXoLv45d6zhwWkUlR4wG22tVLcUrn8WLNsHvh0HJct_2URbvNUT6SoicHfrrxKH3GVbNWBL5JkGhH7JY8x5XyDf-xCrJl6onUcWYd3s4gf2aw00TWJezALoH8r-MTYNf5354r0oi4lN-CsFrS7ObM5KoUiw2k2NBYe0i5TVw9kX5wFuqdfjVm27VI8KD1HU9eK8721ah7o=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


A. Brothers Grimsby (Netflix)
Brothers Grimsby is an over-the-top action comedy that mixes crude gags with frantic energy. The story
follows a dimwitted but well-meaning soccer fan who reconnects with his long-lost brother, now a deadly
secret agent. The film leans heavily on shock humor, and while much of it lands only so-so, a handful of
moments are genuinely hilarious and hard not to laugh at. Sacha Baron Cohen stars, along with Mark
Strong, Rebel Wilson, Penélope Cruz. Overall, it’s only fair. MPAA rating: R. (Thanks to Tom Gallagher for
the recommendation.)

B. The Bishop's Wife (Amazon Prime)  
The Bishop’s Wife (1947) is a gently charming holiday fantasy about faith, love and the dangers of getting
too caught up in one’s own ambitions. Cary Grant shines as Dudley, the elegant angel who visits a weary
bishop and subtly helps him rediscover what truly matters in life, while David Niven plays the bishop, and
Loretta Young plays his devoted wife. The chemistry among the three leads lends the film a warmth and
timeless appeal, even if some of its pacing and sentimental moments feel rooted in its era. Ultimately, it’s a
delightful, old-Hollywood gem that still brings a glow of hope and kindness. MPAA rating: G.

Note: What we did not like: The many commercials. Even though we pay for Prime, we find the many
breaks annoying. And make it a point to try to avoid this streaming platform as a result. .

 

7. TV Alert

A. The Seduction (HBO, HBO Max)
Scratch your Bridgerton itch with this sexy six-episode drama from HBO — a French-language adaption of
the 18th-century novel Les Liaisons Dangereuses (which also inspired the 1988 film Dangerous Liaisons).

B. One to One: John & Yoko (HBO, HBO Max)
Add this documentary directed by Academy Award–winning filmmaker Kevin Macdonald, 58 (One Day in
September), to the growing opus of Beatles-related films and specials.

C. The American Revolution (PBS, PBS App)
Getting excited for America’s 250th anniversary next year? Light the fire ahead of time with this 12-hour,
six-part documentary from Ken Burns, 72, Sarah Botstein, 53, and David Schmidt on the founding of our
nation and the myriad diverse men and women who played a vital role. 

D. 59th Annual Country Music Association Awards (ABC, Hulu)
Live from Nashville’s Bridgestone Arena, country music’s biggest night (and the longest-running music
awards show on television) will be hosted for the second year in a row by nine-time CMA winner Lainey
Wilson. Vince Gill, 68, will receive the CMA Willie Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award, while Wilson,
Morgan Wallen, Chris Stapleton, Cody Johnson and Luke Combs will vie for Entertainer of the Year.

E. he Beast in Me (Netflix)
Let’s face it, the past few years without new episodes of Homeland and The Americans haven’t been easy
for TV junkies. Fortunately, the stars of those hit shows — Claire Danes and Matthew Rhys, 50 — are not
only back but teaming up for this twisty cat-and-mouse thriller series about a grieving, shut-in author
(Danes) and her sketchy new neighbor (Rhys), who may or may not have murdered his wife.

F. Malice, Season 1 (Amazon Prime)
In this six-episode series, David Duchovny, 65, and Game of Thrones alum Carice van Houten play a
wealthy couple, vacationing in Greece with their three young children, who make the fateful mistake of
hiring a darkly charming British tutor (Jack Whitehall, Jungle Cruise). 

 

8. Joke 2
 

He wanted a stiff dwink, not a stiff sentence. (Thanks to Jonathan Berg for sharing.)

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbOnTamnuzun_9qV6LYzjhhxftT5-o3kiZvCZZBeP0V8p3hw6_9X9utjFv57mTvq-q6plqRKeBX4sy0q0nBr1HGJtmnapE2gSd-xGwg0jUEqKc9MTVXflrlyIwLnXTEoS1AiUZeoD6gByuWMSsPSfqHs7dQ66dlmL7ymQKPr_cGLH46RDlYNtji0B-zw9BO_v4Hlc2KALbsMuawXBwDW8HiZBZPbOWl5xcRnIYc2OX_08YYBEn-c7qb_Rtr3XlRvE1NtaDIjRT_dQ=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbRjxqdD5S7SDwpJsZPupefKwnKNZz54y7k5NKM7RPN_Fgxx6hL6kQG-0-x9fb0IMGr1wU_424mVOL-J7xbobJM0E2IbuZf2ttGOzvfL-WKMhdX9IyM9Hi2M0FS4VPZ_gGolUVAfeCjbMIUIerMw9x7beXUC21gY7CpjzQQdP_FXAuOL4-ZUX_aLppMekNYRAyGO2mFy-X6F5ZLlnxvf_iLkKBSTuwjiP58cAv5dh9ZK9dGKz11mveEFOt5onLSIH3R83ZQr99Xg8=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


9. Clips/Websites

A. The Turtles are arguably the greatest rock group of all time!

(1) Their recording of "Happy Together" proves it

(2) As you may know, I welcome clips of them and/or others singing this classic song. For example, this
week, you can see Wendy Miller's ukulele cover by clicking:
Here

Click the description that follows the above for both the chords and words. And don't forget: If you sent me
your rendition of this classic song, I'll feature it in an upcoming issue of this missive. Send to:
bginbc@aol.com and put THE TURTLES in the subject line.

Note: Feel free to submit your choices for greatest recording artists, music, etc. I'll try to run what you send
me in in section 8C (below). 
 
B. Video of the week

Jesus Christ Superstar, the movie
Free with ads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-gxZkHxM-4&list=RDo-gxZkHxM-4&start_radio=1
 
C. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:

(1) Jekyll & Hyde: Bring on the Men, one of my favorites
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArcuRm8GCrw

(2) Howard Smith: Hymns (11.16.2025)
https://www.facebook.com/hs.smith.73/videos/1354228729623134

(3) Neil Ratner Rock Doc: Patti Smith
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1501467344487202

(4) Thanks, Neil, for the above. It got me to revisit Smith's "Gloria." Your many fans and friends can do the
same by clicking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJQidcoROoo

(5) These pets deserve an actor—and so does the kid!
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQnvk6FDi2F/
(Thanks to Donnie Roland for sharing.) 

(6) Tom Lehrer: “(I’m Spending) Hanukkah in Santa Monica”
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMqG41EMlSb/ 
 
D. Here's a website that you might want to check out:
Tic-Tac-Toe
Play a version of the simple games of X's and O's by clicking:
https://playtictactoe.org/

E. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please click: 
https://www.blainesworld.net/.

F. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends there, please feel free
to send me an invite by clicking: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092574177872.

 

10. Technology Tip

These Are the Privacy and Security Settings to Change on Your iPhone
By Jacob Roach

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcb27xgdEK0k98kd7ZuHBR4G_oD1_Z1NSyW82JuV3TZlBiVR9rRhOlUFDHrZkDA3WL-vvmzB243_qlglGbN50vuVh31-m3tuFUeClM3ra_om6V88AI4AKhIm-JjEDcjBH5rmTaVTXsfH3vC6bHAppgpsi8iu0g4ZOgyi9JdzNa3I1pSUejzfHN8Rh82KZZ9u_quyZ_MU6odP4GWFc9r65gZMWLjQ93Dg_4wg4XAH1MA1CIURSzDUqy5hYpMOSO3pT4XCghhqxnf5ts=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NOFGExJt1pQgKisDtZWFG_CEP8zlgZGocknDL0HLYy_MhXzKKlfvavPKzAy8cOXEZxUAzr1Fsxzboh12gl1u-AkOHiU1jMbqk5oEKw-vr_IfrYaZy4Pk8X6KwB6YQz7dc0PF2hrP3gyk1DL0gu47Fu2x1RBmzmfxvx4x6oSvJ_U1FmwRYkHSEQhw==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7Xa16gx76Y1bco1an5oc0mEi4Tm-dOrUKt55klIV3rV3lK27j_7nGCJ1-14F1MIt3yMN5YAi0DiB0i5FtxNhbkUZMkcm0M3Kq4nJtA5HJZuiWO_8TSxcJSfk=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbE-A8q3lTMaIGwqDBYHKcoJOPL8YRG9Ha6EedsEXffyoaUt2mEXtKOKiS1-nAyoZRfS8wsnj5qLKlYoGhuKRIhK-JddIieHtZgNW5xwzfecog9IGxt1KNG6MMFqQNRGuDnBs0BCHILI6sUWTWNiO-Hic0_vJW4nCVHWqlcjC6AtBBeoBnfLRv2AVyUBM18Ow6cZw_n0Fj0AHb7B7lVTY0_pHoiYbPAxJWzd3IWVEdmXHPmfqv7Ut-uyoMfgfRtyF8c5kN5avaK4s=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


By Jacob Roach

The iPhone has a lot of settings to bolster your privacy. Apple, despite collecting a decent amount of your
data, gives you more control over your privacy than your average gadget, mobile or not, but many of these
settings are turned off by default.

It's easy to change that. You can lock down your location sharing, app sharing, and targeted advertising, as
well as enable features that will help you find your device if it's lost or stolen. All of the settings I’ve rounded
up are based on the latest iOS 26 version, which debuted shortly before the release of the iPhone 17. If
you have an older version of iOS, certain settings may be in a different location, but the majority of iPhones
should have access to most (if not all) of these settings.

iPhone Privacy Settings to Change
Privacy is personal, so you shouldn’t treat the settings I listed here as a checklist. Treat them as
suggestions. Your tolerance for data collection and the individual apps you have installed will largely dictate
what settings you need to change. And remember, there’s some level of privacy you have to give up with
any device connected to the internet, so although these settings will help your online privacy, they won’t
make you completely anonymous.

Turn Off App Tracking
 
You’ve undoubtedly come across an app asking to track you, which the iPhone, thankfully, lets you deny. If
you want to turn off all tracking, you can. By default, the iPhone allows apps to request to track you,
following you around other apps and websites to see what you’re doing. In the settings, you can
automatically deny app tracking requests whenever you install a new app.

Open the Settings app, swipe down to the bottom, and choose Privacy & Security. Choose Tracking, and
tick off the All Apps to Request to Track setting. You’ll also see any apps you’ve given tracking permission
to listed, and you can revoke those permissions if you want. 

For the rest of this informative article, click:
Here

 

11. Joke 3

The doc wasn't impressed that my Fitbit just set a personal best: 10,000 bites! (Thanks to Jimmy Ferraro
for sharing.)

 

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XfdzVpJfc0NO_BF7U7du3jylZu7apRKnTz7C_v1f2oLb0qv5IEhI7WDxnmGtQ8Q8Xd4PfnfFHzOwjbSMKeo0zOyiz5RlvO5kZiVLGt3Rx8oJD30AXDTXjpdtfyK8wmE-veLwL7j8a5ScgtaYHl8d2oGSPy4Zqlei1S-dIfHxYzQwrBAqBu7RNLf6ClQ-C5fQqjCAYxJixeIW2DiSP-koVHa6CVoPRjZ_dw==&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbYNYlr1Ni0G1J-GZJQaVmaRHmHESfm3E-pn6_DH4Dge2jwATsviC7cyjbeNfyCIxHgFhUfraA4GVOzRXOTp7ybkql_ohf_5-ZACBHdVEJL1LB6yPWnIsnTa9808jMyOPypGdcu-YMh4oBcgBl8wuVE4j7_XiRT2uWm3Cg1YCTd9jU6Gbgdo8SeO-1sns5rcBeIf9xtdwUuTj-ZvzupfYy2BKe2NNlh6kqXM8r_343QfyWhFKDR08elcGZo74RfPopvM5yZ_U_tX8=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


12. Two Quotes I Like
 

A. Thanks, Lenny Wilkens (1937-2025), for your career as an American professional basketball player and
coach. He has been inducted three times into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, first in 1989
as a player, as a coach in 1998, and in 2010 as part of the 1992 United States Olympic "Dream Team" for
which he was an assistant coach. He is also a 2006 inductee into the College Basketball Hall of Fame. For
more information about his life, click:
https://www.nba.com/news/hall-of-famer-lenny-wilkens-seattle-basketball-dies-obituary

B. Thanks, Sally Kirkland (1941-2025), for your career as an American actor, producer, and teacher. She
appeared in more than 250 film and television productions during a 60-year career. For more information
about her life, click:
https://www.tribtoday.com/obituaries/2025/11/actress-sally-kirkland-dies-at-84/

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGJX8xcjvi8eKrC009TBZCJ71HpZxsmOXl_ayRZYJ7agO6pgieY7XWRxsjkPnjcbfgIcTag_DvS5yCJkvoIzNzhyZRVcgPGrv08qUZ_RbwWeVR8OOrHUCFNl0-aVMaorr5V7Hi73D3yn0b-asRcC-ccodCuHwWw57H73zJQ3DgsSqS84fxcOl9dDR1XkE3RnZ37XAx33VlKbpDKkwJAHIGvCeIkXMhK5815pxyOOwhxyWrBeWO4LRAA3HRyvYIE8wVjHjhJbl97-3JurDrEYco6iIV65fKLtG1dFj4IBw3L8hvvcU_yA2cPQcvBZUrpYh3jQmnAQOyk=&c=LIjodppOdFjeR6TRmdL6hrk5ce4rJnZfX2nA4ttXLHtNNFUYBaU89A==&ch=LMIIuc0hYVsbCa90X8SMJpeQOkMqp2iGQF4KhpGKXkoLL9NaN-kfPw==


 

13. Thought For The Day
 

Pro tip: save time—pre-apologize at breakfast. (Thanks to Jonathan Berg for sharing.)

 
PS. Make it a great week!
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