#1213
12.16.2019
In this issue
1. Reflections
2. FYI
3. Joke 1
4. Reviews
5. TV alert
6. Joke 2
7. Clips/Websites
8. Technology tip
9. Joke 3
10. A quote I like
11. Thought for the day
12. Advance planning department
1. Reflections
If you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be advised that you will get it
quicker if you get it via email. Another advantage: You'll never miss it that way because
you may not have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're not already
a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put
SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.
______________________________
A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I:
(1) Loved MIRACLE IN BEDFORD FALLS, a musical version of IT'S A WONDERFUL
LIFE that we saw at SART with our friends Marvin Sadovsky, Annemarie Brown and
Marcy Gallagher. The show that featured a stellar cast including Shane Dinan, Chelsey
Lee Gaddy Mirheli, Timothy Wilds, Rebecca O'Quinn (who also did the choreography),
Lara Hollaway, Matt Edwardsen, Anneleise Henry, Matthew Harper, Dwight Chiles,
Connor Evans, and William and Kyrstin Ezzell, among many talented others. ... In
addition, kudos to Pem Price Tomaselli and Misty Theisen, respectively, for their
outstanding direction and music direction.

(2) Got a kick out of NOT QUITE KOSHER COMEDY, an evening of many laughs
produced and emceed by Jason Scholder (top photo). Randy Robins (bottom photo)
was one of several comedians who were all terrific. And as always, it was great to
bump into our friend Barbie Angell (also in the bottom photo)

(3) Met our new neighbors, Chris and Susan Wright, for a delicious dinner at The Local
Joint.

B. I'm a bit sad here after having seen THE 10TH ANNUAL BERNSTEIN FAMILY
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR, in that it was the final year of the of this holiday
spectacular that I've had the pleasure of seeing a bunch of times over the years. ... I
had a blast at this year's show due to the comedy, dancing and singing antics of cast
members Tracey Johnston-Crum, Glenn Reed, Erik Moellering, Sarah Felmet and
Darren Marshall. Kudos to Lucia Del Vecchio for directing and serving as the head
writer, as well as to Deanna Braine for stage managing (and performing, too) and
Elizabeth Evens for her choreography and costume design efforts.

C. I had a fun time at Asheville Community Theatre's holiday party.

D. Catch four guests in my BLAINESWORLD show on WPVM ... in top photo: Leah
Craig Fieser, Executive Director, Brother Wolf Animal Rescue (start to 25 min. mark);
John Crutchfield, Associate Artistic Director for The Sublime Theater and Press (25-51
min.mark); and Dawn Marie Westmoreland,
Consultant/Speaker/Author/Mentor/Podcaster on Workplace Bullying & Discrimination
at Dawn Westmoreland Consulting LLC (51 min. mark to end). You can view these
guests by clicking: Here. ... in bottom photo: Andrew Gallant, acting teacher, actor,
director and playwright, and Susanna Souza, actor. You can view this show by
clicking: Here.
Note: Special thanks to Grail Moviehouse for sponsoring the above. To find out what's
currently playing, please click: Here.

E. Condolences to:
(1) Cheryl Soloff and family on the passing of Howard G. Soloff, Cheryl's father.
(2) Family and friends of Bill Parks on his passing.
(3) Jane L. Birnbach and family on the passing of Dr. Nettie Birnbach, Jane's mother.
F. Congratulations to:
(1) Patrick Fitzsimmons on his retirement from Mountain BizWorks.
(2) Matilyn Hull on her graduation from Appalachian State University.
(3) Kelli Brown Mullinix on being approved by the orientation committee for Local
Pastor . Future Rev. Kelli Mullinix - Class of 2020.
(4) Kay Galvin on her Tye Medical incontinence commercial. To view it, please click:
Here.
(5) Chris Allen on having his work featured in Shirley Braley's online photography
journal, "Dark Radiance," with his Death Valley series in Infrared, titled, "Transitions,
Transformations & Transmutations." You can see the full set of 14 images here:
Here.
G. Corrections:
(1) I wanted y'all to hear my friend Esten Torres' latest video, but I included a link to it
that did not work. Sorry about that. Please click below to now hear this fabulous
song: Here.
(2) In last week's BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD, I failed to include the names of the
two other folks who ably assist Stephen Nesbitt at Spring Mountain Lawn and
Landscaping: Dean Nesbitt, his father, and Nathan Nesbitt, his brother.
H. Invitations:
(1) That's me pictured below, giving out fudge samples at Kilwin's Chocolates, Fudge
& Ice Cream with my favorite customer (Cynthia, my beautiful bride, in top photo) and
my favorite boss (Marcy Gallagher, owner of the business, in bottom photo). ... If you're
looking for a fantastic taste sensation and/or gift this holiday season, visit the store at
26 Battery Park Ave, Asheville. ... And if you stop by this coming Monday, Dec. 23, or
Tuesday, Dec. 24, from 1-4 p.m., you'll even get to see me hard at work!

(2) There's still time to enter ...
***** CONTEST #26 *****
One lucky reader will win an attractive 2020 calendar from Germany--compliments of
my German friend Michael Glaesser. To enter the contest, send an email
to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST #26 in the subject line, then include your name
and mailing address in the body of the email. ... All entries must be received by 9 p.m.
on Monday, Dec. 23.
(3) Please feel free to continue spreading the word that our Biltmore Lake home
remains for sale. You're also welcome to take a look at it yourself. For more
information, please click: Here.
***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD *****
This week, it goes to Brad Owen--Director of Special Events at Asheville Buncombe
Community Christian Ministry (ABCCM) and the driving force behind that group's
successful Return to Bethlehem extravaganza. He managed to coordinate the efforts of
some 150 individuals, including yours truly, along with many live animals. Also helping
to make the event the success were Rev. Scott Rogers, ABCCM Executive Director;
Kisha Blount, Marketing & Special Events; and Holly Beveridge, owner of Studio HB,
for her marketing and graphic design support. ... Immediately afterward, Brad
coordinated the Christmas Angel project, in which 1,000 Christmas dinners were given
away. ... And in his spare time, he is getting ready to direct a play he wrote
(VIRTUALLY IN LOVE), which will run from Jan. 31-Feb. 9 at Brevard Little Theatre.
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2. FYI
Miss Virginia Wins Miss America 2020
What's soooo cool was what she did in the talent competition that helped her win the
crown. To see it for yourself, please click: Here.
For more information about her victory, please click: Here.
FYI, part 2
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click: Here.
(1) Terminally Ill at 25 and Fighting Fake News on Vaccines. (2) Where the Frauds Are
All Legal. (3) The Four Secrets of Success.
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3. Joke 1
Mark Twain invented this game years ago when he said, "Get your facts first, then you
can distort them as you please." (Thanks, David Joe Miller, for sharing.)
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4. Reviews
A. Saw ELVIS & NIXON via Amazon Prime. It is a quirky comedy about the morning in
1970 when the King of Rock 'n Roll showed up on the lawn of the White House to
request a meeting with the most powerful man in the world. Michael Shannon is
interesting as Presley, though he doesn't much resemble him. Kevin Spacey, before his
fall from fame, is quite believable as Nixon. Rated R.
B. Saw MR. ROOSEVELT via Netflix. Noël Wells wrote, stars and directs this dramedy
about a 25 -year-old struggling comedian who returns to her college town of Austin,
Texas, to deal with a loved one who has fallen ill. While there, she is forced to stay with
her ex-boyfriend and his new, improved girlfriend. It's a very watchable film that has me
looking forward to what's next from Wells. Not rated, but appropriate for anybody over
the age of 16.
C. Kay Galvin: Saw the film "Dark Waters" today. Terrific performance by Mark Ruffalo.
DuPont poisoned all of us to varying degrees with the particular chemical they
developed to create Teflon. They essentially got a metaphorical slap on the wrist when
one takes into account their profits. Excellent film.
D. Steven Darter: I agree, both Marriage Story and Irishman were great. Of the two,
Marriage was our favorite.
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5. TV alert
A. A HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS WITH IDINA MANZEL: Sunday, Dec. 22, at 9 p.m.
on CBS
This special promotes adoption from foster care. Adam Lambert, Ne-Yo and Kelly
Rowland also perform.
B. WORLD'S WILDEST WEATHER: Six-hour marathon begins at 11 p.m. on Tuesday,
Dec. 24, on Weather Channel
See folks facing Mother Nature at her meanest.
C. DEADLY HOLLYWOOD OBSESSION: Movie premiere on Saturday, Dec. 28, on
Lifetime at 8 p.m.
A high-school tutor gets close to her famous boss until she becomes a target for his
deranged stalker.
D. FLIRTY DANCING: Series premiere on Sunday, Dec. 29, on Fox at 8 p.m.
Singles attempt to connect on the dance floor.
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6. Joke 2
Long live and prosper. (Thanks, Chuck Schwing, for sharing.)
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7. Clips/Websites
A. Video of the week
Bettina Yiannakourou: Poland Delivers The Best Christmas Ad You'll See This
Year: Here
B. And also check out these other clips at your convenience:
(1) THE SHIRELLES - Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow, one of my all-time
favorites: Here
(2) Linda Williams: Dog dance party (scroll down until you get to YouTube clip): Here
(3) Chuck Schwing: Wishing all friends and family a wonderful holiday season: Here
(4) Natalie Kaye: Peter, Paul and Mary - Light One Candle (25th Anniversary
Concert): Here
C. ZergNet does not offer its original content; rather, it hosts the content from the best
publishers around the world. To check it out, please click: Here.
Among the recent posts were the following:
7 Foods That Could Be Making Your Spring Allergies Worse
Aldi Items That Are Completely Overprice
The Ending of THE LIGHTHOUSE Explained
D. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to view it, please
click: Here.
E. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet connected as friends
there, please feel free to send me an invite by clicking: Here
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8. Technology tip
To dive into Search in Windows 10, simply click the Search field at the left of the
Taskbar. The Search window shows you your most recent documents and other files as
well as your top apps. You can then easily click a recent file or top app to open it.
This is especially useful for finding a specific word or passage in one of your
documents. And to get even better results, use quotation marks if looking for
something specific. For example, you'll get better results if you search "Blaine
Greenfield" vs. Blaine Greenfield.
For more information about this important topic, please click: Here.
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9. Joke 3
If you're like me and you celebrate all holidays (more food, fun and friends that way),
HAPPY HANUKKAH!
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10. A quote I like
"Always borrow money from a pessimist. He won't expect it back."--Oscar Wilde
(1854-1900), Irish poet and playwright
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11. Thought for the day
The joys of aging! (Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)
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12. Advance planning department
To read about each of the following events in full, please click: Here.
A. NC events
(1) Ash Devine: Beginning Ukulele Workshop with Ash Devine. (2) Andrew Gallant:
Free Workshop in the Meisner Approach to Acting. (3) Ricky Boone: Ricky D Boon's
60 Birthday Show, Magic, Mirth & Meaning. (4) Sharon Lewis: The Long Run: Deep
River Presents The Eagles' 20 Greatest Hits. (5) Marc Cameron: CALENDAR
GIRLS.
B. PA/NJ event
Chakra Balancing Workshop with Lauren Nagy at Princeton Center for Yoga & Health.
_____________________________
PS. Make it a wonderful week!
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