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1. Reflections 

Note: See Section 2 for a fantastic tip on how to get people to 
smile when taking their picture.      
  
Also, if you're reading this via Facebook or Linkedin, please be 
advised that you will get it quicker if you get it via email. Another 
advantage: You'll never miss it that way because you may not 
have logged in for a day or two. And in the unlikely event you're 
not already a subscriber, all you need to do is send an email to: 
bginbc@aol.com and put SUBSCRIPTION in the subject line.  
______________________________ 

A. Cynthia, my beautiful bride, and I: 

(1) Spent some time in Mission Hospital. She first had 
arthroscopic surgery on both knees at the Asheville Surgery 
Center. The  purpose: To get them ready for stem cell therapy in 
three weeks ... All went OK, but when we got home, she was 
bleeding pretty heavily and in a lot of pain. So we turned around 
and went to Mission. After some four hours, she was finally 
admitted. ... She again saw her surgeon, Dr. Eglinton, the next 
morning, and he gave her some different drugs for the pain.  

Cynthia has had a rough time of it, but I'm hopeful that she is now 
on the road to recovery. In fact, I even have her singing the Gloria 
Gaynor classic, "I Will Survive." If you want to join in, just click: 
Here   

!   

(2) Were supposed to see ALL IS CALM: THE CHRISTMAS 
TRUCE OF 1914 at NC Stage with our friends Grant Randall and 
Ginny Plaisted. Unfortunately, Cynthia wasn't up to it, so instead 
our friend Emily Shaules went in her place.  

This was a superb production that starred Michael MacCauley, 
Catori Swann and Willie Repoley and also featured Cantaria, The 
Gay Men's Chorus of Asheville. Charlie Flynn-McIver's direction 
was spot on. Pictured (below on the left): Willie Repoley, Emily 
Shaules and Blaine Greenfield and (on the right): Blaine, Emily 
and Michael MacCauley. 

!   

Afterward, Grant and Ginny came back to our place where we 
brought Cynthia some excellent Chinese food from Oriental 
Pavilion. 

!   

B. I also got to join my friend Michael Martinelli for lunch at 
Kosta's Kitchen. He had been telling me for quite some time 
about the place, so I'm glad that I finally got to go there. The food 
was excellent, as so was the service we received from Elizabeth. 

!   

From there, we went to Flat Rock Playhouse where we saw the 
world premiere of CHASING RAINBOWS: THE ROAD TO OZ. 
That's us with (top left) Scott Treadway and (top right) Preston 
Dyar--two of the many amazing performers in the show, along 
with Misty Theisen (bottom) who played reed in the equally 
amazing band.  

We loved the show, and hope it becomes a big success on 
Broadway. Ruby Rakos, Ben Crawford and Micheal  Wartella 
were particularly noteworthy as, respectively, Frances Gumm who 
became Judy Garland, Frank Gumm and Joe Yule who became 
Mickey Rooney. And Jeff Whiting did a fine job with both directing 
and choreographing this musical.  

!   

C. Reminders: 

(1) There's still time to enter ... 

***** CONTEST #26 ***** 

One lucky reader will win an autographed copy of THE BROKEN 
CHRISTMAS TREE by D. W. Rigsby. This novel tells the story of 
12-year-old Danny, a boy growing up in hard times in Southern 
Ohio. He is particularly worried about his mom who seems to 
have given up on Christmas. I reviewed it in BLAINESWORLD 
#957 and liked it. 

To enter: Send an email to: bginbc@aol.com and put CONTEST 
#26 in the subject line. In the body of the email, please include 
your name and snail mail address. 

All entries must be received on or before Monday, Dec. 28, at 9 
p.m.  

(2) You're invited to the following event that you don't have to be 
Jewish to attend: 

Tips on how to network with total strangers will form the basis of 
the first meeting for the new year for the Asheville Jewish 
Business Forum. 

"Successful networking actually begins with YOU," reminds Philip 
Hendel who will lead the inter-active event at Strada Italiano 
Restaurant, 27 Broadway, Asheville, on Monday, January 4. 2016. 

You can park on the street. It is free after 6 p.m.; prior to that, 
metered rates apply. Or your best bet might be to use either of the 
two municipal garages on Rankin Street or at the Civic Center. 
The first hour is free. 

Registration and networking will begin at 5:30 p.m. with the 
program starting at 6 p.m. Those who attend will be able to 
practice their networking skills when the program ends from 7 to 
7:30 p.m. 

"Networking events offer an opportunity to introduce yourself and 
your business to a select targeted group of people," Hendel said. 
"These people are potential clients as well as potential sources of 
referrals. But there is a right way and a wrong way to do this." he 
cautions. 

Hendel will share the six most powerful words in networking along 
with the seven"do's" and the five "don'ts" of networking. 

Guests are always welcomed to attend the Jewish Business 
Forum events. Those who attend will be responsible for their own 
meal. 

Note: Please do plan to order something off Strada's menu and/or 
get a drink. So you can plan accordingly, here's the dinner menu: 
Here  
  
To register for the event: Please send an email 
to: ashevillejbf@aol.com and put JANUARY 4 in the subject line. 
In the body of the email, please put your name and contact 
information, along with how many others will be coming with you. 

For additional information, contact Blaine Greenfield, president of 
the Asheville Jewish Business Forum, via phone at 828.633.1049. 

D. Congratulations to: 

(1) Savannah Hayes on receiving her bachelor's degree from 
Mars Hill University. 

(2) Kenneth Shinozuka on receiving  the Ideagen Changing the 
World Award from the European Union delegation to the United 
Nations.  

(3) Allisone Weiss on the birth of her granddaughter Sophia 
Grace. 

(4) Kevin Jameson, president of the Dementia Society of America, 
for being cited in an article in MONEY magazine. To read it, 
please click: 
Here 

(5) Ami Pisano and Imran Farooqi on their engagement. 

(6) Ron Coleman for winning a historic first amendment victory in 
a trademark case. For more information, please click:  
Here 

***** BLAINESWORLD BEST AWARD ***** 

This week, it goes to Joe Hogate--a mechanic at Mike Byer Auto 
& Truck Repair in Asheville. 

As you may recall from a recent issue, I was having trouble with 
my 2002 Subaru Forester (pictured below with Joe). Many thanks 
to all the readers who graciously responded with suggestions on 
what I should do and, in particular, to both Bob Player and John 
Russo who suggested that I contact Joe. 

So I did and couldn't be more pleased with the results. Joe 
thoroughly checked out my car, then spent some 15 minutes 
showing me exactly what was wrong with it (while it was on the 
lift) and what needed work. I don't recall any mechanic ever doing 
that in such detail. 

He then reviewed my various options, not pressuring me in any 
way. 

I was so impressed that I decided to get the repairs (head gasket, 
radiator and battery, among other things) done right on the spot. 
Needless to say, I was delighted when Joe was able to get me a 
loaner vehicle at no charge, thus enabling me to drive myself 
home. And when I was notified that the repairs were done ahead 
of schedule, I was even happier. 

Kudos not only to Joe, but to everybody who worked on my car; 
Josh Gasperson, the friendly service writer; and to Mike Byer, the 
owner of the shop, who I had the pleasure to meet. I also liked 
how he thanked me for my business as I was leaving. 

I'll be back. Should you want to check this firm out, here's the 
contact information: Mike Byer Auto & Truck Repair, 135 Coxe 
Ave, Asheville, NC; 828.258.0548 

!   
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2. FYI 

My friends Bob and Leslie Player always have the best smiles in 
pictures; e.g., as can be seen in the one below that I recently took 
of them with their oldest daughter Sara. Bob had previously told 
me his "secret, but I wanted 'yall to know it, so I asked him to put 
it in writing. It follows:  
The whole story of what we were doing started at her bat mitzvah 
reception. It was a beautiful summer day, and all the family, 
relatives, and close friends were outside in an area with a lovely 
background of trees and a lake. My mother and Leslie's parents 
were in the front of the grouping with Shelley, Sara, Leslie and 
me. My mother has had a long history of never smiling in pictures. 
I don't know if it is her it's federal id. photo face from her WW II 
days with a security clearance at the Pentagon and later at the 
Naval Ordnance Laboratory during the Cold War 50s, but she 
always has this grimly determined expression on her face.  

You've probably been to enough gatherings like this. so that you 
don't have to imagine how difficult it is for the photographer to get 
a bunch of Jews of varying ages to all shut up, focus on the 
camera, and smile at the same time, when there is food and 
music going on inside the glass doors at the reception. Our 
photographer was very patient and had managed to get 
everyone's attention to the matter at hand. He bent to look 
through his lens, and in that moment of silence, Leslie's voice 
rang out directing either Shelley or Sara to "grab grandma's 
behind. I want a smile, and I'm paying a lot for these pictures!" Of 
course everyone promptly gave up their very best smile, as the 
photographer snapped off a stream of wonderful pictures, 
perfectly capturing that moment and my mother's beaming smile 
for posterity. It was a great laugh for everyone and became a 
tradition for us whenever a camera is pointed our way. 

!   
  
FYI, part 2  
  
To read each of the following contributions in full, please click:   
Here 

(1) Lois R. in AK: Enjoying your Blaine's World! (2) Andrew A. in 
NC: Very entertaining and enlightening blog! (3) Ruth P. in NC: I 
flipped all my hangers around like the lady in your last newsletter 
suggested. (4) How to spot dementia in a loved one. (5) 
Traditional toys may beat gadgets in language development. (6) 
John D. in PA: I felt the same way about CREED. (7) Annemarie 
B. in NC (on THE FORCE AWAKENS): I liked it.   
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3. Joke 1 

Soooo peeved that this great scene from THE FORCE AWAKENS 
wound up on the cutting room floor!  

!   
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4. Reviews 

A. Saw TRUMBO, the true story of a Hollywood screenwriter who 
was jailed and blacklisted for his political beliefs. It started a bit 
slow, but picked up in the second half with the appearance of 
Dean Gorman as Kirk Douglas. Bryan Cranston was outstanding 
in the leading role, and I also liked the work of both Helen Mirren 
and Michael Stuhlbarg as Hedda Hopper and Edward G. 
Robinson, respectively. Diane Lane (an Ann Redfield lookalike if 
there ever was one) was excellent, too. Rated R, though I have 
no idea why. This would certainly be an appropriate film and good 
history lesson for any teenager to see.  

B. THE INTERN is now out in DVD format . . . my review from 
BLAINESWORLD #991 follows: 
Saw THE INTERN, a formulaic comedy about a retired successful 
business owner and widower who lands an internship at a fashion 
website run by a young, career-driven woman. The beginning was 
quite funny, but it tailed way off about 3/4 of the way through. It 
was also too long, and Cynthia observed one big mistake; i.e., in 
a scene in a hotel room with a lot of good candy available, only 
two nuts are eaten. She said that would never happen--at least 
not with her. Robert DeNiro is excellent in one of the leading 
roles; Anne Hathaway was just OK in the other one. Rated 
PG-13.  

C. Read THE STORY OF BUCKS COUNTY (Aberystwyth-
Hilltown Press) by Ray O'Brien. 

The author, a professor at Bucks County Community College, is a 
longtime friend. 

But if you can excuse any potential bias that I may have in writing 
about this book, I think you'll enjoy it--especially if you've ever live 
and/or worked in Bucks County, PA. 

The author has thoroughly researched his subject, and it shows in 
this informative, breezy account. I got a special kick out of reading 
about many of the towns that had once been such an integral part 
of my life: Newtown, New Hope, Levittown, etc. 

I also liked reading about such places and events that I either 
visited and/or recalled, including the Mercer Museum, the gas 
"riot" of 1979 and Flannery's Airplane. 

In addition, I liked learning more about the Bucks County 
Playhouse where I saw many shows. Unfortunately, they never 
featured these names that O'Brien cites: 
When the old playhouse had its gala opening in a rebuilt and 
renovated grist mill on the banks of the Aquetong in 1939, New 
Hope had begun to ride the wave of Broadway notoriety: Edward 
Everett Horton was on stage, and Orson Wells and Burgess 
Meredith were in attendance. It was an experimental theatre and 
the unproven plays just might end up on Broadway. And it was 
proven Broadway plays in a rustic setting. It was young actors 
and actresses just starting out, doing their apprenticeships. But 
the "straw hat circuit" drew established stars too: Diana 
Barymore, Zazu Pitts, Jackie Cooper, Hermione Gingold, Bert 
Lahr, Arthur Treacher and Bela Lugosi. And later came Grace 
Kelly, Liza Minelli and Merv Griffin. 

More than 70 sketches, photographs, maps and satellite images 
added to my enjoyment of THE STORY OF BUCKS COUNTY. 
The only thing missing was an index. I would have found that 
helpful. 

Heard KILLING THE MESSENGER: THE RIGHT-WING PLOT TO 
DERAIL HILLARY AND HIJACK YOUR GOVERNMENT 
(Hachette Audio), written by David Brock and read by Eric Marten. 

The author previously wrote one of my favorite political memoirs: 
BLINDED BY THE NIGHT; THE CONSCIENCE OF AN EX-
CONSERVATIVE. In 2004, he founded Media Matters, and he has 
become a widely popular author and Democratic activist. 

In this latest effort, he presents the fascinating tale of how he 
shifted from once having been a leading right-wing hit man to now 
being the Left's pre-eminent defender and truth-teller. It is truly an 
eye-opening journey that should be read by members of both 
political parties. 

He also defends Hillary Clinton from what he believes are unfair 
attacks, and he describes what informed citizens need to do in the 
next election to fight back. 

My only criticism: Brock seems to think Hillary can no wrong. I 
would have liked to have seen some recognition of the fact that 
she has screwed-up at times. 
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5. TV alert   

A. KENNEDY CENTER HONORS: Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 9 p.m. on 
PBS (times and dates on PBS often vary, so check local listings) 
Rita Moreno, Star Warsguru George Lucas, Cicely Tyson, Carole 
King and conductor Seiji Ozawa are the honorees this year. 

B. ALMOST GENIUS: Series premiere on Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 10 
p.m. on TRUTV 
This reality series showcases inventions, people and places that 
were almost ridiculously successful. 

C. MY CRAZY EX: Series premiere on Wednesday, Dec. 30, at 9 
p.m. on LMN 
Insane but true stories of love gone wrong. 

D. PURINA PRO PLAN INCREDIBLE DOG CHALLENGE 
NATIONAL FINALS: Saturday, Jan. 2, at 3 p.m. on NBC 
Worth watching if for no other reason than to see if a 3-year-old 
chocolate Lab can break the world record for fetching with a 24-
foot jump.  
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6. Joke 2 

A husband takes the wife to a night club. There's a guy on the 
dance floor, going all out. Break dancing, moon walking, back 
flips, the works. . . . The wife turns to her husband and says, "See 
that guy? 25 years ago he proposed to me, and I turned him 
down." . . . The husband says, "Looks to me like he's still 
celebrating!"   

!   
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7. Clips/Websites 

A. Check out these clips at your convenience: 

(1) Bill K. in CA: You're a Mean One, Mr. Trump 
Here 
  
(2) Hans G. in PA: Dog puppeteer in Recoleta 
Here 
  
(3) Steven S. in FL: 'Twas A Night In Litchfield - Orange is the 
New Black - Netflix  
Here 
  
(4) Emily S. in NC: If You Didn't Like Katy Perry's "Roar" Before, 
You Will Now 
Here  

B. To help you become a digital marketer/data wizard, there are 
many tools to help you. To get more information on a bunch of 
them, please click: 
Here 

C. BLAINESWORLD, the website, remains up and running . . . to 
view it, please click: 
Here  
  
D. Are you on Facebook? In the unlikely event we have not yet 
connected as friends there, please feel free to send me an invite 
by clicking:  
Here 
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8. Technology tip 

Press the "Windows" and "D" keys to minimize any program that's 
currently running and return to your main desktop.   
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9. Joke 3 

A WREATH OF FRANKLINS! ... and I don't know about you, but 
this has me humming  "Respect, " Aretha Franklin's classic hit  ... 
join me by clicking:  
Here 

!   
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10. A quote I like 

"A creative man is motivated by the desire to achieve, not by the 
desire to beat others."--Ayn Rand (1905-1982), Russian-born 
American novelist, philosopher, playwright and screenwriter    
   
Back to Top 

11. Thought for the day 

Why I plan to have a bunch more! 

!   
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12. Advance planning department 

To read about each of the following NC events in full, please click: 
Here 

(1) Living Legends of Mountain Music: Ralph Lewis and Peter 
Gott. (2) New series beginning for Asheville's Creative Memoir. (3) 
All Ages Dance Party.     
_____________________________ 
  
PS. SO NOW YOU KNOW! ... If Santa has not yet reached your 
home, he has been probably waylaid ... so as you wait for him, my 
wish is that y'all have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS ... and, also, if 
you're like me and you celebrate all holidays (more food, fun and 
friends that way), HAPPY KWANZAA and belatedly, HAPPY 
CHANUKAH and HAPPY FESTIVUS! ... I hope you get whatever 
your heart desires--and then some.  

!   

Also, make it a wonderful week! 
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