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1. Reflections
Note: See Section 2 for a tip that could someday come in very
handy.
Also, if you're planning to read this via Facebook or Linkedin,
please be advised that you should continue to get your copy via
email due to the fact that you'll never miss it that way because
you may not have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely
event you're not already a subscriber, you can make sure you
never miss an issue by clicking:
Here
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Helped our friends Brian and Carole Biro pack up their home
in advance of their upcoming move. That's us (top photo) with one
of the "treasures" we found and (bottom photo) with our fellow
packers: front row, l-r: Cynthia, me, Annemarie Brown and Marvin
Sadovsky and rear row, l-r: Brian Biro, Carole Biro, Marcy
Gallagher and Tom Gallagher. For more pictures, please click:
Here
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(2) Saw a great holiday show at Jubilee, featuring (top photo)
David Novak--a storyteller extraordinaire. Not pictured: Paula
Hanke, the other part of the evening's entertainment, who blew us
away with her singing. Some of the others with us that evening
(bottom photo): front row, l-r: Darlene Kucken and David Wright
and back row, l-r: Me, a person whose name escapes me, Chris
Tye, Cynthia and Maureen Simon. For more pictures, please
click:
Here
And if you'd like to listen to David's stories, please click:
Here
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(3) Attended Chanukah Live, the Chabad House's extravaganza,
where we met Eric Weinberger at the Asheville Jewish Business
Forum booth. For more pictures, please click:
Here
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(4) Had a tasty dinner at Wild Wok in the Asheville Mall where we
received enthusiastic service from Peter.
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B. During the week, I was joined by two of my friends (Rock Eblen
and Jerome Sims) and saw the Attic Salt Theatre Company's
production of VANYA AND SONIA AND MASH AND SPIKE at 35
below. That's Jane Hallstrom (below), one of the stars. She was
excellent, as were all the other members of the talented cast:
Adam Jack Arthur, Christy Montesdeoca, Josephine Thomas,
Henry Williamson III and Amanda Hunt. Kudos, also, to Jeff
Catanese for his spot on direction.
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C. Mr. Curious here with some car questions here (if you know
anything about car repairs) ... Our 2003 Subaru Forester now has
158,000 miles. Though it has worked great, it is now
leaking antifreeze, and we will have to replace a gasket. It also
needs a timing belt. Both will cost around $2,500. ... We like the
repair shop, and I believe it is trustworthy. ... 1. Does what is
being proposed make sense? 2. It it were you, would you have
the repair work done? 3. Or should we just bite the bullet and get
rid of our Subaru, in order to buy a new or used car? 4. Any other
questions we should ask? ... Thanks, in advance, for any help you
may be able to provide.
D. Condolences to:
(1) The family of Ward Vinson on Ward's passing.
(2) The family of Sam Greenhalgh on Sam's passing.
(3) The Phillips family (Theresa, Ryan and others) on the passing
of Lindsey Phillips, Trinity Phillips' wife. To those wanting to help
the family out, please click:
Here
E. Congratulations to:
(1) Tony Medlin on his interview on WVLA. To view it, please click:
Here
Note: Even better, come see Tony in A CHRISTMAS CAROL if
you're anywhere near Baton Rouge, LA, this Dec. 10-13. For
more information, view the above link.
(2) Ray O'Brien on the publication of his new book, THE STORY
OF BUCKS COUNTY. It's a 352-page paperback with some 70
illustrations (drawings, photos, maps, etc.). It's now available on
Amazon,com, Barnes & Noble.com, and even eBay.com.
(3) Sharon Fahrer on the publication of her book, A HSITORY IN
SHALOM'VILLE: THE HISTORY OF ASHEVILLE'S JEWISH
COMMUNITY.
(4) Ryan Fallon on his new position; i.e., as a trooper with the
Pennsylvania State Police.
F. Reminders:
(1) Last chance to enter ...
***** CONTEST #25 *****
I have increased your odds. of being a winner of a book on CD.
Originally, I was just going to have one prize, but now there will be
several given to readers from a list that you will be sent. This is a
great way to catch up on books while traveling, exercising, etc.
Note: I ordinarily try to give out new books and CDs in contest,
but some of these may be "gently used" (meaning that I may have
listened to them once prior to reviewing them in this blog). In no
way will this take away from your listening enjoyment.
To enter: Put "CONTEST #25" in the subject line of an email and
send it to: bginbc@aol.com ... make sure you include your name
AND snail mail address in the body of the email ... all entries must
be received on or before 9 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 14.
(2) Come be my guest at the upcoming networking get together of
the Asheville Jewish Business Forum. (You don't even have to be
Jewish to attend.) It is slated for Monday, Jan. 4. Look for details
via email or email me at: bginbc@aol.com and put "FORUM" in
the subject line.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to several of the employees at Carolina
Cinemas in Asheville--my favorite movie theatre in the area.
The other day, we tried to get tickets for BROOKLYN (a very fine
film, by the way, that I reviewed last week). We were told they
were old sold out, but then Charlie Burchill--one of the assistant
managers--heard our disappointment. He offered to go to check
to see if there were any seats in the theatre. He did and quickly
came back to tell us that he found some available seats. It was
very nice of him to go out of the way like that.
We see another employee, Tom Everton, every time our tickets
are collected. He has a great smile and always greets us
enthusiastically. On our way out, he waves and often asks if we
liked the movie. It's a small thing, perhaps, but enhances our
enjoyment of having been to the movies.
Lastly, we met Will Apple (the new general manager) the other
day and were impressed with him, too. We especially liked
hearing about the fact that he has plans to improve the food that's
currently being served.
Back to Top
2. FYI
If you ever misplace your phone (and I have), see below for an
example of how to tape your name and numbers to the back. This
will help you get it returned, especially if you have any sort of lock
on your phone.
Note: Don't put your cell number on the back, in that this number
would be of no use to you. Consider putting your home number, if
you still have one, and/or the cell number of a spouse, significant
other, friend, etc.
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FYI, part 2
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:
Here
(1) Marty S. in PA: Loved the pictures-a happy group, indeed!
(2) How 'South Park' Perfectly Captures Our Era of Outrage. (3)
Julie S. in NC: Congratulations [on BLAINESWORLD #1000] and
thank you for sharing. (4) Bill K. in CA: Yep -- the problem with
"No problem." (5) Sandy B. in PA: Great issue! (6) Natalie K. in
PA: Congratulations on making the 1000 issue. (7) Pete D. in
NJ; Just wanted to offer our congratulations on your milestone of
1000 issues of BlainesWorld. (8) BJ L. in NC: The fish joke had
me on my ass. (9) Nancy W. in NC: LOVED your thought for the
day....very timely. (10) Terry B. in FL: Number 1001!!!! (11) Dan B.
in PA: Will the Blaine's World 2001 be a space odyssey? (12) Ray
O. in PA: Congratulations on your 1,000th issue. (13) For
Children, Dumbed-Down Phones May Be Smartest Option.
Back to Top
3. Joke 1
I love Adele''s reaction. To view it, please click:
Here
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4. Reviews
A. Saw THE NIGHT BEFORE, a comedy about three friends who
get together every Christmas Eve for a night of fun. Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Seth Rogen and Anthony Mackie are all OK in the
leading roles. The script, however, didn't do much for me. It just
wasn't very funny, and I got tired of both the stoner and drinking
humor. Rated R.
B. There's nothing new out for me to recommend, so instead let
met me suggest you find 1997's A TIME TO KILL. This is an
adaptation of John Grisham's bestseller about racial injustice and
intolerance in a small Southern town. I had read and enjoyed the
book, but had never seen the movie. It was fantastic. This was
Matthew McConaughey's first major role, and you'll see why he
soon became a big star. Samuel Jackson and Kevin Spacey also
head the cast. Rated R.
Note: I've just added it to my list of favorite films. If you haven't
seen this list and would like to get a copy, send an email to:
bginbc@aol.com and put FAVORITES in the subject line.
C. Read LIVE IT!: ACHIEVE SUCCESS BY LIVING WITH
PURPOSE (Grand Harbor Press) by Jairek Robbins.
The author, a performance coach and lifestyle entrepreneur, was
awarded the Congressional Award Gold Medal from the United
States Congress at the age of 23.
He has led an amazing life that has included circumnavigating the
globe on a ship, helping build schools and houses in multiple
countries, cage diving with great white sharks, encountering
silverback gorillas in Rwanda, and working as a volunteer in
underdeveloped regions. I liked how he shared his experiences in
this engaging book, as well as how he brought in the stories of
such equally captivating individuals as Nick Vujicic, Sister
Madonna Buder and Robert Marchand.
I also liked his idea of thinking about your Ideal Day vision and
working toward it each day.
As he notes: "This isn't a silly fantasy or another goal-setting
exercise; creating a vision for your ideal day will become the
linchpin for transforming your day-to-day reality."
D. Heard THE GOLD STANDARD; RULES TO RULE BY
(Hachette Audio), written and read by Ari Gold who, in reality, is
Jeremy Plevin.
It's a fun book to read, especially if you liked the Gold character in
the ENTOURAGE show on TV.
Many examples are given, and they are often bundled with such
rules as the following:
You Don't Have Any Power Until You Have All the Power
Happiness Can't Buy Money
Your Most important Product Is Heat
Though fictional in nature, THE GOLD STANDARD actually does
have several ideas that could be put into practice in virtually any
field.
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5. TV alert
A. ADELE LIVE IN NEW YORK CITY: Monday, Dec. 14, at 10
p.m. on NBC
Adele performs a set of her classic hits and new hits off the bestselling 25 release in a concert filmed last month at Radio City
Music Hall.
B. THE BIG BANG THEORY: Thursday, Dec. 17, at 8 p.m. on
CBS
Tonight's episode features a life-changing event in the relationship
of Sheldon and Amy. Bob Newhart also returns as the spirit of the
late "Professor Proton."
C. LUTHER: Thursday, Dec. 17, at 9 p.m. on BBC AMERICA
Iris Elba returns after a two-year hiatus to his Golden Globewinning role. Unfortunately, this is just a stand-alone movie about
a cannibalistic serial killer.
D. IMAGINE: JOHN LENNON 75TH BIRTHDAY CONCERT:
Saturday, Dec. 19, at 9 p.m. on AMC
Sheryl Crow, Peter Frampton, Willie Nelson, Kris Kristofferson
and the Roots remember the musical icon through his own songs
in a show from Madison Square Garden.
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6. Joke 2
NEWS FLASH: Statue of David returns to Italy after 3 years in the
USA!
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7. Clips/Websites
A. Check out these clips at your convenience:
(1) David N. in NC: Christmas In The Trenches by John
McCutcheon
Here
(2) Steven S. in FL; This is why Mechanics love to deal with
Women
Here
(3) Carole B. in NC: Downton Abbey For Text Santa - Part One
Here
and
Downton Abbey For Text Santa - Part Two
Here
(4) Amy S. in NC: RUN. HIDE. FIGHT.® Surviving an Active
Shooter Event
Here
(5) Nelson S. in NC: School lunches just like I remember them!
Here
B. If you're a TV junkie, here's where to get information about the
latest network, cable and even what's available via streaming.
This site provides a regular calendar of when the new shows are
coming, and a full forum for fans to discuss them.
TV Show Time
Here
C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to
view it, please click:
Here
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite
by clicking:
Here
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8. Technology tip
Zuzu W. in NC was complaining about the following: Have to
wonder about this sudden influx of friend requests from people
with brand new accounts and no friends in common with me at all.
Why this happens, according to Facebook: By default, anyone on
Facebook can add you as a friend. If you'd like to change who
can send you friend requests:
1. Click in the top right of any Facebook page and select Settings.
2. Click Privacy in the left column.
3. Click Edit next to Who can send you friend requests?
4. Select an audience from the dropdown menu.
Note: You might miss some requests from folks who have seen
your posts and liked them. However, the trade-off (of less
requests from those you don't know) might be worth it.
Back to Top
9. Joke 3
Dr. Phil was conducting a group therapy session with four young
mothers and their children on his TV show. "You all have
obsessions," he observed. "You are obsessed with eating," he
said to the first mother. "You've even named your daughter
Candy." She hung her head in shame....He turned to the second
mom. "Your obsession is with money: Again, it manifests itself in
your child's name, Penny." She gave a resigned nod. ... He told
the third mom. "Your obsession is alcohol. This, too, manifests
itself in your child's name, Brandy." She looked at her girl with a
tear in her eye. ... But before Dr. Phil could say another word, the
fourth mother gets up, takes her boy by the hand and says,
"Come on Dick, we're leaving."
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10. A quote I like
"Before you speak ask yourself if what you are going to say is
true, is kind, is necessary, is helpful. If the answer is no, maybe
what you are about to say should be left unsaid."-- Bernard
Meltzer (1916-1998), United State radio host of "What's Your
Problem?" for several decades in both Philadelphia and New York
Note: Cynthia G. in NC heard someone add the following--and
she liked it: "Will it improve on the silence?"
Back to Top
11. Thought for the day
Amen--and awomen, too!
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following NC events in full, please click:
Here
(1) A spectacular professional production of the full original
Nutcracker ballet. (2) Vic A. in NC: Saw All IS Calm tonight [at NC
Stage]. (3) Michael Reno Harrell will be performing at Buffalo
Nickel.
_____________________________
PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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