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You're reading BLAINESWORLD, a weekly blog published by Blaine Greenfield. It contains some jokes,
hopefully, not toooo risqué (typically in Sections 5, 8 and 11); contests; reviews of shows. movies and
books; quotes, etc. ... Please feel free to share it with 437 of your closest friends and relatives.. ... And In
the unlikely event that you or they are not already a subscriber, just click the following link to be added to
the free mailing list: Here.
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Note: Space and time limitations have made it necessary for me to cut down on this week's issue. Sorry
'bout that. So if some of your favorite sections are missing, be rest assured that they will return next week.

1. Reflections

A. Cynthia my beautiful bride and I celebrated our anniversary this past week.

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSWyZ8sS4-Lewnjj93Sg0IA2w8Cgtg6julGkoZGyxiN7opi059tCXB_hMABdk54W_1puYyA5e0bSf51WiPRUqdWvpuLOhgIP_lRtV78t3JVK-&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSdZMAcRBLBJzSpkgjHIIk-Jo9RsqFtspn2EpzxX9yyXALzMAKbrE98U0056ApALqiXJbMb8_5se1ZHIDf5gtAM4VmbrZ_aPN8jJSYdwFVUsc8WUw3B8MVYeRcKfr8iyAUC9aQy9P9YD05_pnJtyio7O82CI-ZzLHog==&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSU2xqiokq4P0vGU9YpQzGOB7sh8nagmDCTtYTZ6tzFd1F1F1fGQsqKapoC0P1pCXvmBTS46S6GYDzd0I4ggW94ZJkGDf3qNOV3dHSZYeXmFKPKsL3oho0TePg7BbsWoT6JZkrD4KGjL3z3W_njmKnZNXvmZeKTTiQ-95e6TApiGUfr2_q-xsLcuuIuwVKUUQ3JVK7rU6IjuZbow-_XKeo-LL0dUgZTaqVtnHyehRBYuh1FlWs58pwI3VZ3SBSaq33eIiPKWzr_Rhqbo08rtGss8=&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSfc8aebn8YVubjA7mpuMytbXjTymCOTWtkxBQLxJpad1lIUBIQimRWOfktQqk2yDnUa84JUDVHKS5E-dUMwNRnLM9WZTW9nAj35NnvvK50tdxqLSn3AI_I7UHUlMkZJVdvgOiICIo-KQAjLRaq7jNxXNPyG_9tDfLuiizEGEW7NOMrRRb8PUnbrj8_9e8lhRVC1OV8ADZRIeXnPbWO_SafTlFMlej8f-QjSJ0M_XJs5-5q70kvCbX0ok8reAvvNQSK1m4YXmrjiyjY0AcbdE4GgfWH7qUTHC67ltO1552BdgPAtWmtvwzcQl2R5AsK5raMK6vFn3NKnKMHkQP1AWBW6fRRAa0Z-OqRuB0-OMD_chmOw_re4BNWTOdJK3V-_j0cPPzAt7ihg9urcMQyemeKFY7vbkp6HvKI-0f_3_aMrl&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSfc8aebn8YVuG49b5Lkm3W5eJ_rrONn1Cr887b1gfrsXsIzjCN_1woBUHAze9mJFTB4ipqgp37_3vwJti3ECT2NOvBr-mX83N_5rdUjpr98CwfqL067qR9FiD4hdb5akZ7AOCShaso1XCW17fcdHCDuSg2SZu3Mj2G3FUT61fArtviZiN3Q3EtHaMBvuVPVqfh93LOqzS5chAb0ptxkG4Z-bsRfGeupqVS58WEr27f01KvCFlJt-VHq1JjpqSEsfJ6nQZGE2mdt62j3aLE7xHGer_WsCuzvElaiybWAiZNZV8j4E0dnijY0y0p2wqKFRBvbHjKZJA9aBxA3VQNwshWJZVeWHCpoAW9UrHBKryfLa3fkYlFP5jryaEfNHNiM1rxXXrmcxyiKsa8IwozH30K5jkgxlwkZApDy0iL9rlEmF&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSfc8aebn8YVu1NoMoRIKKzuwep3tUC_TU1IBAymj2R7x6LEmZupZD97Bv5ly1JTgaJlsvW5tvwTvB6lpjBqqIzTLdaYxsxlEQDvmr6sHv9_mdXieKtRUoJFiiNFHJxJf5VSdYzfKyCmoyr2Euc1yx7FdX8R3l1ONZI8DQUHZj2yLBGIl-HFNhz6eQSvqshK2JYAuoCXU_XwC94Yno8YonvPI9GqBp9ZDsXFpLo45r0ESYf1vSGjj-3aBgxKlkXvEUIRQcZJN96M10gYWDmKYhbMWemsNNeih2LformHFnVrG85EOe8ZM-vvQuo0QfM_WLEHKwaLYkZ8K_MuWEjLdqHgAYIQdZ3ihhZAoPNP9ppavvTXgOm-HOOuJDDl0MCgqopzJak-rYrpWjbD3dyxVtHnNF3iVT2wAcNjYWnN8KkMV&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSfc8aebn8YVuxdmn2QXE-w_3tnAdst77YiYD_UDQVBAwSOUPdmr-xJF2WXztWTVltG8-AQGzWniLmRonvU5PvIcx1IJlgo6c9Xl9CYAX38eWdfV97wOlu8OMEIRpZsFcD413gOUXta7rz69jpxMLSMCzGVJHuZZ8KTjO_zWghZtNeP4zOkOpOvO94zzfVhMN5aAUszRLw0pmY5uO0nthVgQOOO1_sJa0Jo4Gtrcryb_VIIyVEker-p8QliWTfprP6PxMVMH3m-NIARR2fqVSeet9mv3MPq4KhvIiBG8dU7s0U8TQK8yNZqDEGIA9skZbNg6sOTUU_CCIA1gGm8hr_o8cWbmWpwzgSBbeCT1Eavi9uOiIGXDDM1x849wIdutGx4IYcw-4sA_DEb6hfbgWneeZ_g_TUa5jZZCkmyU8DiE7&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSfc8aebn8YVu4Rv_YTkOS7wpw9CHPcdXh4LvxBb30DOcP7RHVeBohwOpZvZioTDwT_pVnuDe9QuIwyIKVIFpiaK8knvosjmsA9KmHmy6AsCC24ikBjixJ6PLUQs0SxXX1dH0-eKV1NM8y7ku6Wkz7NuVHRjuiHZrV37Wi6nRNRp_KY2YDv1p597SaGmnd91GiZrF64RPf5VebDB3UZlo39Wd7jah-zPjAZDSNzr-NBDQ1_l6WgXYdiJK0yBeZQMh2pqyvzPjF3MkptITSpHjcQWKm7YXBaniRBDuVC-BmRijCWLgXgXyqxYtHje0jELB_ip43asDb1HoSFplVPHdNMNH5RuLjj6bLqlF7XE8QDnkYjX0LGqdA01vTkeOCgNP-7FetFcrWL9vyU6OMeN0E-slyAW1AfuyvvfpBKOtYNoI&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==
https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSU2xqiokq4P0vGU9YpQzGOB7sh8nagmDCTtYTZ6tzFd1F1F1fGQsqKapoC0P1pCXvmBTS46S6GYDzd0I4ggW94ZJkGDf3qNOV3dHSZYeXmFKPKsL3oho0TePg7BbsWoT6JZkrD4KGjL3z3W_njmKnZNXvmZeKTTiQ-95e6TApiGUfr2_q-xsLcuuIuwVKUUQ3JVK7rU6IjuZbow-_XKeo-LL0dUgZTaqVtnHyehRBYuh1FlWs58pwI3VZ3SBSaq33eIiPKWzr_RhFsIiUajSerI=&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==


B. As can be seen below, we went all out on our celebration.

C. I was happy that Kevin Jameson, my former student and longtime friend, came in from Pennsylvania to
visit us. We both thought you'd get a kick out of the size of his room at the Moxy Asheville. (This is not a
joke!)



D. We all went out for a delicious dinner at Wasabi, one of our favorite eateries in Asheville. The food there
is always great, as is the service we receive from Reza.

E. Afterward, we went for dessert at Hilltop Ice Cream Shop's new location in Woodfin. The ice cream was
just as good as we get when we got down the street from us in Fairview, and we received oh-so friendly
service from Shyloh and Griffin.



F. We are blessed to have lovely neighbors. Two of them, Diane Valentini and Janice Sudak, surprised us
with this handmade Zen garden, beautifully crafted with sunflowers.

G. REVIEW: Senior Showdown Turns Hilarious in HART’s Ripcord
by Blaine Greenfield--Chief Encouragement Officer (CEO), BLAINESWORLD

Ripcord, a comedy with heart by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright David Lindsay-Abaire, is now delighting
audiences at HART Theatre through July 13th—and I’m happy to report: I liked it a lot.

The story centers on two polar-opposite roommates in a senior living facility, and the show’s success hinges on the
chemistry and depth of its leads. Fortunately, Allison Stinson as Abby and Tammie Pollard as Marilyn are both
excellent. Stinson brings sharp wit and a steely presence to the prickly Abby, while Pollard radiates warmth and
unstoppable cheer as the endlessly optimistic Marilyn. Their tug-of-war over the coveted window-side bed evolves
into a hilarious, high-stakes game of psychological one-upmanship—and both actors strike the perfect balance
between comedy and pathos.

Vanessa Yee also gives a strong performance as Scotty, the well-meaning orderly caught in the crossfire of the
roommates’ escalating antics. Yee brings heart and humor to a role that serves as the emotional glue between the
two leads

The supporting cast—Darren Frazier, Tabitha Judy, Dan Dutterer, and Grizel Gonxales-Jeuck—each add their own
energy and charm to this tightly paced production. Under the spot-on direction of Jason Williams, the show
maintains a brisk, engaging rhythm while allowing the deeper emotional beats to land with impact.

In short: Ripcord is funny, touching, and thoroughly entertaining. Catch it before its run ends next weekend!



H. After the show, we went to Bocelli's in Waynesville for dinner. The portions are always very generous,
and we've never had a bad meal there.

I. Hot off the press ... here's the humor column I write for The Fairview Town Crier.



J. I hosted two BLAINESWORLD webcasts this past week.

And ...



2. Cynthia's Corner

On Synchronicity and Penguins

This past Thursday was our 20th wedding anniversary. My husband gave me a card with penguins on it. I
gave him a statue of penguins. Neither of us knew what the other had chosen. Penguins, as you may know,
are creatures that mate for life. Without planning or prompting, we had each chosen a symbol of enduring
love to give to the other. What are the chances?

Moments like this stop me. They shimmer with a kind of quiet magic. Carl Jung called this synchronicity—a
meaningful coincidence that feels too precise, too timely, to be chalked up to mere chance. A message,
perhaps, from life itself.

There’s a deeper layer to this story. Two decades ago, my husband and I were both on Match.com. We
found each other there—two people ready for kindness, for connection, for the real thing. What were the
chances we would both be online at that moment in our lives, open to something true?

Synchronicities like these don’t just surprise me—they feel like confirmations. As though the universe is
whispering, "Yes. This is the way."

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke once wrote, "Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart... Live the
questions now." I think synchronicities are like glimpses of the answers—fleeting, but luminous.
David Whyte speaks to this too in his poem The Truelove, where he describes a love so right it reshapes
the world: "the visible and the invisible working together in common cause."

Synchronicity doesn’t just appear in grand events. It shows up in small things—a phone call from a friend
just when you need it. A book falling off a shelf with the exact line your heart was waiting to hear. A shared
laugh. A penguin.



So today, I hold this little moment—the card, the statue, the penguins—as more than coincidence. It’s a
mirror of the path we’ve walked, and a nudge from something greater that says, "Keep going. You’re
exactly where you’re meant to be."

Please enjoy the following video of a song called Unwritten by Natasha Bedingfield. The lyrics speak
directly to this theme:

"No one else can feel it for you. Only you can let it in.
No one else, no one else can speak the words on your lips.
Drench yourself in words unspoken.
Live your life with arms wide open.
Today is where your book begins."

To view it, click:
Here.

With love,
Cynthia (Greenfield)
cgreenfield1001@aol.com

PS. I’d love to hear from you. Please share any synchronicities from your own life.

  

3. Joke 1

Frankly, I don't give a shitake. (Thanks, Jean Dolan, for sharing.)

4. Joke 2
 

You don’t have to either because you’ll get better information just by reading this blog each week. Thanks,
Donnie Roland, for sharing.)

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSW276Nmo6cq1nwMDY24yF479xVXj3x1Gbj3s5q1gFEHWo5Gv9WTOE9UBnaCEU9Qa0WDCzIgWTTyQqGGte5x2vzWi4ZcWgTH33tBll2KZt5Xjf3xD177iLhIkwEq0LmQLM7fm4Bo-D83lTV52InS17rMZQYPln342dcT2AfdBgSLEDX3399hF5LV-XMcFIpIVug==&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==


  

5. Joke 3

This has me writing a note to myself: "Self, never forget our anniversary again."
 

6. Two Quotes I Like

A. Thanks, Julian McMahon (1968-2025), for your career as an Australian-American actor. He was best known for
his roles as Ben Lucini in Home and Away, Detective John Grant in Profiler, Cole Turner in Charmed, Dr. Christian
Troy in Nip/Tuck, Doctor Doom in the Fantastic Four duology, Jonah in Runaways and Jess LaCroix in FBI: Most
Wanted. For more information about his life, click
https://deadline.com/2025/07/julian-mcmahon-dead-1236449999/.

 

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSW276Nmo6cq1nOo09eI0mjpAQdgwk4BLqZJDxP_KKEqcETWT3gEEkTZGYYz1SsNyBo-KbzP9z_SJGqt4Yw0Q_iMQATvqK7JYxovpx_ln1IraMVEMbqC8s-02u7k10xlsKXlULkhWQuaZDp_mbixEa_0GlNYPtCQPAbXqe-I2_9RnCNHL7Fn8VmWoLMnW1NFLRSgCPAaDGHhxKBezJ1ktxG4uTlSMuRScHwsFDqpRAyiRmRIbGD_-lcFjVhql5mbFeWHa30HRduuzw3H0qAY7PtOHF76E3sr0NABs8VS3sttdTkAyYBZh8zT9jmkNe6EXneU-jFHIBcfcI5UGJIt7nm6BkYEUyi1TS8cu_wLqrlAXyP62iJ013OzfagILZqtJqgPMQK4yPJ8loG7K2Oi6XcUVpiPCCv4a2LnMPEA99iOFeEaD7CpLy6zRu16eO4rinOPO0Tv_IJ3-6dnx5BxvdN7ErxJCTvMbzaeLrWa_bvQLjqKmbei-efEZBNd5_E5lzLwYAIFnBSd1g5N4AUpzAKGtLqrwL2wGufn3r6whaFemGNqpvm5B1C2NPFC1fHAVh-0PUHAsop92go37BLSPXI8nIcrll9TW4vSwMNHcyqNLcUvErDAhtRSsUQNTmnyvBLTV3EJrSxND62GFDQogxZ8R-MWt5F6mEk73j6Gx3WKflLn0Q_S9jDD3wzbYty1CW5vEv6IXFvZT1jEw4OVcYl-fGnTMg-TRVuyKUCyg-VKW8n6ai6SQKw6xtovFfIF_PQNxwbxZpW3dhbUaALsTIiVKzghbz42X3icchfgIzdzTRBjHsctQcYpX9dFfK_2YDGx6hGYYGqe036tM6sprHLH7oHk0cJpaiudETDdMEptOlkgCfrz4xhKy4oLJ3X4ynBQT2YZ48bZOw2tkhYWrdToVOdbWlkOJlnavud3RTZS9_f9k3GCUsNcHbNjZ4yT_YItvEOZkmKhLsYVj6qDxfk7MOp4x1vY8JTGHEI4MIeaM&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==


B. Thanks, Alex Delvecchio (1931-2025), for your career as a Canadian professional ice hockey player, coach,
and general manager who spent his entire National Hockey League career with the Detroit Red Wings. He played
in 1,549 games and recorded 1,281 points. He won the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy for sportsmanship and
gentlemanly conduct three times and helped the Red Wings win the Stanley Cup three times. Delvecchio was
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1977, and in 2017 was named one of the "100 Greatest NHL Players" in
history. For more information about his life, click:
https://tinyurl.com/bdzxmt94.

 

7. Thought For The Day
 

The joys of aging! (Thanks, Linda Williams, for sharing.)

https://l55wiikab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bw4i74qYHhThHVyXu-G5ryl7548iOvvXpPo6KdJCutm7SwjGfxJnSW276Nmo6cq1bma7JcJeLycoK8qDJDBfN9uka2aC6blkulsTA9Dswt_7UREatszPIHC_zaDBoOwVukDs1aVsgeLF8dWwfkpWGgHvHmH4IU-3cUn5m-V3TfoJgq4WGaCK8mv0Uo4YMsaloYFgOBTX4XhHfehifvOGT89qWOe2d5TW_baxKMXnTAKI6kHFUiMIcJHBsBo3PghzcFvJQ2uqkYpjXrHbu8zQvmHJ2fUucGzN75jT-OGTy54VmGHLWd_Pj20hH83CELTQNtunO689eATyedrWzjN2XPkIPB2YnQOf5_IvFhlYSBvjwsiTJPzQIez7eVUvqKDnDmVAJVwOR2xJ1JFVWtyMUzxad171sVPfNUJm3GYLnARgJG1odxE3r5hedJByg_X3GJxLyvLnxTBKQo58XiihAQ==&c=ZqSUtrYPba-LtRDayRC9gGcHXgbGJdcR7KissZU-cwZY_Lvf0bZ4sg==&ch=EwN_o_TR0F3XQQposOIodKpOSlMOzukv8gU9p93HKdfvO_RwMRhj0Q==


 
PS. Make it a great week!
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